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63.

Biographers of Marx and Jenny have stressed the antagonisms between
them and Ferdinand von Westphalen, which were real and many, both
political and personal. But throughout her life, despite the difficulties,
Jenny did not abandon her older brother or his wife, Louise: she wrote
them regularly, exchanged family news, and frequently signed off with
a “kiss from your loving sister.” Her correspondence was full of the
extraordinarily polite language used by her class when greeting fellow
aristocrats, and it 1s therefore sometimes difficult to determine whether
her words were more than social artifice. But I believe in many cases
they were: these letters were expressions of affection for the life and
family she had abandoned in marrying Marx—not that she would have
exchanged him for them, but they may have given her a respite,
however brief, from the struggle.
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