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PREFACE

The “ Modern Dictionary” has been compiled chiefly with
a view to the needs of the Arabic speaking Student in his study of
English. I hope, however, that English-speaking students of Arabic,
who have attained a fair degree of proficiency in that language,
will likewise find it more useful than any other English- Arabic
dictionary hitherto published.

The Arabic used in this dictionary is essentially modern,
popular in Egypt and in all other Arabic speaking countries, and
‘adopted by recent writers. There are many words preceded by a
small square (o) or enclosed in square brackets [...] which give more
exact meanings of the English words under translation and which
are in daily use, but up to the present, they are rejected by Purists,
and are considered as foreign or merely as colloquial. Those words
preceded by a small circle (o) are arabicized foreign words.

When I first undertook the compilation and translation of this
dictienary, I had no idea of the formidable nature of the task that
lay before me. It was obvious, of course, that a great deal was to
be done in order to bring up to date the translation of a dictionary
of an ever growing language, such as English, into Arabic. New
words and new meanings of words are being coined every day in
English, and though the classical Arabic is rich, extensive, generous
and supple, yet it has become poetic and chivalrous rather than
scientific and practical.

Another object I had in compiling this dictionary was to com-
press into a small volume more living words and expressions than
are contained in the larger dictionaries hitherto published. For this
purpose I have had to use certain signs which have enabled me to
utilise space which is usually wasted in ether works. By the use
of these signs I have been able to reduce the size of this dictionary
to about one fourth of the size it would otherwise occupy.

- The particular signs used to economise space are two forms of
Arrows:—t § $or J 1)

As an example of their use let me request the reader to refer
to the words “Lucid" and “Lucidity”,. It will be seen that

the fspace. that falls between the words has served to contain the
.continuations of the Arabic equivalents of the two words and so three

1

or

tis



Signs and
Abbreviations
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(Coll.)

(Slg)

of.
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lines are used instead of four. The single arrow points to the line
that contains the rest of the meanings. The Arabic words in the
next line between the arrowed brackets belong to the word either
above or below according to the direction of the arrow. The Arabic.’
of “Lucid” and “ Lucidity”, therefore, reads, from right to left,
as follows : —

Lucid, .\l ‘_,—‘la# NP T _‘;,‘}»

Lucidity, d\nJ QJ v lio, t\.»o . L.'!))- . l}\_» . C}.o,

This dictionary, as I have already mentioned, is prepared chiefly

for Arabic speaking students who understand that a word is a verb
from its orthography and accentuation. I did not, thercfore, think
it necessary to repeat the English word in order to give the Arabic
verb meanings. But to prevent any possible mistake, and as a guide
to the English speaking users of this dictionary, 1 have adopted this
perpendicular sign || to precede verbs and distinguish them from*
nouns, adjectives and adverbs. More space has thus been economised.

The following arc the other signs and abbreviations used in

this dietionary : —

These hrackets enclose names of sciences to which the word or
words immediately preceding them belong, or useful information
and explanation relating to them.

Words enclosed by these marks are not meanings of the word
under translation but indicate a particular application of the Arabie
equivalent of the word translated.

Periods fall between words of synonymous meanihg.

Asterisks are used to separate words of different meanings, or
as marks of division between substantive, adjective, adverb, etc.,

(s.) stands for “Sce”.

(u.) indicates “under”.

(Coll.) is an abbreviation of the word Colloquial.
(Slg.) is an abbreviation of the word Slang.

The preposition (of) is used with verbs to irdicate that the
verb before it is the present or past participle of the infinitive after it..

*
5o

I acknowledge with warmest thanks the valuable help rendered
me, in printing the first edition of this book, by the gentlemen whose
names- are bhere anUOIlOd

The well-known Oricntalist and ngulst Mr. Edward A.
Van Dyck, has carefully gone through the whole work to preserve
it from mistakes in translation. His intimate. knowledge. of both
English and Arabic enabled him to detect errors which might other
wise have remained unnoticed.



— IIT —

Mr. J. Serle Peacock, of the Ministry of Education, has
amdertaken the task of reading the proofs which is so essential to
~the correctness of every dictionary.

Sheikh Mustapha Lutfi Al-Manfalooti, a well-known
modern writer, has supervised the Arabic equivalents with a view
to eliminating redundances, and to ascertain the presence of the
correct Arabic word and to avoid weak or doubtful renderings.

Mr. W.R.W _Gardner, Principal of the Institution for the

Blind, at Zecitoun, and Mr. C. E. Le Poer Trench. of the
Ministry of Education, have revised the last part of the dictionary
daring the absence of Mr. Van Dvck and Mr. Peacock.

Since the publication of the First Edition of this work, in 1913,
I made a number of corrections and improvements, and added
hundreds of new words and meanings, which will be scen in this
edition. '

To make this dictionary up-to-date, hundreds of illustrations
have been inserted opposite the words they are meant to explain.
This is a new feature in the English-Arabic Dictionaries which, 1
hope, will he appreciated.

I need hardly say that T have endeavoured as before. to make
this Recast Idition much enlarged in contents and more compact

in form, and can compare advantageously with any existing Lnglish
and Arabic Dictionary.

I trust that the book will meet a long felt need and be reeecived
by students with favour.

CaIro, September 1421, E. A. Elias

The
Second
Ldition
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