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Your letter was received on December 14th and I

Ajr
i‘1

Wi

appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish

o

me your views. Your good wishes are most encouraging and

mean a great deal to me.

» -

Sincerely yours,
- 3, Edgar Hooved
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Dear Sir: / 7
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You are to be commended for your remarks about the late
lev. Kin~ and his Peace Avard.

If there was ever a miscarriace of justice, this Peace
Aiard was it., How anv croup in their rirht minds could
make this award to a person who flaunted the laws of

his countrv, Aisobeved them with impunity, and was a
rabtle rouser of the worst trpe and who toock refure
btehind the cloak of relirion is beyond the comprehension
of anv normal richt thinkin- person.,
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Fay vou continue to enjoy rood health and remain as
one of our nation's rmuzrdians and leaders.,
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Lafayette, Indiana 47802
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I have received your letter of December 11th and
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish

me your views. Your support is most encouraging and means a
o great deal to me.

Although I would like to be of assistance, this
Bureau does not have for distribution the material you requested.

Sincerely yours,

e———
|

L - J. Edgar Hooverf
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Mr. Tolson
Mr. Sulliven .

* 4 Mr,Afchr
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— ):" . Brendan, C.D. .

Mr. Callghan
) Mr. Casper
Mr. Conrad
December 11, 1970 e Felt
Mr. Gele
Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Walters
Mr. Soyare
Tele.
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

Room

Washington, b,C. 20013 |

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Congratulations!! On your comments about Rev, Martin

o - Luthe ’King. I alvays have openly expressed my com-

- €nte about him - a rabble rouser, trouble maker and a

: ‘ defiant of the law - however I was considered wrong.

E —F Noble Peace Award? My wife and I have stood in the hall

where this award is given in Europe, and I cannot compre-
hend Rev. King receiving this award in this august sur-

rounding.

Do you have available a copy of his talk "on the wmount"
the nignt before he was assassinated? I would like to
carefully study the words about defying the law.
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: By Nicholas von Hoffman_ m Yi- v
A decent regard for the family and friends of pubhc Q (! tﬁ“_
men has inhibited cops, journalists and biographers t

from publishing embarrassing material about their
private lives until after the principals have gone to
their graves. This was the case with Benjamif Frank.
lin, Alexander Hamilton and so on through to Warren

Harding and Franklin Roosevelt. In life and in death q.;W
another rule has been ‘used with Dr. Martin Luther

KIHQ’ Jr. Time after time we nlnlr up the paper and
learn that he had a sex life, a rather ordmary one by
American standards, and not much different from many
olher men of prominence. ¥t wasn't what Dr. ng may
have done in bed that made him the superior of so

any police chigfs, senalors and presidents.

& newest { over Dr. King's hehavior as an
.+ Amengcan male comeg from a book by iiack novelist h . /‘
- John A*Williams. (“Fhé*King God Didn’t Savc " Coward- The hoshmgton Post N
MeCann, New York, 1970, $5.95, and don't rust out to . . .
buy it expecting sexy passages because there aren't The Washington Daily News
any.) In the book Mr. Williams says, “As a black man, The Evening Star {Washington)
I do not have to ask why such ‘barnyard gossip' was The Sunday Star (Washington) bt
never circulated ahout the alleged, red-hot romance be- Daily News (New York) t
tween (deleted, white politician) and (deleted, movie Y
star}. Why should I ask after the alleged extracurricu- Sunday News (New York] ﬂ'-
lar activities of (deleted, President) or (deleted, Presi- New York Post ﬁ
dent) or (deleted, prince) or (deleted, princess)? . .. The New York Times
Anything black people set into motion is going {o be The Sun (Baltimore) b':
monitored, anything, and then if possible compromised.” The Daily World o
A Elsewhere the wrifer accuses the government of clan- The New Leader L)
% B destinely snapping pictures and tape recording episodes e
- S in the civil rights leader's private life and then politie- The Wall Street Journal o
: : ' ally blackmailing him: “At some point along the way, The National Observer f'._:"
some;:ne in the government let him (Dr. iKing) know People’s World "§
: that be had been tapgd and photographed in situations : : &2
2% that might be considered compromising by the Puritan - Examiner (Washington) N
s masses. He was asked fo soft-pedal his activities, to make v
. the appearance of carrying on as usual when in sub- 2o
o ance, he would not be . . . Black people assume that Date Q“G 1 Q jQZQ
- E.slt Edgar Hoover has served for so long simply because fb"" ol
oy he must know a lot about a lot of people, things they i, . /
would not be happy to see made public. A former SenQ /4/ / D¢l y,
ate aide told me that once while attending a meeting .
of a group of senatlors, there was a serious discussion ——
kbout forming a task force to go into Hoover's office, 279
Should he die suddenly, and remove the files. Presum- e DEC 18 =
; his was to prevent Hoover's successor Irom usmg .
L :mwrmnon r -k / el
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| that thEy<can't be used as Liackmail.

Using other sources Time magazine (Aug. 17) cor-

broBorates Williams, sayhig;*Hoover explained 1o King

just what damaging private detail he had on the tapes
and lectured him that his morals should be those be-
fitting a Nobel prize-winner. He also suggested that

IKing should tone down his criticism of the FBL King

took the advice. His decline in black esteem fol-
lowed . . ." »
This version of what happened at the 1964 King-

Hoover meeting is denied by some of Dr. King's asso-

ciates, although they say they're still having their phones
tapped. A number of newspapermen say‘that attempts
were made to foist feelthy tape recerdings on them.

#Quite a picture that suggests. Mr. Hoover and/or his

agents peddling smut, trying to get it printed in fan?ily
newspapers and all the time telling us it’s Cammoonists
that're behind the obscenity. ) )
The cop-God remains silent and invisible h.ehm.d his
bureaucratic iconostasis. What he might say in his de-
fense is unknown. No comimlilee of LONgress, no one
in the executive branch or the courts, has look_ed into
these and other disturbing matters concerning his off}ce
and made the results public. If it’s true he has a dossier
on all the important figures in officialdom, their un-
willingness to make inquiries is understandable. .
But how should people who want to take a hand in
bublic affairs defend themselves against the FBI when
its prurient interests are aroused? Perhaps sex laws
which are obeyed with the same punctilio as our traffic
laws should be change. to make anything that happens
in private between consenting adults legal. Such is the
case in Illinois. Another response might be o encourage
public nudity and lovemaking, thereby debasing the

value of feelthy pictures and dirty tape recordings so
- = )

{None of this exculpates MY. Hoover and His Tepre-
sentatives of what they did. First there is the question
of what they were doing when King was murdered. If
they were in a position to know what kind of under-
wear the man was wearing, where were these girlie-

- magazine cops when the rifleman was drawing a bead

on Dr. King? How come they couldn’t see that?

.What was their role in the investigation of the mur-
det? They appear to be the persons who discovered
James Earl Ray, the man who is supposed to have done
it alone, although he says he was involved in & con-
spiracy with other unnamed and seemingly unsought in-
dividuals. Lately a witness has been found locked up in
an insane asylum who says the man running from the
flop house bathroom where the shots were fired was not
bames Earl Ray. What knowledge does the FBI have
of that? - .

Beyond such questions there is the matter of how
lhe FBI appears to have used Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. A lot of public men lay claim to the title leader.
They get it with the prefix “Honorable” but nobody's
ever seen the pack of them walking up a street leading
a hundred thousand people. Martin Luther King actually
was a leader. Millions of people followed him, both lit-
erally and by holding their minds open to his in-
struction. C .

He made his mistakes, had his weaknesses, commit-
ted his stupidities as all leaders and all people do, but
he remains the outstandingly admirable public figure
of our time, He began as a leader of black men and died
a leader of men; he began as a leader in a fight against
the legal formalities upholding racism and died fighting
for decent wages for Memphis garbagemen and for all
of us in attempting to bring peace in Vietnam. He was
such a leader that he taught even his enemies. Today,
what he said 10 years ago can be heard coming out of

he mouth of an Agnew, a Mitchell or a Nixon.

hi Mr. Hoover misused the power of his office to

ring him down, the FBI director and his accomplices
ave performed an act of unpardonable idiocy. Signifi-
cant portions of both races trusted Dr. King {o lead them
to a new high ground of fraternal union; he stood for
the legal and peaceful alternative to the killing that's
happening to us now, to the development of our native
Tupamaros. When Chicago police detective James Al-
fano Jr. died the other night of a sniper’s bullet, he and
very urban warfare victim could thank the FBI to the
xtent that Mr. Hoover contributed to Dr. King's de-
struction and made those of us who hope for progress
through peace and law look like fools. —m

il ——— el .




December 16, 19870

' I bave received your letter of December 10th and
- want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Your kind remarks

(ﬂ are most encouraging ani your support certainly means a great

# deal to me.

=

Sincerely yours,

. ALL INFORMATIGH CONTAIN:.
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Dec 10, 1970

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Thank you for having the courage to speak out on the
subject of Martin Luther King and his being awarded the Nobel prize.
As you might imagine, I and many others concur with you.

1 have always been one of your admirers. I shall never

forget your warnings many years ago about the communistic aggression
in our country.

The unfortunate part is as I see it Mr. Hoover, the
average American is too stupid to heed your advice, and you may go
down in history as one of our countrys' martyrs. --I hope I'm wrong!

» Sincerely,

t s w ” ALL INFORMATIGH CONTAI:.
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g Mr. J. Edgar Hoover
: Director of FBI N
Washington, D. C.
AN
Dear Mr. Hoover, 5y, ‘
- The attached "'quotes" credited to you expresses /
my opinion also and I would add that in my opinion no man has '1
== done more to plant the seeds of anarchy in this nation since it \
was founded - o
— You have my unreserved support and a loud AMEN! - {
e <
Ll S. N
, incerely %
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New York (UPI)-FBI
Dircetlor J. Edgar Hoover
savs-the late Dr. Marlin Lu-

ther King Jr. “was ihe last

oA 1 1he world” who should
have received the Nebel
Peace Price.

Iinover alvo soid in a Time
magazine inierview published
Sunday he turned down a re-
quuest by Lhe taen-Altly, Gen.
Roberl ¥. Kennedy to lower
FBI quabfications 1o hire
more blacks,

“I said. ‘Babby. that's nel

going fo be done as dong o5
I'm director of this burcau.’
He said, *I don't think vou're
being cooperative.” And 1
said, *Why don't you get a
new director”™ ™

Hoover soid he spoke with
formser President Lyndon B.
Jinson about the matter and
Johnson told him to “stick to
your guns,”

The FBI dgdirec
oiice called King 2 liar be-
cause the lale civil rights
leader szid he never had crm'
cized the FBI. Hoover said be
told King. “If you ever say
anything tiat's a lie again I'll
brand you a ligr again.

AOUSTON CHRONICLE

L ]
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“He never attacked the bu-
recau again,” Hoover said.
King was assassinated April
4, 19G¢.

Hoover said the exchange
occurred in December, 1964,
while King was preparing fo
receive {he Nobel Peace prize.
“He was the last one in the
world who should ever have
received it he said.

“l held Lim in eomplele
contempt because of the
things he said and because of
his conduct,” Hoover suid.

He said the 1BI coopcmtcs
will the Scerel Service 1o pro-
teet the president oa trips
abroad. **You never have fo
wdtry aboul a president being .
shot by Pucrlo Ricans or
Mexicans. They dun’t shoot
very siraight., Bul if they
come at you with a knife, be-
ware,"”

Hoover said the FBI is re-
cruiting
agenis from the ¢ificer corps
in Vietmamn whose members
are all “akove average in per-
sonal appearance.”

He satd he will remain FBI
chicf 50 long as his physical

72.
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December 15, 1970
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ashington, D. C. 20002

1) pea: C—

I have received your letter of December T7th and

/,:‘ want to thank you for your thoughtfulness. Ycur support of my
work is most encouraging and means a great deal to me.

s Sincerely yours,

7. Edgar Hoover

NOTE: Bufiles disclose one prior outgoing to her dated 11-30-64 in
i reply to her letter praising the Director's work.
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Dec. 7, 1970

F.B.I.
Director J. Edgar Hoover

Dear Sir: ' AN
r_\ { f’ N FT u LJ A - "?
According to the enclosed chppmg, I agree with ou
100%. I've said all along that King wasn't worthy of the Nobel Peace

Prize . . .
King did nothing but incite, which caused rioting etc,
so why would he be entitled to a peace prize.

The person or persons who suggested that King
receive the Nobel Peace Prize certainly should have their head
examined.

Good luck to you and keep up the good work.

Sincerely, ALL INFOREIA TR
—
WY 7T
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ver Says Dr. King

Wasn't W orthy of Nobel

NEW YORK (UPI} — FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover says
the ‘Hfﬁ Dr. Mzriin I.n”nn '\'uu-r

L Lo+ B 4]

Jr. was “the last one In the
world” who sheuld have re.
ceived the Nobel Pezce Prize,

Hoover also szid in a Time
magazine interview published
yesterday that he turned down a
request by then-Atty. Gen. Rob-
ert F. Kennedy io lower FBI
qualifications in order to hire
more blacks.

“l saild, ‘Bobby, that’s not
going to be doze as long as I'm
ﬂlﬂ‘(‘!n‘r of 'fn-P hllI‘PFU He Sﬁld
“I dor’t think you're being coop-
erative.’ And I said, ‘why don’t
you get a new dntctor” "

“Stick to Your Guns"

Hoover sald he spoke with
President Lyrdon B. Johnson
about the matter and Johnson
told him to *‘stick to your guns.”

The ¥BI director said he once
called King & liar when the civil
rights leader said he never had
criticized the FBI. Hoover said
he told King, “if you ever sa
anything that's a lie agam Iﬂ
brand you a liar again.’

“Strange o say, he never at-
tacked the bureau egain for as

lor:g 5 he lived,” Hoover said.
King was assassinated April 4,
Inco

Hoover said the exchange oc-
curred in December 1954 while
King was preparing to receive
the Nobe! Peace Prize.

“He was the last one in the
world who should ever have re-
ceived it,”" Hoover said. ] held
him in complete contampt b-
because of the thing he said and
because of his conduct.”

Protecting the President

Hoover said the FBI cooper-
ates with the Secret Service to
protect the president on trips
abroad. *You never have to
bother sbout a president being
shot by Puerto Ricans or Mexi-
cans. They dom’t shoot very
straight. But if they come at you
with a knife, beware.”

Hoover said the FBI is recruit-
ing 50 percent of its agents from
the officer _corps in Vietnam,
WDOSE memm:rs are a_u RDOVG
average in personal appear-
ance,” he said.

He said he will remain ¥BI
chief as long as his physical con-

dition permits. Hoover is 72,
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Angleton, Teras 77515
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Walters_
2ir. &s

Tele. Room_
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December 9, 970

Xiss Gaady
B Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director,
; Federat Bureau of Investigation, 0 . \
j Washington, D, C. 3 . Q
!::'h'_:'_ /\ (7 f e P :

i Dear Sir: /

J 1

_ A\
i"‘.t: The enclosed ¢ ipping from one of our local area néwspapers. Reading S~
L - it has prompted my first "fan" letter at the age of 65. BRe assured that
millions agree with you.Just wish that there was some way to split some
T of the abuse You and your bureau has to put up with,
E Sincer
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Heover: King Last—

T areamen YA n O
~erson Who Shonld
L ™ tn N E
Ve iW2CEIVED 1 \C..N

New Yok (UPT)FBI1
Directerd. Ldgar Hoover
says the late Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. *was the last
one in the world” who should
have received the Nohel
Feuce Prize.

iluaver also said in a Time
mugazine interview published
Sunday he turned down a re-
ouest by the then-Attv. Gen.
Robert F. Kennedy tu lower
FBI qualifications io hire
rmore biacks.

“I said, ‘Bobby, thaf’s not
going 1o be do..c. as lon" as

T st mm AL

O LHILL UL e Nuh umuuu
He said, ‘I don’t think vou're
becing couperative. Ang 1
szide Wiy don’t you get a
new direcior?’

Hoover said he spoke with
former  President Lyndon B.
Jalnsun about the matler and
wolnstll told him to “stick to

conicempt beeause of the
things he said and because of
his conduct,” Hoover said.

He said the FBI cooperates
wnh 1hc Secret Service to pro-
tect ihe president on irips
abroad. “You never have fo
worry about a president being
shot by Puerto Ricans or
Mexicans. They don’t shoot
very siraight. But if they
come at you with z knife, hc~
ware.”

Hoover said the FBI is re- .
cruiting 50 pcrccnt of its
agents “from the officer corps
i Vieinam whose members
are zll “above average in per- -
#S0n3a) appearance.”

" He said he will remain FBI
chief so long as his physical
condifion permits, Hoover 1s
2.

?L

oo 4 your guns.” r : .

Ve The FBI direclor said he ° W‘[ﬂ sy ant X

,,*‘{; : orce called King a liar he. 1 . I ]L?‘ d 5,4 3y .

L ﬂ ﬂaudse 1hc] hlatc cwg dragh!.s et :

cader said he never had criti- FR AR 2 inl I

E “id the FBI. Hoover said he Bmﬁjﬁgf YES :

-7 King, “If you ever say sl i . .

' 3 ,Lhmﬂ “tha's a lie again 'l K

2] “and you a liar agaia. K

= d ‘Hc never atfacked the bu- T o

ORI rcsu again,” loover said. ? P

Kitg was assassinated April e

S 1, 1963, :ﬁ! b

+ Hoover suid the exchange [f— ~ ot ;
sceurred in December, 1963, |y 59 . \” ' (VRS IA
v.hile King was preparing o oS IS -
receive Uhe Nobel Peace prize. E‘-’.’ N ALL ‘! we LS HED
“He was the last one in the s H E':' RSP \/ f'-(J
world who Should ever have e #) /L- ,j’ }
received it he szid, Is7 = VAT Ak 7L
“I Leld him in complete | * . ba
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; - - “ 3 4 Beach, CA SO "EJL\
. - . \ ( ,3 7 LC.) Mr. Casner__

5 - " Decenter 10, 1570 | I Corsi_
o hir- G:J.Ie I A
Mr. R(!sgn

R Mr. Tavel
.\ hII’. “’nltera
ST . ) Mr. Sorars
S Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director ' et BT o —
L . ,g Ol Tele. Room
)(7 Federal Bureau of Investigation A : n Miss Hﬁ{’m,
EEEAH Perrsylvania Ave. at 9th, N.W. Ha"“ii‘ ’ ' b Miss Gandy____
e Washirgton, D.C. 20004 - SM. S |
-] .J.m.é 621 .

I Dear Mr. Hoover: 667£
E' i Yours is, indeed, a voice in the wilderness of misguided actions <N
:.Zg on the. part of towns and cities naming hospitals, parks, etc. after _Martin f::L
I Luther Klng, Jr. I was delighted to read in our local newspaper (enclosure) . (:;

. of your stance - a rarity today.
- ? Thank heavens for people of your stature: You've had the courage .
T to speak out and say what I and many others have thought from the time the -
= award to King wac announced. )

_ I do not krow what we will do without you once you decide to re-
R linquish the reirs of a most important Bureau today. May you be blessed
' with abundant good health and, thus, be able to continue for many years to

come.
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to King, Tells RFK Row

NEW YORK (UPD) —
FBI Director John Edpar
Hoover says the late Dr.
Martin . Luther King Jr.
““was the last one in the
who should have
received the Nobel Peace
prize.

Hoover also said In a
Time Magazine interview
published Sunday he
turned down a request by
the then-Atiorney General
Robert F. Kennedy to low-
er FB] qualifications in or-
der 1o hire miore blacks.

“Said, 'Bobby, that's not
going to be done as long as
I'm director of this bu-
reau.” He said,

think vou're being coopera-

........ ope
tive.” And 1 smd ‘why
don't you pget a new
director?’ "' g

Hoover said he spoke
with  former President
Lyndon B. Johnson about
the matter and Johnson
told him to ‘‘stick to your
guns.’

THE FBi DIRECTOR
said he once called King a
liar because the late civil
rights leader said he never
had critucized the FBI.
Hoover said he told King,
“H you ever say anything

" that's a lie again 'l brand

you a Mar again. .
“Strange to say, he nev.

er attacked the bureau

again for as long as he

‘I don't

lived," Hoover said. King

_was assassinated April 4,

1968.
Hoover said the ex-
change soccurred in De-

cember, 1964, while King
was preparing to receive
the Nohel Peace Prize.
““He was the last one in
the world who should ever
have received it,"”" he said.

*“I held him in complete
contempt because of the
things he said and because
of his conduct.” Hoover
said. '

He said the FBI cooper-
ates with the Secret Ser-
vice to protect the Presi-
dent on trips abroad. *You
never have to bother ahout
a President being shot by
Puerto Ricans or Mexi-
cans. They don’'t shoot

very straight. But if they.
1

come nt you witha km(e
beware

" Hoover said the I"Bl-is
recruiting 50 per cent -of
its agents from the officer
corps in Vietnam whose
members are all “above
average !n personal ap-
pearance.”

He said he will nmam
FBI chief so long as his
physical conditions . per-
mits. Hoover is 72 .n-
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L December 8, 1970 !ﬁ“ LT
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Tele, TOOT e
M. RolmeSem—m
7o Gandy————

‘Mr J Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington D.C. . , 62?:/,11/
=z :’”
AN

i . p——

e (’-?—_[f"“-a(
/I""{ /’ff'.'l
Dear Mr Hoover: 42

On television the other night, excerpts indicated your ;:
non-support of Luther King, Jr.

beizee ' S : &
I, being one of the middle aged 'silent majority"'
commend you for fearlessly saying what I have felt {
for so leong. '
I feel communism has been coming in our back door for . o
SC many years that most of the American citizenry are e
not aware of exactly what is happening. 1i ggh

s

May God protect you with good health to continue your ,i.:}
work. - ;j

ALL INI\ ‘1:‘: ool :'.I';?i'sl,__!
HEREIN I .~ SSIFIED
DATE2 18] £7SPRm

.- . WJ.!.L!oughby !!10
= 44094 \),chv -

. Very truly .yours,
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Rosen
Tavel
Walters
Soyars
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Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy ______

TL ) The attached pages from my manuscript will show my reason
; for writing you to congratulate you on having the "guts"” \&
1 to speak out publicly on the Martin LuthexX’Xing matter. ‘
Ei % It is a strange thing that so many people are reluctant SN
B to take the unpopular viewpoint of a scoundrel who basked T
¥ 4 in the mellow light of "elergy" and the ill conceived Nobel * <
SR Peace Prize to the detriment of humanity,
= , Perhaps there are others who hold my views, but to date, - ON
bt you are the only one I have heard express it publicly, = |
Congratulations again, and thanks for long service, o .
o ~.
‘ a8 Zz
% b 7(C) Sincerely o
: #':1I ' &~ %: '
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ALL NP2t 2 CONTAINED
Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, Director HERE'N s “—:ASSIHED

Federal Bureau of Investigatim-rE &L‘Z_&L_ BYM

Washington, D, C, loﬂ‘
Dear Mr. Hoover:
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tieearsaasThe ( inisters" departed for thoir homes to spread the word of
Cral Roberts, which was imparted to them at their first meeting, while
thoso who wore “savod” will eontinue to recoive "the word" in a six-easy-

lessons correspondence course in bible study,

Y’_B_ecause of the undeserved credibility and reverence for the clergy and ‘

prr—

church, this society has created an image concerning them that permits

charlatans, despots, and other criminals, to cloak themselves in an aura

of respect and escape the insidious nature of thelr being. Some outst-

anding examvles may be further noted, as follows -

The Revorend Martin Luther King, Jr,, whose Christian religion teaches

paace~and~-good-will from which his often repeated "non-violence" derived,

was well aware that it was only a catch-phrase designed to placate author-

ities while urging "demonstrations”, knowing full well that mass demon-

i \ strations must inevitably lead to viclence, Few will rememoer or acknow-
N

1. } v loge the fact his leader:hip in the black movement was encouraged by and
-—hj g § '\ for political reasons in an election year, nor that his Nobel Peace Prize
":_:_ @3\0 was Comminist inspired in Sweden at a time when John F, Kennedy was the
- "ﬂ;] 3 ?E‘g’_ most outstanding candidate with his Peace-Corps, The combination of
i‘ - .. o ¥inister, Martyr, Nobel-Laurate, and leader of a once oppressed people,
: , % causes most people to forget and forgive the fact that his Comrmnistic
} " :—E N loanings and subversive militant associates required constant surveillance
-j jé g snd clectronic eavesdropping by the FBI from .19614, until his assasination
L 2ES Rt :
£ .
){ Adan Clayton Powell, a politically motivated preacher of the Abyssinian
¥ 2 Church of his corstituents in Harlem, N.Y., ha; publiely declared that his
o

church mombers and political constituents condone his action in stealing

public furds, and as if to prove it, re-elected him unanimously. His

charlatanism, like that of Rev, King, may be said to be the least of their

sins. - Eﬂmﬂ/ﬂ& /UJZ 7// —_
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w41liam Franklin Graham, -popularly known as Billy Graham, is a well known

axample of charlatanism, in that, in addition to his world-wide evangelical
activities, he {or his staff mombers) writes a daily column fo?-many news-
papers, in which he provides answers to ALL problems which, in the opinion
of this writer, qualifies him for memborship 4n the not-too-exclusive club

of those pretenders to more knowledge than they possess, namely, quackss

or charlatans if you prefer,

"Mether 3t be Billy Graham with his fundamentalist-dogmatic-charismatie
approach; Martin Iather King;‘dr.. and Adam Clayton Powell, with thoir
onirmatic doings; Oral Roberts with his flamboyant anties; or Bishop Sheon
with Wis dromatiss, 3doined by Popa Paul VI with his holy-hogwash, they, -
and all of their religious profession are, in fact, CHARLATANS, within

the meaning of the word first stated, and it is thought that many of them

~1et nacassarily know it,
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‘ Mr. Caspop,
Date: 8/11/70 Q :'g P(“:(;?md—-
AL l3__ f
I oAl Ir. Reson

'I Mr. Tavel _
i Mr. Walices __
]

{(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL Mr., 8 surs
(Priority) ) (} Tele. Room / ]

- ———— J— - ——— i —— i —— — .@.iié!_ﬂ._-@?.a N
J‘Miss/(;an‘dyh 3!

DIRECIOR, FBI . 2 e o )W:Wj}

W
FROM: SAC, HONOLULU (100-6313) e A7
’ 77 7\
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER %NG Y4 ‘
; , : ye
; [NE ARTITCLE Sy L AN
B / TIME MAGAZINE Pl lg,///}:v;
[:)ﬂf Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are a series éi€¢>’,
A of articles which appeared in Honolulu newspapers on the //f
Ll

e b evening of 8/10/70 and 8/11/70 concerning the recent article
far which appeared in "Time'" magazine alleging that the Director
gfi" chastised subject for his extramarital activities. Also
o enclosed are two editorials which appeared in both the morming
\"Honolulu Advertiser" and the afterncon "Honolulu Star-
Bulletin" which have prejudged the Director and the FBI. These

et 2T L L2 Lal 2 ¥ = a4 S g Lehe T ELL <l1l11 = =

‘articles are all self-explanatory.
E:

Inasmuch as it would appear this is a mational

press release and that the Bureau will be receiving numerous ;*‘fﬁ

- \ comments concerning the "Time" article, no direct action fY'g
Sl

is being taken to refute, substantiate and/or comment ;
concerning any of the statements appearing in the editorial

b

wé It would appear that both newspapers through their
== _ editorials have decided to be "judge and jury" of this
affair, using the questionable article appearing in "Time"
as their sole authority to judge the Director and the FBI.
It would appear that no good purpose would be served in
' taking these editors to task for their unfair treatment of
o this affair without seeking clarification from the Director,
s and further any such contact would merely dignify their

: leditorial comments ,79é£E;ther action is being contemplated,
s IUACB. /{) W I’-'Y‘.ﬂ“'l | i/

R LAY S d= JOLllz - T
3 - Bureau (Enc. 6)‘.““‘\'“% REC 8 /ﬁ-—— -—-Z- .j P ,/

4 - Honolulu

oy 75 1 - 80-49 INFORMATION CONTARIEAVG 14 1970
_‘_58L1E}:Q§ofm; AL e L4 2 SCIFIED oy

- 80..73) TLHI'.__HX [Fe Ln'.u....'l\ ¥
RDR:ejg ﬁofﬁ-aﬂfﬁ’_\ 3Y 9 4 ZTD ?@W
Approved: L Sent M Q?\\'ﬁ@‘
(6) Special Agent in Charge @5 ! ¢ \

+ U, £ GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1860 O - 348-090 (11)
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AEW Y0RK (AP) —
T.m2 liagszine says the
.. Martin Luther
=2 v mwted his eriti-
« e FEI ajter its
wieti o . Edgar Hoo-
. coniraned him with
WLRlEpe reveaiing
wiag' al.esod extra-mari-
& activotia.,

10« Lrocie Eiscussing
a now conk about King,
"'."19 Kirz God Didn't
S<c.” By author John
\‘!..I:'a;x.; Time gives its
versioa o a 1964 meeting
';:L-m.e“ iing and Hoo-
ver,

TIME 3AYS Williams
report: the FBI began

(205 :un2’s telephone
and bugging his notel
seams In 1963, While it
uncos sl ns subversion it
C.d wurd up an astonish-
.i. armcunt of informa-
Tl avouwt King's exten-
st and v.g0Tous sexual
&navities.”

yime continues:
Vs b e corvect oute
e ol Tue CBE Lape sto-
v, What die does pot
hive is preeisely what
hafppened at the celebrat-
ed meeiing between FBI

“Wil-

Director Hoover and
King in 1964.
“Hoover, "Time
learned, explained to
King just what damaging
-

ke b

L |

Martin Luther King Jr.

e o e

~31 Tapes
cooled

private detail he had on
the tapes and lectured
him that his morals
should be those befitting
a Nobel Prize winner. He
also suggested that King
should tone down his erit-
icism of the FBI. King
took the advice. His de-
cline in black esteem fol-
lowed, a decline sca-
fhmgly narrated by Wil-
liams.”

THE FACT that the
. FBIL had been tapping
" King’s telephone was dis-

| closed last year by FBI

agent Robert Nichols in a
Houston, Tex., courtroom
where boxer Cazssius
Clay was seeking to va-
cate a sentence for refus-
al to be inducted into the
Army. One of the moni-
} tored conversations was
« between King and Clay.
Nichols was not al-
lowed by the judge to say
why King’s phone was
tapped, but he said it oc-
cirred ot @ ime when
W was allacking the
I for assipaing Soulh-
crn agents, rather than
Northerners, to protect-
ing civil nghts workers

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, ¢ily ana state.)}

HONOLULU STAR
BULLETIN
HONOLULU, HAWATI

A=2
Date: 8-10-70
Editions 3 Star
Author:
Eaiter: MARTIN LUTHER
Title: KING
100-6313

Characlar

or HN
Clossilicalion:

Submitting Office:

[C] Belng Investigated
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o confronted him with ta‘}"ié@’ i
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— 1o King just wha{ damaping
private detail he had on the
(wirelap) tapes and lectured -
him that his morals should
be those befitting a Nobel
Prize winher. He also sug-
gested that King tone down
his criticism of the FBI
King took the advice. His de-
cline in black esieem fol- ..
lowed.”

Time said 418 information -

100K (UPD
T.oe mazo oo ina news re-
sj.3e  publisned yesierday

~a.C that Martin Lu{her }\Iﬂg
toned dow. lis criticism of
the FBI afier its director, J.
Edzar Hoover, confronied
him with wirewap transcrip-
tions revealing exira-marital
“activilies” by King.

Time said the King-Hoover

meetin,  sceurred in 1964 ¢ came in conjunclion with a
about ioor years before King  new book on King by John
was aswassinaled in Mem- § Williams, a  Negro, who

srgues that King was the
viclim of a plot o manipu-
late, *'castralc and ultimate- :
ly destroy him,”

e A report on the meeling
A s week's issue of the
ML Lasine,

A

. -

Y

YSUSI'ECTING that some °
of his associates had Com-
munist connections, the FBI
began tapping King's tele-
phone and bupging his hotel

RING, A Buptist minister
and Nobel Peace Prize win.
ngi. was head of the Ssuth-
ern Chistion Leadership
Cenlerence, @ major group
advecuiing better civil rights

for Negroee, fis wife Coretia reoms in .1963,” the Time
1s a leaacer 1n the civil rights press release on the article -
movernent. © said.

Time said that at the 1964
meeling “Hoover explained

Ppr et —

“From a secunly sland-
point, the wiretaps umcov-
' Comeed)

Uiztiales~* ELCLOSURE

—— e - et PR - . .
a o . o e e B T S PP A P

g% life |

/ A

{indicote page, name of
Rewspaper, city and state.)

HONOLULU ADVERTISER

TTANTATITT YT
AUNVLULU,

AT A

HAWAII

1 0~-70
Edition :Final
Author:

Editor;
Title:

MARTIN LUTHER
KING
Characler:

100-6313

=

or
Cioansiiication:
Submitting Office:

HN
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ered nothing, They estah- RAY was convicted of
lished no links belween King murder in the King slaying

and the Coinmunists, and is serving a life term in
b - “But,” Williams reports, Prison.
= Cthey did turn up an aston.
A ishing amouni of infarmation

abeut King's exlensive and SRR T

" S ey
[' i Vigorous sexual activities, : cal e }? ’

“ACCORDING to one of %

illiams’ sources — identi- ? g

fied only as Person B, .. e <

Martin and the rest of them g .

. 7. P Lo

hud a code. A very allraclive. R AT
woman was called Doctor, | R N f'

{oraet the other names for LT

wenmen  not gp attractive,
I Williams® informant wag a
doglor, 5
*"Most newspapers ignored
the rumors ang leaks to
: them of King's extra-marita)
: aclivities. but thejr existence
{ undetermined King’s effec-
| tiveness Just the same, The
effect, said Williams, wag
¥ one slow politieg] assassina-
i tion. King was Spared it only
| by the bullet of James Ear]

g 0
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Mrs. Iﬁng

denics story

on wiretap

ATLANTA (UPl+ — Three
Members of Dr. Martin Lu-
*her King's staff who attend-
e? a meeting beiween King

ne FBI director J. Edgar
,eover denied yesterday a
"Time magaune report that
‘he director confronted King

with wiretap evidence of ex-

, Wra-marital activities.

Mrs. Corella Kinz, in a
separate statement, also de-
nicd the Time storv which
sald King tuned down onili-
cism of the £'bi unly after

r PR
oo editorial:
*ihe Ring affair™
Paze A-1D

a.

Hoover showec Lim tapes
which revealed “extensive
and vigorous sexual activi-
Hes

-« #'‘The conversation hetween

--anuvements by

‘that Dr. King slowed down

my husband and Mr. Hoover,
which he (King) related to
me, do not correspond at all
to the Time magazine re-
port,” Mrs. King said. “The
love, concern and devotion
which Martin expressed to-
ward me and the children
are our most precious and
treasured memories.”

TBE REV. RALPH D. Ab-
ernathy, King's successor as
president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, the Rev. Andrew J.
Young., and the Rev. Walter
E. Fauntroy said they were
2ll present during the meet-
ing between Dr. King and
Hoover *. . . and at no point
did Mr. Hoover lecture Dr,
King or ever comment on his
personal life.”

The statement issued joint-
ly Dby the three men said, “It
is even more blantly untrue

his activities because he felt
threatened. History is the
witness here,”” :

They recounted King's eiv-
il rights triumphs in Selma,
Ala,, in 1984, his works to-
ward obtaining key eivil
rights legislation from Con-
gress in 1965, and other
the hlagJ

leader.
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I Three associates of the late
Or Noarun Latner Kine Jdr.
ana s wedow have laken is.
oGt o e plagazine
S af o LG miceting bee
sait and WB1 Director
Huover.
¢« 1he taree colieagues of the
baloin v riohls  worker
¢ brinded “totaliy false™
. Tune’s repori thal Hoover
s peenfronted King with wire-
flans revealing King's alleged
, extTamanial activities.
Coretta S. King said in a
stoiement from Atlanta that
"2 Time storv “‘does not
correspond™ with what her
husband told her.

t

1
:'l il
Ciw

. I Jooitn. .

as

TIME. IN discussing au-
ther  John Williams' new
tana about King. “The King
God Didn’t Save.” said Hoo-
ver “lectured” King on his
aupgested he
e down his criticism of
the FBI, ‘

The Rev. Raiph David Ab-
ernathy, King’s successor as
head of the Southern Chris-
tian Leadership Conference:
the Rev. Andrew Young and
the Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy

said in a joint statement yes-
! I lerday:
: '-——mr three of us wenrprcﬂ

g
=]
|
< |

! Gidla.ns auu
i
i

™. rx ’l rems 0
ﬁ‘é‘:u{o ﬁ\gfa&

‘sent during the entire discus-
(sion and at no point did Mr.
Hnaver lecture Dr, King or
ceven comment on his person-

al Hfe . . . Fune magazne
*discredils itself in seeking to
(‘hrow mud on a man ad-
ymired and loved by millions,

:black and white. It discredits

itsell in stooping lo sensa-

tionalism through fiction and
hrresponsibility."

A SPOKESMAN for Time,
commenting Son the state-
menis, said:

“A  careful reading of
Time’s article should make
quite clear the magazine's
admiration for Dr, King's

W

. smopcd to the lowest rungs

‘ ness in his underhanded dis-

's Colleagues
Story.

work — for examplz, ks oh.
servations that Dr. King's
leadership broughi con-
science ard cohesion 1o {he
ciuse of black egqualily and
thal he was the catalyst in
the furmation of a lruly na-
Lonal civil rights mevement.

L [ & .
AS {Gr I-l"}b lﬂl_ia Jll uic ﬂ.l'

ticle, Time stands by its re-
porting."’

In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse
Jackson, national director of
the SCLLC's Operation Bread- 1
basket, charged the FEI with |
“intentional defamation of
character” in making the
tapes,

hne

fonf
o
o
<,
T
xe

of viciousness and malicious-

semination of information re-
garding a deceased man,”

Jackson told a news confer- l
e
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- the King alfiair —

§-d and disturbing are words that
corie 10 mind on the Time magazine
report that Martin Luther King toned
down .his criticism of the FBI and
lost influence after director J. Edgar
Hoover confronted him with wiretap
evidence that revealed extra-marital
activitics.

The rovorts on the activities of the
great civi] rights leader are not new;
indeec. that is part of the concern.
Bu: they were not before made front
page gossip.

Assuning it's true, that truth
shou'd ceme out and man maust pay
his ransgressions, there can still

22 I sympathy for King's widow

and children

WEAT THE NEW {lareup should
be is another weight on the scale of
reasons why the aged Hoover ought
te retire. The nation should not have
¢ walt until completion in a few
more vears of Hoover's dream — the
much-ielayed new FBI headquarters
which presently at over $100 million
will be the nation's most costly gov-
ernment building,

For even if Hoover didn’t make
the threat as reported, the facts of

- the King wiretap and other reported

P T B

uses of the information from it are
disturbing enough.

King wasn't a subversive by al-
most anyvbody’s definition. Nor did
the wiretaps and buggings of his var-
icus rooms seem to produce any un-
patriotic connections,

L - Y

BUT THE NOBEL Prize winner
and black .leader was a growing foe
of the Vietnam war, as well as of

i rome PRI activities,

Perhaps  writer-investipator 1F,
Stone put it most succinctly: “While

.ine excuse for tapping King's phones
' was ‘intecral security’ its chief result

was to permit the FBI to spread sto-
ries about King's sex life."”

Yo L . N
= 4%-5i3 new boek which Spuxkcd the

current controversy, “The King God

o oo anle o

-

a

Didn"t Bave,” Negro author John A.,
Williams pictures the aim of neutral.
izing King's activities and influence.

Williams puts this in a racial con-
text:

“A black man, I do not have to
ask why such ‘barnyard gossip’ was
never circulated about the alleged
red-hot romance between Robert
Kennedy and Marilyn Monroe. Why
should 1 ask after the alleged exira-
curricular activities of John F. Ken-

‘. nedy or Dwight D. Eisenhower or

Prince Philip or Princess Margaret?

“Anything black people get into
motion is going to be monitored, any-
thing, and then, if possible, compro-
mised. That is the way things goin
this nation; they always have...”

BUT YOU DON'T have to be
black to see the potential dangers
from such invasions of privacy as
bugging and wiretapping — dangers
%o both movements and individuals.

Assume that Hoover didn't do
what Time magazine says, or that
other FBI officials didn't use the
“King tapes” to discredit a great hu-
manitarian leader and prophet of non-
violence, as so many sources say they
did.

Then you still end up with an awe-
some potential for evil, for turning
gratuitous or non-productive inva-
sions of privacy for the purpose of

crime control into various forms of
political blackmail in the hands of
unscrupulous leaders, local or nation-

al.

IF SOCIETY only understands
that point, and how much privacy
has already been invaded by increas-
ing surveillance, then more apathetic
citizens might start to realize why so

many

iy ratt
InNOCENis

cerned and freightened.

it oaw
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=F indefensible, If True
: ; \ Assunung the accuracy of Time Magazine's report,
w.ach was published in this newspaper yesterday, the sup- {Indicate page, name of
s »:dly anviolate and incorruptible FBI is guilty of what newspaper, city and state.) ,
m ¥ <mericans fear most in big government today—in- HONOLULU ST{‘R BULLETIN
vamicil 6! personal privacy, and, therewith, intimidation. HONOLULU, EAWAII
) Tre s.c»rv is this: —_
Trie FBI began “bugging” the late Martin Luther King's
hi.el v oms and tapping his telephone in 1963, The federal A-12
Lrenc. suspected Kinp of subversion. While it uncovered —_—

ne -.zvession, Time says, quoting from a new book by

- YWhliiams, “*The 1'\.1."!” God Didn't Qn\rn,” it “*did turn

LUp a4 asionishing amount of information about King’s ex- —_— . .
tensive and vigorous sexual activities.” SRR TR TR S

Time coatinues: AL WY PR I o

“Wiiaims has the correct outline of the FBI tape story. iiE‘qu?T . S s s
What ¢ does noi have is precisely what happened at the com - Eof— 72719 70N

velebriied meeting between FBI Dlrector {J. Edgar) Hoo-
ver ...u¢ Hing in 1964, g

“E.ever, Time learned, explained to King just what
camanng private detail he had on his tapes and lectured
h:.z ibat his morals should be those befitting a Nobel Prize —_—
vanncr. He also supgested that King should tone down his
vrivtezsm of the FBI. King took the advice. His decline in
biack esteem followed, a decline scathingly narrated by

i.?
T
| =]

- bo?6

- P et 5t . e e

.

| Wiliiams.” Date:  fa]]w 9
Tle inlent here is not o defend the late Negro leader’s Editions (- > Star
seosonal misbehavior, if any. But, again assuming the cor- Author: N T~
-2viness of Time Magazine's story. this is what happened: Editor: e
+  The Federal Government invaded the privacy of an indi- Titte: MARTIN LUTHER =
.+ |} vidual and then browbeat—some people would call it ~ RING
Ct tlacxriuil—the individual into silence. His offense? He had
N pean criticizing this same federal apency for assigning Characten 100-6313
E | Sutithesrs o vents, vather than Northaerners, (o protect civil o 830=50
2 | Fipiiks workers in the South. Classtficotion:
AR Aa ofiicial explunation is, of course, due from Hoover. Submitting Office: HN
f.;': i : But no matter what the explanation, if the report is cor- _ [C] Being Investigated
) l ! rect, Lis use of official records for the purpose revealed is
Ut indefensivie and outrageous. -
- ~ /-
. / A ' — -
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December 7, 1970

ALL INFORMATICN CONTAINED

Ventura, California 93003 KREREIN IS N CLASSIFIE!

pes: QY i

Your letter was received on December 3rd and, with
respect to your inquiries, information concerning the alleged commu-
nist aifiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated or not,
cannot be released because of Department of Justice regulations
regarding all matters of a confidential nature.

The only information I can furnish you regarding
Iir. Hovard D, Sxeot ic thnt ke was employed by the FBI as a Special
Agent from March 23, 1942, vntil June 15, 1851, His persomal ven-
tures as well as his ohinions and comments since ke left this Bureau
are strictly his own, and it is rot poscible for me to comment on these
in any way whatsoever. '

-,

MALEDE H Sincerely yours,

e g meem J, Edzar Hoover
DEC = ¢ 1970 ‘

COMANG-FBI

Tolson

Sullivan
Aohr
{iishop

. Brennan, CD.
«  Callyhan

{Casper
Conrad
Felt
Liale

Rosen

Tavel

Tele, Reom
Wolpen

B DEGI

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles, .-z '
JBT:jth (3) )
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Denr hr. Hoover)
Mr. Hoover, since yYou are the Director of the FBI I thought
that you'd be the best source of imf%f?ation in my investigation.
And my investigation is over MartinrL. King, and in this invest-

-
igation the word communist has come up. A Dan Smoot Report that

I sent for gave some inference as to Mr. King's association with
a number of commmunist party members or sympathizers._ In this
Report by Dan Smoot he gave enough conclusive imformation to
make me bélieve that there is a dangerous number of communist
Party members in the civil rights movements. Of course 1 real-
ize I might be asking too much for you to safely answer without
getting involved with the side of security of which you must pro-
tect. I know that you must feel pretty strongly toward the com-
munist threat in our comntryaccording to your testimony in Jan-

uary of 1964 when you s

rights momement is "v1 ally important".

In this Dan Smoot Report vol. 10, no. 22, June 1, 1964 this

statement was made by Mr. Smoot "Here are a few NAACP officiais

known to have communist-front records:" (and these names sccording-

1y)."Roy Wilkins, Arthur B. Spingarn, Allan Enight Chalmers,
Charning Tobias, A, Philip Randolph, Eric Johnston, Dr. Robert
c. Weaver, Lewis 8 Gannett, Norman Cousins, Dr. Ralph Bunche,
Alfred Baker Lewis, Ea{l B. Dickerson, Llpyd K, Garrison,Morris

L. Ernst, Thurgood Marshall', all of which has this for the foot-

note:Confressional Record, Feb.23,1956,pp. 2796~2849 (daily) con-

/e oG —
taining House Committee on Un-American Act1V1tles doc ents_on_
- - zarat ! OT EC l\DRD

NAACP officials.
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My high school history teacher has found it difficult to believe

that those mern are so coneched

]

£
s th

renort
report

tn

tatec
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« 1 believe
you would probably be able to make a statement to verifyMr. Smoot's
statement?

Now, back to Mr. King, I would like to know exactly how many
of Kings supposed peaceful nonviolence movements turned to violence.
And were they by édesign nonviolently violeéent?

ﬂ ! 7 Because of Dan Smoots ingagement with the FBI for so many
g years you must be familiar with him personally so would you say

soméething about Mr. Smoots character in reference to his extreme

A1 e e
|
PR TR

natriotism.
p———— L7TVE TR | T ESSE
I hope you were able to understand some of my'literary'? upheavals.
~—l Ang I'll be very grateful for your help, thank youl

p SincerelilYours,

(RY ]ZC{ !73 -
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Mr. Cellahan_— i
A / Mr. Casper.
\ \ h 7 @ — Mr. Conrad ..
‘ Mr. Felt. ..
' Pittsburgh, Pennsylvanis 15219 Mr. Gale ¥
Mr. Rosenv. e
RN Mr. Tavel 1

Mr. Walters
r Mr, 8§ LS

; ) October 26, 1970 _ o IAS S | Tee Reom
[ ]

O 18 Mo Mo o8
;- .,V' /fiy Miss Ganty ...
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-
o ﬂ /
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover

: United States Department of Justic AN Y
- Federal Buresu of Investigation KLL |NFON\H“T! CJ TA UE
Washington, D. C. 20535 HEREIN 1S NS ,‘\SSIHED
DATER -1 BY SPd I
o7/,
Thank you for your letter dated September 15, 1970. However,
it is very difficult, if not impossible for our conference to view your

letter as a relevant or pertinent response to the letter we gent to
the President with & carbon copy to your office.

“y
SR TS

¢

A

Dear Mr. Hoover:

5]
]

Our letter made no mention of the FBI engaging in blackmail {,f"
activities, nor was our letter concerned about the suthorizer of the

e e

iT8 Lap.

Lo

Again, we attempted to clearly indicate that our dismay was
aimed at the slanger attempt on the character and veracity of the late
Dr. Martin LuthefKing Jr., using as a base for validifying their

‘? 2ccusations—anf alrepgations certein information from the FEI. TYour
|1 ieiter gives us absolutely no assurance relative to the above.

EXP—F

%
|

38 —NOV-13-1970

Further, we are gratified at your attempt to respond since
we did not receive even that courtesy from the President. Please be
assured that we still maintain a deep concern over this matter and
we still desire that the record relative to the late Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., be clearified.

-

- Yours very truly,

9/'50 - /a££70-'3fl/‘

e e SRR

z NOV 18
1Nov1<9§3¢

2 b1
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT T —
Bishop
Memorandum g:?r:{::“"_
) lspe
I / Conr
Mr. blsnoplrv pAaTE: November 17, 1970

u]

G. E. Malmfeldt { ALL INFORMATICY CONTAINED\/ te—

b HEREIN 1S UNCLASS e

. G276

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA

This is to recommend no acknowledgment to letter from
captioned individuals received 11/13/70.

On September 9th the Bureau received a copy of a letter
addressed to the President bﬂwreferring to a news account
regarding Martin Luther King and complaining about "an absolute disregard
for ethics™Telating to the FBI's investigation of King. By letter toﬁ
dated 9/ 15/ 70 he was advised that the Bureau had not made information ”

regarding King available to any unauthorized source at any time although,
in keeping with our responsibilities, we had disseminated information
concerning King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the
Government, He was also assured that the FBI had not blackmailed ng

R e e b I

-__._ ,_---_ 1. 2~
SICE l-llb' News arcicie i.U wuu,u ue reierre g Ve hllb llllplll.,d.l.lUll.

In current letter, _state they
’A ") ‘do not consider Dlrector s prev1ous rep y as relevant or pertment and
Tond

tm T =l A 0l £ Al thoa $nfa
‘/ lDUUiu - 10 e a..‘.uuug I.UJ. a ucums irom uu:.' Dul. €dau 01 uic uu.\.u. umuuu

which has been printed concerning King's contemptuous personal life
(from the tenor of their communication an affirmation . would probably
not be believed).

Inasmuch as they have been already furnished the Bureau's
position in this matter and the confidential nature of our files would
preclude providing them any other information, it is felt no worthwhile

purpose would be served by correspondence with them. ¥, l’ /
o Y i e SECET - ?A ¥
1 - Mr, Sullivan - 369 T
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure o o NOV 24 1870 ‘
1 - Mr. Malmieldt

EEeEs  —p— ) l
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Memorandum to Mr, Bishop

Bufiles disclose

is not identifiable in Bufiles based on

P available information,
-
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= RECOMMENDA TION:

That no acknowledgment be made to letter from captioned
individuals received 11/13/70.
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November 8, 1970
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5%\ : R was very kind of you to write as you did
v on November 2nd. I certainly appreciate your thoughtful -

3 pess In sending me a Prayer Book and am looking forward
- .
5 to recelving it.

— Sincerely yours,

r T /3/ L oLumleates

1 | wov v Helen W. Gandy /
B COMM-FB! Secretary }
": - o B W ’ Kr

«, / NOTE: Correspondent recently wrote to the Attorney General concerning

L S &hq Story that the Director allegedly lectured Dr. Martin Luther King
i v Apout his morals. The letler was referred fo the Bureau and answered
e ] j Gandy's signature on 10/13/70. Buréay reflect
:'.'- C
Ya l.; Tolsoa h 7 ( - 5 .
N Beliivan N
e Wokr '.?-.‘ . e N

not yet been received and a has been placed for lt ;
WT:2jh (3) outgoing letter. -

ROOM[ ] TELETYPE UNIT[ ] {//// fwr




Nashville, lennessee 3/203

(Mailing address only)

November 2, 1970

Ms. Helen W. Gandy .

'ThA+nA Ctaotoe Narnt Af Tietd nn

Vil W WO VWL WFUI Wi W WD WV w

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Friend:

J Let me thank you for your good letter of October 13 and the

b1

enclosures concerning the wire tap on Martin Luther King.

I am very happy to have this information, especially the

|art.1cle which appeared in "The Evening Star."

It was very good of you to take time to send me this

information.

like.

With 81l good wishes and prayers for you and yours, I am

I am sending you & white "Prayer Book" which I hope you will

Sincerely your servant,

b 7()

S
I

94/-.45 7/~ A2

o .,
J e 4 /'-’fé‘% ‘%@‘L
D

NOV 4 1970

1o NOV 10 1970

“_*.

—

Mr. Rosen .

Mr. Tavel
Mr. Walters—_
Mr. & vard .
Tele. Rooma ...
HMiss Hoimad .

Mise Gandy. ..
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% CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM D.Y HATHAWAY (D-MAINE)

-‘«QHM “',-.

223 would be beneficial to the Communists. I told {1 cov1d

& .

FBI

am L Date: November 2, 1970

1

= , ¥ _.-...‘ﬁ::r
RS o SEg
TR SRR RS & " AR R
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{Type in plaintext or code!}

(..“' .

by

1 /INQUIRY CONCERNING STATEMENT BY

REFERRING TO FBI INVESTIGATION OF THE
LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR

BUDED: 1/4770= o e
RESE‘ARCH(CRD{E RECORDS)

ncemin the'above-captloned matter, I telephonically contacted
oday and advised him of the information as set forth
Paragraph'2 of relAirtel. 7 b"(Q)

A
Fm}mediately said that he did not think the FBI would ever\J '
o

this and, therefore, we agree with him - indicating that he
' thought HATHAWAY had used the good name of the FBIL in a manner that

' not comment on any activities of Congressman HATHAWAY or anything
that he may have of may not have said or done and all I could say
in answer to his communication was that the FBI had never informed
Congressman HATHAWAY of the results of any investi.gation,

J/
C2-// % L6~ 5
—was appreciative of the call concerning his communication.

FbN
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SUBJECT:

(0

S

' - Mr, Sullivan - Enclosure S7- lg5
: ishop - Enclosure

e {:'".‘
- SPTOMAL FORM WID. 18 ( |- 1r04 % -
o1 Gom o WO, 27 v -}
UNITED STATES G(" SRNMENT }
Memorandum _
Mr. Bisho{"} pate.  10-29-70

IhQUIRY (I)NCERNING STATEMENT BY .
CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM D,/HATHAWAY (D—MAINE)
REFERRING 40 FRI INVESTIGATION OF THE ,

LATE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

‘
The Boston Office advised by teletype that-ud sent a letter to \‘
the FBI Resident Agency at Portland, Maine Si copy of a letter sent ™
by Congressman Hathaway, on 1-23- 70 to Romford, ‘\
<Maine, which stated in part the iollowmg concermnm Dr. Martm )
"Rumors have been'circulating that Dr. King was connected

Luther King, Jr. \
with the communist group several years prior to his untimely death; \
however, FBI officials advised me that investigation of these rumors ‘!
failed to reveal any communist leanings on the part of Dr. King.' N

etter expresses his high esteem for the Directo av.
notes that he is certain the FBI never made any such statement to Hathaway
whom he described as "a liar.'" His letter does demand an answer whether "
or not we did so advise Hathaway and, if the FBIdid not xpresses
his intention to "'press charges" a,gamst the Congressman

Bufiles contain no information identifiable w1th-
However, correspon_dentqas written the Director on three
occasions in 1967 and 1968 requesting either statements or expressions of
support from Mr. Hoover for variou inspired anticommunist

campaigns. The Director, of course, lly declined to do so in each

instance. .
2=t/ 246 ~ VY
We have had very limited but cordial relations with Congressmar

Hathaway who was elected to Congress in November, 1964, and reelected to all

subsequent sessions since. He has never met the mrector according to files,
is currently'listed as a member of the Educationand Labor as well as /

Merchant Marine Mshenes Committees. There 1s no jnrhcation
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M. A. Jones to Bishop Memo -
rE:
b7(e)

hat we have had any discussion wi

" _concerning Dr, Martin Luther ng, Jr., o .y OF _the results of any mvestlgatlon

of King,

SAC Handley, Boston, telephonically assured on ¥-28-70, that
he has never even met Congressman Hathaway, let alone discussed any
investigation of King with him, and the Resident Agents at Bangor and
Augusta, Maine, (both within the Congressional District represented by
Hathaway) have also stated they never discussed the King investigation with
Hathaway. While Boston indices have references to the Congressman,
none are pertinent to this matter,

RECOMMENDATION:

That the attached airtel be sent SAC, Boston.
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{ 4 DOo-6 OFFICE OF DIRECTOR ' MR. SULLIYAN
' (/ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION WA,
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE wmp B

T (October 22’ 19'70) R. BRENNAN. €.D. —
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MR, CALL AH AN

L pep e M i o i
- I R R . e

I guess you know, The ho ed MR. CASPER
hypocrite--Martin Luther King. was MR, CONRAD
leading the Black Revolution under .
the disguise of-""Peaceful Coexistencg! noses

. Just move in and take over (D.C.) wn vaves
~Then get elected to a political MR. WAL TERS

TR —

MR SOYARS oo

* office (control)
MR. JONES — ——

TELE. ROOM

| { would like to give you this key 1 S HOLMES

N
:’.i"i- §&D rec'd irom the Indians, e METCALF
E': : b ) MISS G AN DY ___:/_/— i
oz D I carry only my door key. T
é Eﬂ(;) iMay it be a good Luck charm,
i B v A "
€ =7 = Sincerely.
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July Lth T.V. Editorial

For those who insist that Cormunism is not involved in the chaos presently
upsetting our netion, ve respecticlly request they consider some of the Red
Res for Revolution. These ere nc: nev rules but a repeat of a document ob-
tained by Allled Forces in Dusseldorf, Germeny in 1919 in vhich the Commurists
outlined their plen for bringing ebout a revolution. Listen to these rules
and ask yourself if anything sounds familiar?

1. Corrupt the young, get them interested in sex. Make them super-
ficial; destroy thelr ruggedness.

2. Get control of all means of publicity, thereby getting people’s

mindg off their governmment by focusing their attention on athletles, sexy
books &nd plays and other trivielities.

3. Divide the people into hostile groups by constently harpirg on con-
troversisl metters of no importance.

k. Destroy the people's faith in their natural leaders Ly holding them
up to contempt and ridicule.

5. Always preach true democracy but seize power &s fast and as ruth-
lessly a5 possible.

6. In the 50 year old copy of Red Rules for a Revolution: By en-
couraging government extravegsnce, destroy it's credit, produce fear of
inflation with rising prices snd general discontent.

>

7. Promote unnecessary strikes in vital industries, encourage civil
aisorders and foster a lenient snd soft attitude on the part of govertment

toward such disorders.

8. By specious argument, cesuse breskdown of moral virtues, honesty,
sobriety, continence, faith in the pledged word.

end finally, cause the registration of firearms on some pretext, with
a view of confiscating them and leaving the population helpless.

These sre actuel quoted statements of a Commmunist document concerning
Tules for bringing sbout a revolution, conflscate by Allied Forces way back
in 1919.
Frightening isn't 1t? AU A B
‘JL SN T b
[, ll—.!'{ o+
. ,.-4—1_6&! S‘P«(J@m ted
bo7 &

Jev [t T dgq 7
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memoran. um e

Cealiahan
Casper
Conrad
Felt
Gale

TO * Mr. Bishop

Rosen
Tavel
Wallers

Soyare
Tele. Room
Holmes
Gandy

A

:’--1-“:. ) 1 ! }

- ) : (1 I J
MR 1Y On October 26th, Franklin, Louisiana,
i called the Bureau and spoke to SA of the Crime Records

~—t Section.

l Fsaid he wanted to know whether or not

- Martin Luther’King, Jr., was a member of the Communist Party.

- His reason for asking was that his child was being forced to study

= - E,} (Qj; about King in school.

L —was advised that our files were confidentiaf

o and no information could be provided to him. He said that he intendg
— |, to write the Director concerning this matter. Bureau files contain
< " no references to

S RECOMMENDATION:

b For information. . .
BB e
HERELL L‘»; '""J\S SPWIJ-
~ DfyTEe2-L Sl o2k

- - Mr. Sullivan pu : 81{
i-ﬁr. SBiislhop REC-20 /(f’/) -/ C L6 M'B l _

- 1-M. A. Jones

- LSL:pn /n (5 .
=7 LgLpn o 6) FX-103

i
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Mr. MWrf
; 7 | Mr. %yi é;

(\ ‘-:CF“ V :r. g l;l:han;{‘ﬁ .
Pietsburgh, Pennsylvania 153%9 LivEy M:szrq__
P Mr. Conrad
30 :?3kfﬂs Mr. Felt __ !
OF i¢ IQE'( :;r. gale .

r. Rosen

-— Mr. Tavel
SEF | wr. walters

September 3, 1970 L4t coy,
SEL

Mr. Soyars

<)

b7< President Richard M. Nixon \ // WTERKAL § | Tele: Room
White House ; HVILREY ‘ Miss Holmes
Washiheton, D. C. o AL . -.b |Mise Gmdy

Y N VY

Dear Mr. ‘resident: o “ - / -

- R - /<| A / N

t The members of the\Baptist Minister's Conference in Pittsburgﬁj’
Pennsylvania, wish to express their grave concern relative to
the recent slander attempt on the character and veracity of the
late Dr, Martin Luther King. The article in Time Magizine and
other newspapers raises & serious question about a flagrant
imisuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethies. As you
fprobably know this slander attempt was connected with the Federal
jBureau of Investigation's telephone tap of Dr. King. The pur-
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in-
Ayvestigation to determine if Dr. King had Communist affiliations.

Very little was said about tEE'Hggative findings of the F.B.I. }i

L}
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but much has been said about the other "things" the F.B.I. in
g | vl Wa= T CArnaw Danirne v mawed nislnwe hanssd Arvwdme

'BCLICLGL QAU U'lh ¢ oJ @ ;:.ua:u. LWV YTLd il POAlLLbALWwULdL LITALU WUl ALLE

iDr. King's lifetime, We have waited in vain for some word to
iset the record straight from the office of the Director. In
the absence of such a word we have no recourse but to suspect
that all of the above is being done by approval of the F.B.I.

and perhaps the administration,

4
3

=

ALL INFURS,

DAT

‘Mr. President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B.I
seems to be a "privileged person'' beyond the reach or control
of any person or principle. However, we desire that both you
and he know that our concern is serious and shall be combined

with whatever action necessary to maintain the good name of

— R o= W AT = 3 il L e I

our fallen brother who spoke bravely to our Nation and even el &
brought her honor by receiving the Nobzl Preace_Prize, /
DL el . @ 00 L2k! Z./‘.';- md FED, BU. GF INY,
1= 00T % 16707 AZ AL f./:._-_nq:_-’:?:_é.:
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October 12, 1970

-/(‘( é’7d-—-— _}8 Eﬂ
. All AL
o1
orewood, Wisconsin 53211

e L Il‘ll Um; 'h‘J:’;I A .-'-.r,.":“ ;
ggzm ISUNCLASSF i
- N E2.s
YO Le€l BYSPY)pmpmul.
:‘-— N é 67-6
T The letter from your wife and you to the President was
referred to this Bureau and received on October 7th. I can readily

underatand the concoarn that nrnmnf'nd vou to write and I would like to

LA & AR iEA Y R4 WALE freN

L L emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made information

- - o regarding Martin Luther King available to any unauthorized source

ST at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, we have, however,

- disseminated information concerning King on a high level within the
Executive Branch of the Government.

o 1 would further like to assure you that the FBI does not

in blackmail activities and there ig not one gshred of truth in the
nt

T AWANS i Sman W WAENs SFRA A Wwid W WE W WA AL WAL

hat this Byreau blackraailed Martin Luther King.

: I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which
— appeared in "The Evening Star,” Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969,
which you may not have had the opportunity to read. The information

i in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI's position

i in this matter.
* /
T . MALED & Sincerely yours, V

0
- CT 12197Q 1. Edgar Hoover
( Py |L__rommsBr * - 5
S T ) T, e, ; ‘_ : DL :.,, -.‘: P A §
= B :ull::viri - _:7 ,' *‘ o )/0/
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“ Cemw T NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. /
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(« S 5
- Mr. Brennan; C
orewood, Wisconsin 53211 :i %::f:.;
August 13, 1970 ; ;:gﬂ: -
\/2 s Mr: Roae%
; = [ Mr. Tavel
v : a | Mr. walters
President Richard M. Nixon ALLINFUWAAT S 27T 0 5 ¢ [T poon
The White House | N/ 2O k‘. LT e Miss Holmes
Washington, D.C. 20006 HEREIT! 1S UNCLASS f : Mies Gendy
: DATED-Zé-p1 DY_/t/Jmnm.E
Mr. President: ‘O." a <

§
-/(

: My wife and I were greatly disturbed by the newspaper
.accounts and the article in TIME MAGAZINE concerning what appears
to be the uncontrolled use of wiretapping to gather information -
labout the personal lives of American citizens. The gathering and
releasing to the publ;c of information concerning the private life
of Dr. Martin Luther Klng by one of the highest ranking members

of the Executive Department is virtually impossible to understand o
and condone.

We are both white, past 40, and I am a veteran and a
member of management in a Milwaukee manufacturing company: we
could never be classed as "protesters," but when this type of
Orwellian tactiec is brought to light it is frightening, and one
has to wonder what has happened to our freedom and right to
individual privacy. This kind of action by our national leaders .
seems to give our young people considerable justification for f\\:

their concern over the integrity of our government,
In the interests of internal peace and the restoratﬁbn

of faith in the integrity of our Federal Government, we sincerely
hope that the wiretapping of Dr. King's personal telephone con-

versations is thoroughly and objectively investigated. The damage
already done to his wife and children can never be exaus&d—_bu:_-

,steps should be taken to prevent s;mllar incid ture.

i ] IREr.59 /0040 L L70— 32? gxe cT )K 1970

We love this country, but feel that changes En govern- .
mental procedures are bpcoming more and more disturb TYT D 0T
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o October 13, 1970 e
< By  gy-GLo T )}y
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Your letter to the Attorney General was referred to
this Bureau and received by kr. Hoover on October 8th. He asked
that I assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities
and there is not one ghred of truth in the allegation that thig Burean

blackmailed Martin Luther King. o

With respect to your comments, he wanted me to enclose
a copy of a copyrighted article which appeared in "The Evening Star, "

Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, which you may not bave bad the
opportunity to read. The lnformation in this article is & matter ol -
public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter -

= He also wished me to most emphatically assure you that
= < [| this Bureau has not made information regarding Martin Luther King
g & | avallable to any unauthorized source at any time. - In keeping with the
s - ! FBI's responsibilities, information concerning King has been dissemi-
S nated on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government.
= Sincerely yours,
- 1/
D= /,cuwwa»«d? V ﬁ//a_/
- .
@z T Helen W. Gandy . %
S Secretary
T(ll!'-()ﬂ - T - ot
Mo _Enclosure . - ‘,‘ u}“‘ T T j’ :
Bisbop . Coors
?';;-nc—'i«.{"ﬂ‘OTE Correspandent is identifiable in Butiles 2o [ NNNNENEY
Conrsd f .
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Gale
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(2| = Are we free? Can the FEI do this to any citizen?
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- £ r. Tolson
(‘ </ REC :r. TSullhv
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Mir.

Mr.

Mr. Casper
Mr. Conrad .
Mr. Felt
Mr
M
Mr.
Mr.

LIS
Nashville; oo rruamr03 Ve OF Leg
(Mailing address only) . . 1

September 22, 1970

oo

Tavel
. Walters
e Mr. Soyars
The Honorable John Mitchell 7 J”"é o Hotoas
Attorney General j Miss Gandy
Mharm vt dmd O cd o=

41l Uilluvoud JgLgLes

Washington, D. C.

A ———— e e e 44 =

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

Please ask one of your assistants to answer this letter.

Soon there will be a book on the stands-about Martin Luther
rirz. This is a statement which was in TIME Magazine.

The story said that the information pertaining to the morals
‘of Martin Luther King was secured from the FEI.

It seems the FBI bugged the Hotel and Motel rooms of Martin

o)
Luther King trying to prove that he was a commnist and was against\/ [} &
the Govermment of the United States. o
®

I admit that the FBI has a right to do this. But what right
tbe ;lef ef the "E'BI +VG cn'l'l irm Tim Rine arnd Tandnima hidm -kn-&

4 Al i e BALE QiU ALTLULUWLLGT U alruuYy

B

I n
his morals and threaten him that he would make his moral-1ife known
1f he did not quit talking about the FBI.

- G o7~
Is it legal for the FBI to make its findings about cit.lzens -

known to would be authors? P
wn to wo authors? EX-T].Z REC.03 /ﬂé_,/-r—z,

Stran nge to say v T heard sl1]1 this from a man who was clo to the
Johngon Administration and today is closer to the Nixon Adm:l.mstrat:.on.
I never told it because why should I tell something derogatory 10 g semme s

man's character. W
4 ocT B 10—

Thank God Martin Luther King was not a communist, or that wow.u
have been told to all the United States and the world.

CORRES
If ¥& did not leave a clean moral l1life, I leave him to the mercy o
|God and not to the preachments of the FBI. ¥ED. BU. OF INV.
N oy — - a7
f ”t\ _ [ e f—mPTTT
‘@Ef, RL‘.CE’VED \ -7 prETv
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Page 2-Mitchell

the author has tb:write about Dr. King what he knows and not what
he gecured from the FBI.

\ His body is dead and this book is to be published.- I think
God bless you. God love you.
Pray for

Your servant,

 fl—
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Ayapa

G{ /L X M. ggkg:’;nc/n_
} Mr, Callahan—
\/ Mr. Casper
Mr. Conrad ——

o Mr. F-lt-—Z

Mr. Gile Lo
Mr. Kol

Mr. Tavel .

b-, (_C) August 13, 1970 ' Mr. Walters.——

Mr, Soyars.
_Tele. Room e
Miss Holmes ——o
Miss Gandy

- s a2,
. Dear Mr Attorney General- ﬁ A o

o You must expedite a thorough investigation of the J Edgar Hoover-
o Dr Martin__Luthex(,King hassle about wire taps-King was said to be free of
‘'subversion by Hoover, but Hoover brought in the "facts" ? that he was

T sleeping with people other than Mrs King and lecturd him on morals.

:Is this Mr Hoover's job? Please answer.

Hayward, California 94545

D eed e

_ So let Hoover explain to you and you in turn explain to the nation if
= i""catting around' discovered by tapeing & wire tapping is a legitimate
4 goal as one of our Justice Dept's jobs. K it is, say so!

I don't know if King engaged in extra marital games, do
you? William Randolph Hearst, former President Harding and people high
in Washington D.C, in the past have been suspected of this, so why not
wire tap these men and women ? I'd like to get a personal answer to

this letter.
B
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7{} el /00~ /e r0- 2325 September 30, 1970
(s
A3 Honorable Charles . Percy gLt INFORMATION CONTAINED
L= ni es Sena , - ' -
o Washington, D. C. 20510 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED \

My dear Senator:

S At L
: , v yip
K T LL) ication to the Department of Justice
= concerning Chicago, Illinois, has been
X referred to ureau and was received on September 26th,
i In order to enable your constituent to get his facts
o straight and not rely upon irresponsible news media, you may wish

T e oo 1 el

— to tell him that the wiretap on Martin LutherKing was ordered

persona.uy oy Iormer Attorney General Robert Kennedy.

el Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which

- appeared in “"The Evening Star,' Washington, D, C., on June 19,
. 1869, which you may want to furnish Mr. Mauro. The information
= in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI's

{ position in this matter.

In accordance with your request, the enclosure you
furnished is herewith returned.

— Sincerely yours,
WAILED 24 ..
SEF5 1970 1. Edear Hoover
*X COMM.EB]
"/f‘ Toleon Enclosures (2)
L= .. Mohr -
g Bishop o — NOTE We have enJoyed friendly relatlons
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.. - § Mrﬁ w7

MrArerfanCD_
Mr. Callahan._
Mr. Caxper

Mr. Cenrad. ...—

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Ears
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Miss H.lmes
DATER-/ 681 _BY5 P4 @mivk ik
Lo 7 Iv
Wniled Hiafes . De

September 8,

Ghicago, I11incis
Respectfully referred to: %EP 1 4 .. . |
. CRIMIHAL DIVISIE 9
RECE!VEJSSUCG Department}_eEPEiVED ,
SEP101970 SEP 11199 e

CRIMINAL SECTION
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Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries ani)lzgmm'unications,
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August 16, 1970

Dear Mr, Percy,

You're probably aware of an alledged wire tap put on the late
Dr. M. L. King, Jr. The wire tap was to have been placed by
J.E. Hoover according to time magazine.

Now if this insidious wire tap was placed, then Mr. Hoover
should not be in his present position, Would you kindly let me know
‘when or if you shall insist upon a Congressional investigation in

ithis matter ?
2 ]
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ALL INFORMATION COHTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFiED
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- i Chicazo, Ilinois €0G03
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September 23, 1870

ALL INFORSATIY™ CONTAIRED
HEREIN 1S #0753 T \
NATER-16-€1 7 "SP4 mut

Lol Dear Sir: ba70b
P Notwithstanding the unwarranted personal atiack on
r i me in your letler of Scptember 17th to the Attorney General which
S was referred to this Burcau and received on September 22nd, I can
. en:-:h.:ti celly aszure you the I'BI has not made information recarding
L= Ilartia Luther Zing available to any unauthorizad source. In kecning
E v*r:.: cur re:-:a::smht\..,, we have, however, disszminntszd morr;:».on
uia ccacerning ing oa a2 high-level bacis within the Execulive Branch of )()
oz Government, Furliormore, this Burcau does not enzaze in
- blachmnil activities and there {s not cae shred of truth in the allegp-

infilization of &

3 9%

aridcles CJGE.AS g leader cf

Ifl tf‘ . _" _
m

[y

- et o e e 1 T——

- : tAAILED 24
\/ . SEped 1970

- ; . »
. - K -\ - (
» ]

COMM-FBI ‘

~ an
i Yulr )
. g Jhshop : o
£ .0 Hrewnan, D,
) ToCatadan L _
Casper

Coi |
L 2 Tolwon .
::’-"i Skl v i

*

F)

1- Clucago - Enclosure

HRH:jls (4)

‘ Walters ___

i — (137

1031 5%1192-6&1[:3 TELETYPE UNIT[C ] / /* ”’2’ //725/ _

e a e e b
TEESRITTY O

dea Gant MMarda Luther King was blackmailed by the FBI

Vezry truly yours,
J, Edgar Hoover -

John Fdzar Hoover
Director

SEE NQTE_ PA(_}E T™WO

.

,
Inrofar as ycur comments regarding "he arromant

adocnal Council cf CL'.:.‘:chc... by Ecover's rmea for
e ostansible p.zrpcse ci checkiny Communict thoutht in the clersy™

/ o

g arz comcaornsd, Ic2aonly 1: e"ume you are roferring to rocent p':c'-'s
' 2 rclizicus organization it the FBI
pizaied "azenls™ in his c'lurch. For your informztion, thase clatms
rac m-)l..;-ly unicundad aad erronecus and {his Bure:.u has naver
sceed an anslozy to anyone with respect to this as rone is due,

QRIGINAL FRER IN /)




———— ) [ )
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NOTE: Bulfiles disclose no prior correspondence to- however,

o

L RUPIEE S
B A -
AR AR . ,

o
crifin_

by letter 5/8/62 to the Attorney General he made uncomplimentary
1 remarks about the Bureau regarding a steel dispute and by letter to the
== 2 Director 1/4/63 he alleged Bureau Agents had contacted the University

of Wyoming in connection with 2 communist speaker who was to appear
on that campus, In his letter of 1/4/63 he claimed the source of his
information regarding such a contact was a statement supposedly

made by Justice Douglas of the Supreme Court.?l/ 4/63 letter

was not acknowledged and inquiry did not disclose Justice Douglas had

i made such a statement or that University of Wyoming officials were
contacted as alieged by U

-

|

2

R R O R AR R



S s o gyl OF MYia !g”.m&:ft
] o 1 hepd 7

. \/’ Mr Dot
K ( ; !} M. Caliahen
. - o S Mr. C.’is:‘r’er_ 'i

Mr. Conrid

L
.
L

Felua - - -
sul. Javel

: Mr. ¥ett 7~ ,
S . Mr. Grlo 7
g ~i M. h'ns':-k,
N ' . i
CoE »
‘ 1

——

Mr. Waltors. !
— n . Tele. B |
icago, Illinois 606 ee. Room.

k:?(c September 17, 1970 Miss Hoinres. _

1

Miss Gandy.... '
— L

A

PeoMe

Mr. John Mitchell

By e of che United States Ll INFORMATION CONTAINED
Washington, D. C. MEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
Dear Mr. Mitchell: DATE.Q_'.\!:QLBYM

b .
This letter is written in complaint with the way 1) ((5

-

1

R ey
-""-‘L.-. B T SO

things are going on in your Department.
Y
N4 One thing I specifically object to is the belated Qﬁﬁ ’
N\ revelation of intercepted telzg;one conversations allegedly \\ Lz
made by the late Martin Luthe ing, Jr. If these revelationé};iz;

xr\iof his activities with another woman are true, they should A
have been revealed at the time. Over and above that, it o~ b6
is none of your business to be spying on other people's b :
Iactivities, be they proper or improper. For this self- 5
jacclaimed hero named J. Edgar Hoover to reveal these things ¢
-about a man after he is dead and buried, is the mark of a Eln

! idog in the manger rather than a dedicated public servant. SV

b The Lord advised us that the one without sin should cast P

S the first stone. Let these operators in your Department,
Eé_; who feel they are so pure as to reveal things like this,

an © QEP 22 1470

A examine their own consciences before they start to attack
; a man who did more in his lifetime than any of them ever
will, and is now passed away.

oL e I am also annoyed at the arrogant infiltration of the

‘\ o~ National Council of Churches by Hoover's men for the
C;; } ostensible purpose of checking Communist thought in the

¢' clergy. It is none of.your business to check up on the
e .+ ,*  thought of anybedy. I read that there had been an apology
'.\;Jf)gp1on the part of the FBI because of these actions. I would
U {be happier if those responsible would be revealed and their .
; punishments publicized. I have an uneasy feeling that what
! has happened is a reminder to these bureaucrats who do things
j like this to be careful in the future not to get caught.

17,
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( ¢
Mr. John Mitchelly . Septembexi}7, 1970
Page 2 o A

That's about all I can say for now. I would like to

‘Isuggest some way of keeping Agnew guiet, but that is not .
your department. His outrageous and ill-mannered comments .
lare really not subject for Government inquiry. The people *
in their good sense (the silent majority that Mr. Nixon  »
talks so much about) have the best means of taking care of
a small caliber annoyance like this. That means is the
election which this fall will provide people with the
opportunity to pass judgement on people like Agnew. And,
of course, in 1972 he can be disposed of politically. It
|is probably better to live with him and his arrogance rather
than take any Governmental action.
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W, . Sullivan o

C. D. Brennan
Bishop

August 18, 1970
G. C. Moore

C. E. Enrlght
Glass

1 - Mr.
1 - Mr.
]— - !11‘0
DATE:
1l - Mr.
1 - Mr,
1 - Mr.

e

‘nan

Iahan
Casper
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen

Memorandum

Tavel
Walters
Sovars
Teile. Room
Hoimes
Gandy
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To advise you of further attacks on the Director as a resuk
of an erroneous Time magazine article regarding the Director andKing.

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

Time in its 8/17/70 issue, contained an article falsely
reporting that when King met with the Director on 12/1/64 the
Director used wiretap information on King's immoral conduct to
pressure King into toning down his criticism of the FBI. To protect
King's image, three of King's associates who accompanied him on
12/1/64 have publicly denied that the Director did what Time accused
him of, but they and their associates have c¢ontinued to use the
information to attack the Director. Jesseﬂzzpkson of Chicago, a
national official of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,
King's organization, has been particularly vituperative in his
attacks on Mr. Hoover and has called for the President to fire the,

Director. /7)

Attached is a newspaper article from the Chicago Daily
News 8/13/70 indicating that a teacher in the Chicago schools has
obtained signatures of over 100 prominent Chicago people on a petition
demanding that President Nixon fire the Director and that the Director
publicly apologize for dlsclosures he reportedly used to pressure King.

V‘.

Y

Bureau f11es and Chicago eferences to

Chicago has no additional information about the petition but
is conducting a discreet investigation to ascertain who is behind the
petition, including the possibility it is Jackson. It appears doubt-
ful that Mrs. Beach did this on her ovm. /oo, cc 7 “

. % vrsce e - A8 41
OBSERVATIONS REC 18 " (o ocT 2/ 1970

By a separate memorandum, a mass media item has been pre-
pared, pointing up the unfairness and deceit—of these—comtinuing
attacks in the face of public denials by all of King's associates who
accompanied him on 12/1/64 that the Director applied such pressure on

\&ghg. .
Enqlosure-v- N 11 ;vJ ; = "7 / J’- f/j//(/f
1004106670 < 7/ ACTION PAGE TWO (
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Memorandum G. C. Moore toc C. D. Brennan
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
100-106670

ACTION:

You will be furnished any pertinent information
developed by the Chicago Office regarding who was behind

this petition. ,')(55
-
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' By Arthur Gorlick

A petition signed by more
than 100 prominent Chigagoans
— including Mrs. Gale s

1 &nd top jazz musician Ramsey
wis — has been sent to Pres-
ident Nixon demanding he fire
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover.
The petition also calls on
__| Hoover to make an immediate
~. public’ apology for disclosures
* that Fe reportedly used infor-
. matioy} obtained by wiretap-
ping én the telephone of the
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr,
to pressure the civil rights
leader into toning down his
criticism of the FBI.
; The wiretapping allegedly
- uncovered information about
.+ Dr. King's extramartital activ-
! jties.
HOOVER reportedly con-
- fronted Dr. King with the wire-
. tap tratffscripts  during  their
. heavily bublicized 1964 meet-
i ing and ;hreatened to use them
I agamst hxm if he didn't ease
= I-I.p l.llb Ill.l.d.l.,na Ofi I.ll|: I'Dl
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‘Dastardly attack on King

¥ ey
w . g

Lewts

d

Hoover's “recenl character
assassination” of Dr. King, the

Mrs, Sayers

petition says, “was a das-
tardly, devastating act done
with the releasing of supposed-
ly confidential information.”

“Dr. King's pnv;tte life had
nothing to do with the tre-
mendous impact he has had on
all of our lives,” the petition
continues

5

‘“Mr. Hoover’s acy, can cause
an even more serim’s polariza-
tien of our county. If he is
allowed to remain in his
present post, the Iast bastion
of law that we trust is now in
jeopardy.”

|

———— e a - o -

TO0 prominent Chlcagoans

ask Nixon tofire Hoover

THE PETITION was circu-- f :1 oo

Jated through the South Side’s '

moderately well-to-do Jackson
Park Highlands community by
Mrs. Roscoe Beach, a master
teacher in the Chicago schools

and insahidae tha
ROU UlGIULGES LW uauu:-] Ul i

merous prominent bla:k and
white physicians, cle gymen
and lawyers, and at Iqist one
high school principel.

Mrs. Beach said she obtained
the mames on the petition
during four hours of knocking
on doors of her neighbors.

“I had to do it,” she said.
“Nobody speaks for us. We
don't belong W organizaiions
with leaders who can make
statements that get public at-
tention. But we had to let
people know how terrible we
fee] about this.

“If he (Hoover) doesn't have |

any respect for the milligas of
people like us who revere the
untulfilled dreams of JAartin
Luther King, he should at least
consider his widow and his
children and his father.”
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In reply to your letter of S8eptember 21st, I would
like to emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made
information regarding Martin Luther King available to any

unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi- .

, ¥ -.  bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning

King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government.

Bincerely yours,

1. Bagus Hoover ?!(M

h7(¢ "

, o iles disclose prior liiﬂitegyorre;pondence with
, t-outgoing 9/16/70"in response to his letter
regarding alleged blackmailing of Martin Luther King by the

Bl.lfggu.
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Sept leljr |

SPring[ielcl, Illinois 62704

Dear bkir. Lioover: -

or your letter and imsert concerning

Thank you very much T
This clears up your authority

Msrtin Luther +ing.
for wiretapping.

\But my main question isgtill unanswered: Why did the
\FBI revesl the fact (if it is e fuct) of Dr, King's

J11icit sex life 7

Of course there are thousands of very prominent people
in illicit sexr ( which is a disgrace to America)} but

4t geems to me that the FBI has no right to reveal these
episodes, even if in the course of other investigations
these ere accidently aiscovered, no right to reveal

this sort of thing even tofthe oifice of tke president.
For if such juicy gossip once leaves your files, there is

gure to be & lesak.

e T PR

why did ybq_;gggglﬁxgggg_gl;ggeg facts gbout §
. pom— Respect
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September 23, 1870

Your letter addressed to President Nixon, with
enclosure, has been referred to the FBI and was received on
September 18th.

I would like to emphatically assure you that-4his
Bureau has not made information regarding Martin Luthef King
available to any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with
our resnonsibilities, we have, however, disseminated information
concerning King on a high level within the Executive Branch of
the Government. Ewould further like to assure you that the FBI
does not engage in blackmalil activities and there is not one shred
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther
King.

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star,*' Washington, D.C., on June 19,
1869, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The informa-

tion in this article is 2 matter of public record regarding the FBI's
pocition in thic matter,

MAILED 24 _ Sincerely yoﬁrs,
5E7221570 | g
J. Edgar Hoover ‘

COMM-FBI £ coo SN }\L, e {la B/

1 _ ] : . - V* (‘b\ ) ‘.
Enclosure o \}3 ‘ e Su

noe

i e

NOTE: On basis of available infoi'mation, correspondent is not
identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosure to ker letter is a copy of a Carl T.
Rowan column concerning -the King cont17versy
(% ] b ﬂ = - )
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MA, TOLSON

bo-s- * OFFICE OF DIHECTORQ MR. SUBLIVA
'FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION u%n—m J
O UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Vu W

5 .~ August 16’ 1970 . MR, BRENN

-

MR, CALL AH AN

I D MR. CASPER

ST S i President Nixon A{L JNpopets7, 7Y i oMimy

e

L

. .
* MR FEDT

2 _ - White House P10 1% 0 r o tan HaLe
N Washington D C HE“L‘)‘ (VI FERT _‘nu __HO.SEN ]
}1}“( ’ DATER: M-S 7 B A R
HJ “ ~ . Dear President Nixon: (90'7‘0 MR. WALTERS

MR S0Y ARS

g

MR. JONES

| The enclosed article by Carl T.

: . TELE. ROOM
Rowan appears nauseating to me,

MISS HOLMES

B ) : Ifeel J. Edgar Hoover is above wisseanoy —
K blackﬁmailing any body.

o I would like J. Edgar to make a statement on
this accusation, also just how such statements on

P .Luther King were made’ 1 have always felt the F.B.1.

% *.. -  Office could do no wrong; that they were highly

' respectable,

B T e

. If J. Edgar were to leave the FBI, I surely
hope & pray the reason is other than Rowan suggest.

. 1 Wishing you success in all your endeavors,
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The nub of the King-Hoover disptite

By Carl T. Rowan

WASHINGTON — There is
unwritten rule in this town tha
ists don't write about
the sexual peccadilloes
of prominent public of-
ficials.

In this town where
not much hanky-panky
goes undetected, that
gentleman's (?) agree-
ment has kept many a
philanderer's political

career from goin
AL el AR WAL 6\"“5 uj-'

in the smoke of his
wife’s divorce court anger.

For this unwritten rule permits the

really top political figures to shack up
and ship out without their constituency
ever petting a whiff of scandal—unless
the poor kluck is dumb enough to smoke
in bed and set the mote! afire.

But that gentleman’s agreement
apparently does not apply, even post-
humously, to a man like Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King. So certain characters keep
oozing into public print the kind of sa-
lacious gossip about King that they only
whisper about carousing White House

- vccupants and aspirants.

TIME MAGAZINE has now put into

" iprint some six-year-0ld gossip about -
. lwhat allegedly occurred when King had

vhis celebrated confrontation with FBI

Miwomdne T Trdn-n Yo nia_ £ wrnd
ALV J, BURdD IUOVET 1N 1004,
i

Time says: “Hoover. . .explained to
King just what damaging private detail
he had on the tapes and lectured him
that his morals should be those befitting
a Nobel Prize winner, He also sug-
gested that King should tone down his
criticism of the FBI. King took the ad-
vice, His decline in black esteem follow-
ed....”

This will surely please those who
hated King and everything he espoused
and who waged an incessant campaign
of character assassination even while
he was glive.

It will also anger many blacks who
know that King was a puritan compared
with some Washington characters who
enjoy the protection of the press’ gen-
tleman’s agreement.

SOME OF KING’S aides deny Time's
version of the HooverKing con-
frontation. They say there was no men-
tion of King's personal life.

Perhaps not. But I kmow for a fact
that what Time printed was fed, by the
FBI, to dozens of congressmen, espe-
cially, those who detested King's fight
against racism and segregation. I know
absolutely that FBI agents went 1o
many newspaper editors (o whisper the
same dirt.

Some of my colieagues who know of
the campaign 1o destroy King's reputa-
tion have expressed amazement that

more of EHIS Kind of mrly business has

not taken place.

BUT THE ISSUE of overriding na-
tiona} importance is not whether King
engaged in extramarital sexual activi-
ties. That is a personal matter which in
no way affects the national welfare. Nor
is there any point in arguing about
whether Time should have printed this
old gossip.

The critical question is whether this
saciely is going to permit public offi-
cials who tap telephones and bug hotel
rooms to blackmail the victims of their
spying.

And let it be clear that Time has ac-
cused Hoover of blackmailing King.

if Hoover can do this out of personal
pique, why cannot some other official
use wiretap and bugging data for politi-
cal blackmail? Or to extort money?
What is to stop officials from spreading
dirt out of pure malice?

AND THAT IS why no free society

ought to blindly approve new author-

- itys for spying on the private lives of
its citizens. Or ler the Army and other
bureaucracies start computerizing their
stockpiles of dirt and gossip.

And that is also why naming a new
FBI director will be one of the most
important presidential appointments of
this generation — assuming someone
comes along in this generation with the

lcrmrage to iet J. Edgar Hoover retire,
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L September 22, 1970

ST-11%
b 7 ( ¢ ) Bellevue, Washington 98005

ves: QU

Your letter to the Attorney General has been
referred to this Bureau and was received on September 17th.

With respect to your comments, I would like to
assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities.
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this
Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther Xing. s

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read: .The
mformation in this article is a matter of public record regarding

F ' MA:LEM IB 8 position in this matter.

o R : % O "‘f"',’ i
P R s = Sincerely yours,  ALL lNFU?!‘ AL QE:J A
L | commeai’ s - HERBN 1SL\UL J‘ o

Lo PO . &D

: 2 0lb

! Ygr {é = T Edrar Hoover

@,
f Enc osure | : ) 1?\51'/ .
;.rlll.“:n :_ 1 //ﬁ[ /4/

Molir __ - NOTE Our files contain no record of correspondent.

Hishap

.~" _.' Brennan. €D . ) o
- “alluhan LT . s
TE FMG:jmb (3) A s v
© Conrad __ s 4
- Fe — ‘{' ‘ - . ’/
Gule ;

.' Roren / 7 ' L
SR e — \ ¢! K - Q\ *
i , e :?.“_'\I“rh T . ) ‘ ‘\l J
SO e T Skl S ﬂm /q T r% .

.. e Gundy __ _ e MALL RODLI'[j TELE":{FE UN’ITE .
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Mr. Callahan.—
Mr. Casper..
Mr. Conrad ..
Mr. F-it.
My, Aaie, ,L_._
Mr. S
Mr. Tavel . _—
August 16, 1970 Mr. Tavl .
Mr. S.yars..
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes
Miga Gandy.

el
e

Attorney General John Mitchell
U.S. Department of Justice

Washington, D.C. . gl
P ,é/{'k/r
(o

Dear Attorney General Mitchell-

The story which has recently appeared in the news
regarding the invasion of Dr. Martin Luther King's privacy by
the F.B.1. in the form of wiretaps and listening devices and
the subsequent blackmail of Dr. King by J. Edgar Hoover is
a shocking one.

This incident should be immediately investigated by
an independent committee and, if there is truth in the story,
J. Edgar Hoover should be immediately removed from his post.
What more dangerous and un-American act could there be than
the use of secret police tactics to stifle the activities and
freedom of a great American leader.

Sincerely yours,

p(e) -

13 i ‘\‘\'!‘r‘),ir-h
ALL ‘lNF\ F?v.nwj. ‘.P -i\ e
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| September 2, 1970
W8 [ 80 -/0blT0 —ZFzp

. e o
.- f_‘}Honorable Peter H. Dominlck W
Si-i < ynited States Senate

o

Washinzton, D. C. 20510

) My dear Senator: //
’x N Your leiier of Aupust 27ih and the enciosed copy ol

! [ { a letter from your constituent in Boulder, Colorado, have been

s received.

L

In response to your inquiry, 1 can assure you that
the FBI does nol enzage in blackmall activities. Also, there is
not one shred of truth In the allegation that this Bureau black-
malled Martin Luther King.

Enclosed 18 a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared In  The Eveninz Star,' Washington, D. C., on June 18,
1669, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The

ll.l.l.Ul'iIld.tl.Ull lﬂ U.lw “Ll(.l.e W a ma.uer D.l pmuu: I'BLUI'Q ITLharulng

the FBI's position In this matter.

Bincerely yours,

MAILED 28 At URFORMATION CONTAINED
o 7, Edgar Hoover  MEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
SEP2- 1970 DATEJ_ (681 gygp YJ Bl o
| __commrBI . 9%
Enclosure b2

-

/ i T ,
( ,{1 - Denver - Enclosures (2) IR ~"! CB

s

NOTE: Senator Dominick (R-Colorado) is on the mailing list to receive

Tolaon ° -~ the Uniform Crime Reports bulletin. He enclosed a copy of a letter from
Vi an unidentified constituent which contains unfounded allegations against
' K 5:2::i,,:ﬁ_: the FBI based on recent false information a.ppearing in Time m@azme

izt S —— article.

’ ‘ Conrard_ o T, )///'J

“w % gme____ REK:cam (6) L/ Mq J, L.
‘ s =

Rusen — of

Gandy - -~ . MAIL ROGM{aY] TELETYPE UNIT[ ]
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RALPH YARBOROUGH, TEX., CHAIRMEP” -
Yo

*  JENNLNGS RANDOLPH, W. VA, JACOD K,
HARRISOMN A. WILLIAMS, JR., N.J. WINSTOM L. TY, ¥T.
CLARDARME PELL, R.i. FETER H. DOWurCK, COLD,

EQWARD M, KENNEDY , MASS, QEORGE MURPHY, CALIF.
GAYLORD NELSON, WIS. RICHARD 5. SCHWITIKER, PA,
; WALTER F. MONDALE, MINN, WILLIAM B. SAXRE, OHID
; THOMAS F, EAGLETON, MO, RALPH T, SMITH, ILL.
ALAN CRANSTON, CALINM,
Y’ HARCLD E. HUGHES , IOWA
ROBERT . HARNIS, STAFF DINECTOR
JOHN . FOREYTHE, GENERAL COUNSEL

s
Vinifed Hiales Denafle

COMMITTEE ON
LABOR AND PUBLIC WELFARE

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr, & Ilri‘\:r‘ar
rf_. Aiehr.
% el-

Mr. Brenn¥CD__

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Callahan___
Caspar.
Conrad. ____

Mr.
Mr. Soy
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes

Miss Gandy. __.___

August 27, 1970

m.—hd—_— ;
Congressional Liaison
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C, Ve A
~ oo,
B Dear Sir: | e L'J ! ‘ / ny
: - . | Enclosed is a2 copy of a letter from a constituent, I am con- ,\
R ' p ;
. ! \ cerned over the report of alleged coercion of Mr. King by the (-)' '
FBI and I would appreciate any information you could give me (::) |
/ ;
regarding this, - Co)
3
ey :

Best regards,
ipcerely,

Lo
L) - ' f
.45321. /‘;Z;D€3q444~¢b16g7[3 . a?’ffzzﬂ
Peter H. Dominick
United States Senator
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A vl = 51974 Boulder Colorado
SR e v . o l20Tn 1 23 August 1970
. RG Lo VT -

% " tl
i—*3 Dear Senator Dominkek: ﬂ)
S
Eﬁri The RIGHT of the people to be secure in persofe..se.e.. SHALL NOT

- '3 be violated,,,..s.4th Amendment to the Constitution
——,"'; !,‘
: |Time wmagazine,.."J. Bdgar Hoover explained to Martin L. King just
L what Private detail he had on tapes .....suggested
P that King should tone down his criticsm of FBL.."
ijii ‘ Denver Post..."l know absolutely that FBI agents went to many
ol newspaper editors to whisper the same dirt that

. Time published"
The RIGHT of the people to be secure in PersON..sesesssssSHALL NOT
be violated.ss.ss.4th Amendment to the Constitution

5o | Spokesma n for the FBI, " No Comment"

Sorry Mr Senator, No Comment is just not good enough for We, the People
in this instance ,eee..we have had some serious discussions about the
seemingly constant erosion of the rights of the ipdividual....This is
an overt violation and seemingly no one is speaking out or doaing

R . R T N -

- tone damn thing about it,

Where do the people go tb get the warning whistle blown on the
forcible suppreassion of opposition,.....We need it blown loud and
clearlyscees

R Sk aairuitd | § ok S

Many of us really believe our form of government is the best... This
incident makes us Vomit,escse
Try to explain democracy to our children in terms withthis itemeove

Mo b0 Aofond A
ATy VO delend aemocraly

<Y &
Try to have faith , pay t

————

e

againet a*thar Farme with thie item._ ..
S81IiGE CLICl L0ULILG Walil Wil LbTlssw
a

xes, support government, support J., Edgar
With thiB item......

-
'

The right of the people to be secure in PERSON,,....SHALL NOT BE VIOLATED....

{Many of us would like tohear frop you ..... on this item...

S
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Atm#ea vmou commm
MEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIF_D

e OATES?Z{é,, <t _BY I September 17, 1870

f.}
B

i bo%h
% REGM SII e JOGE 7O~ P

sl
- /bl

S I received your letter on September 15th. With
L respect to your comments, ¥ can assure you the information to

which you referred was not released by this Bureau. Information

concerning the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luther King,

= {
- whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because of
, Department of Justice regulations regarding all matters of a ’
" | . confidential nature, \
. < Sincerely yours,
. MAILED 8 S Y. Edzar Hoover
: ' CONMAL-FB
NOTE: On basis of available information correspondent is not identifiable
- in Bufiles.
== Talson
!:":"{ Sullivan _
ETE e A T
H - Casper / .
‘ l‘mlm(l e L/ 4T
R f V/‘/) _

- 9_70
| rgl:;\"g'"fsa 2g W0

Gandv _ IL RCOM[ ] TELETYPE UNIT ]
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* ( " { Mr. Tolson
P Mr., Bullivan ____

L Mr. .
Y ( "‘L} Mréh %;4
(C . Mr.Brén

. Mr. Callahan__.

\/| Mr. Casper
Mr, Conrad.___
g s ) Mr. Felt
S e ' ~ Mr. Gile
B : Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tavel.
Mr. Walters
Mr. Soyars.
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes___
Miss Gandy

57(9 Big Spring, Texas 79720 ~———==

Sept. 9, 1970
Mr. Je. Edgar Hoover, Director . Z,CZJZJ

Federal Bureau of Investipation -
Ninth Street & Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C, 20535

Dear Mr, Hoover:

Soon after the death of Martin Luther King there was an
article in the Lubbock Avalanche Journal implying that Mr,

- Martin Luther King was a communist and that many of his
E@;;L Speeches had been written by known communist, The article
- indicated that the news release came from your office, Do
E o you have any information you would share with me confirming
e this?

Sincerely yours,

|

2N

]

:’K@-
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

1
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September 18, 1870

" o o LLINFGRNE T mTAI
lﬂ'—C'EE /(}D/ /00670 - )f\ ‘7/ Lil F\ P A L
-y

£,
o

Y AEREN IS Uitevsr 217D
s :F DATE 2 -/ b4 BYSP 10
< /. Poun Bristol, Mame 04568 637

o e

'1:-_ I have received your letter of September 14th.
= I would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in
¢z blackmatl activities and there is not one shred of truth in the

allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Lauther King.

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1869, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
irformation in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the FBI's position in this matter, \

P BT

= Sincerely yours,
:b: J. Edgar Hoover
e Enclosure ]

NOTE: Bufiles show nothing pertinent regarding correspondent,
MSR:jmh (3)

e ' - /d/\ "'";};, N ot
N p— Ll /g ;Q \,\}\’ ?

P Bishop
.

e, (
4 Brennan, ¢, ___ < /l'g
Callahan MAHLD 8 - ’ ‘
s Cosper ___ Y et o
> Coonrad S "* i PRV N -
Fell ; v
FooGaele ___ ' ’ g \
B E Rosen ___ JCPJI‘JM-FBI o 'ﬁ
PO Tevel — ; . R
= ’ . Walters b é . q by i ‘
¢ Sovars ___ .
; Tele. Room __5 5 S E P :,:l: 1970 : [
Holmes ____ _—
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()

. Edgar Hoover
Federal Bureau of Inve-tigation
Washinpton D,C.

Dear Mr. Hoover;

Asking, please, for my own infommation, and hecause something
of the reputation of my lste friend Martin LutherKing Jr., and a great

Septenber 14 1970

Mr,
Mr., -

i

. Cagper.
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt .
Mr. Gele .
Mr. Resen___

Tel‘e. Room.
M.as Hoimes .
Miss Gandy

Yo
b
n _—

nCD__

. Colinhan___

Mr. Tavel .
Walters

i3

FEEIER L

r. Tetorm |

M

Ml'.J g

M
r.Hren

Mr

Mr.

deal of your own reputation seems t5 be at stake —-

How much truth is there in the report which I rezd in the

follows:

weekly church bulletin of th: Berkeley First Naptist Church, as

"The Time mégazinz revelation that the F.B.I. uncovered

through wire taps, instances of marital infidelity on the part of
Iartin Luther King Jr. several yesrs ago and that J, Edgar Hoover
faced ¥ing with this fact and asked him to back down in his

criticisn of ;he FeBualW"

The note concludes with the suggestion:

"It would be reassuring, wouldn't it, if Hoover would firmly

deny the wiole thing."

I, for one, would greatly appreciste your statement about the

truth or falsity of this matter,

e "_\'- * :{::_D

L L]

Sincerely yours,

9]
¢ SEP 28 1970
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September 17, 1970
RS P S

I AL INFORMATION CINTAINED
L REcA U HEREIN IS Uiho L A55.FIED

i;;:—_;-f ] / " DATE 21 %-8)_BY Std sy it
P to76
P Provo, Utah 84601 h
B ' - |
s pe=r SN
E fj In reply to your letter of September 11th, this Bureau
b does not have any material for distribution regarding Martin Luther King
L which would be pertinent to your studies and it would not be proper for
A me to suggest an approach as to your study of him.

: With respect to your comments, information concerning
the alleged communist affiliations of Martin Luthexf'Ki_ng, whether sub-
stantiated or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice
regulations regarding all matters of a confidential nature. However,

I can tell you that at a press conference on November 18, 1964, I
A stated that he was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so

-~ j because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents
A J

= ‘-xlaj‘andling‘giqjl rights investigations in the South.
bf;‘;‘LEL) 8
R . '
\ ; N Sincerely yours,

CoNIFg J. Edgar Hoover

T
aL;’_":'é ; ) /

‘) 1 - Salt Lake City - Enclosure - ST /
)

- : Tolwon

% Sublvan NOTE: Our files contain no record of 'cdrrespondent.
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September 11, 1970

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Ninth at Pennsylvania Avenue
Washingten, D, C.

Dear Sir:

Last semester in my—class at - L?(Q/

the students engaged in digcussion groups concerning
the rhetoric of black spokesmen. We studied, among several others,
W. E, B, Dubois, Booker T. Washington, Ralph Bunche, Adam Cilayton
Powell, Martin Luther King, Eldredge Cleaver, Malcomb X, Mayor
Gordon Hatcher and Dr, Leon Sullivan, We were particularly interested

A Wa ki
in fnl[nmvng the L_l‘;.—‘_«!,u"'lge,g from the mild rhetoric of vvaau.ﬁusuuu to the

present black rhetoric in which certain characteristics are identifiable
with all revolutionary rhetoric,

i

-t
YT R

Martin Luther King figures as a trend influence in the shaping
of ideas among both blacks and whites, His speeches seem noteworthy;
indeed as I study thém I can find nothing objectionable, They are a
source of inspiration for cooperative efforts between peoples. However, N
my coileagues and I are disturbed because we keep running into hearsay
and some material from students indicating that King was a Communist,
a lier, and a repeatedly unfaithful husband, Consequently, we seek
your help in giving us whatever material you can concerning this man.

I have heard that Hoover, himself, called King a lier, yet I have no
proof,

S E
S T

S

R BRIt T

A e

What is the best approach to a study of this man, and his speeches,
who has become a hero to both black and white, Are we to discredit him

totally or are we to take his speeches at f value,
=Y " ec RECU0n — o ei0 -3

Pliease send me pubt1ca'tt16ns, bibliographies and suffgestiong= ===
concerning this dilemma.

e A T

10 SEP 181 1970

Sincerely yours,
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RE: ) BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY,
CTIO i

ET AL
(u.s.Db.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION KUMBER 76-118

5

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

ri.&ljfﬂé pulled from this file under court order of
S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to
ti

ional Archives.
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d On September 9th I received the copy of the letter
g addressed to the President by m&d you. I b "](Q)
o would like to emphatically assure y 5 bureau has not
e made information regarding Martin Luther King available to any
ot unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi-
o bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning

— King on a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government.

I would further like to assure you that the FBI does
not enzage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther

King.

I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in " The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
informatxon in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the FBI's position in this matter.

) /_/ / .--1 1 . ’ i / m"\i
L M,,_ED 22 Smcerely yours, B N l ‘
i olkon . -t " ‘ . .
25 g 15479 3, Bgat Hoovee - -
olr
:tsh(;:‘__- COMM FB, ' %\/V
re: Breanan, O, \ ; I ] - r»
~— (('::“:(hr.l - e /
< o ——— Enc osuxy BT })’
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September 3, 1970

President Richard
White House
Washington, D. C.

M. Nixon

Pittsburgh, Pemmsylvanis 15219 b7@») \/

ALL INECRMAT 12 07% -x,mu;n

o
Mr. Czalla —
Mr. Casper_——

. Conrad. —

mr, Feit 2
i r\, 3 Ga‘eZ—

/ ﬂrjbmﬂl_..—

I Tavel
My, Walters
Mr, Soyars ..
Tele. Boom _—
Miss Holmes
Miss Gandy

Dear Mr. President: I:)7(C) 6 07,6

CREINIS ™
e/ T cﬂmmw———-

l'rhe members of the_Conference in Pittsburgh,

Pannsylvania, wish to express their grave concern relative to

.the recent slander attempt on the character and veracity of the

'late Dr. Martin Luther’ King. The article in Time Magizine and
‘other newspapers raises a serious question sbout a flagrant
misuse of power and an absolute disregard of ethics. As you
'probably know this slander attempt was counected with the Fede
Bureau of Investigation's telephone tap of Dr. King. The pur-
pose of the telephone tap was alleged to be related to an in-
vegtigation 2o
'Very little was said about the negative findings of the F.B.I.
but much has been said about the other "things'" the F.B.I. in
general and Mr. J. Edgar Hoover in particular heard during

Dr. King's lifetime. We have waited in vain for some word to
set the record straight frowm the office of the Director. In
‘the absence of such a word we have no recourse bpt to suspect
!that all of the above is being dome by approval of the F.B.I.

!and perhaps the administration.

Mr, President, we are distressed that the Director of the F.B.
geems tc bLe a "pyivileged person" beyond the reach or control
of any person or principle. However, wé desire that both you
and he know that our concern 18 serious and shall be combined

with whatever action necessary to maintain the good name of
our fallen brother wha spoke bravely to our Natiem and even

brought her honor by receiving the Nobel Preace Prize.

REC 45 /L:'-/Jf é’/d-—}g
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deterwine if Dr, King had Communist affiliations.
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o S
L On September 14th I received your letter which
was addressed to me at our Springfield Office.

IA
L

With respect to your comments, I would like to
emphatically assure you that this Bureau has not made informa-
tion regarding Martin Luthes Kinc avallable to any unauthorized
sources at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities, we '
have, however, disseminated information concerning King on
a high level within the Executive Branch of the Government.

- I would further like to assure you that the FBI
does not engage in blackmail activities and there 13 not one shred
of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther

King. -

-7 7 1 am enclosing a copy of & copyrighted article which
appea.red in “The Evening Star,™ Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1969, which you may not bave had an opportunity to read. The
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the FBI's position in this matter.
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Feh

Gale Reurlet 9/9/70. Copy of letter from correspondent enclosed

5:53%, , event you did not maintain copy !o,r your files.
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NOTE Bufiles disclose prior limited cordial correspondence with "~
in the 1940's and 1950’
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UNITED STATES ERNMENT
%, Memorandum .
TO :DIRECTOR, FBI DATE:  9/9/70
PRINGFIELD (62-0)
I pringiield, Illinoie 6270l b f(Q
- INFORMATION CONCERNING <———. '
. Encl ewlth is the original of a letter
B received from dated 9/4/70, He is identified in
1 files of the Spr eld Division as having previocusly

corresponded with the Bureau,

b7t

In view of questions posed byﬂ it i
believed that his correspandence should no & &c wledged
and it is not being acknowledged by the Springfield Division.

1
@ = L2-113797-X1
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. Hinois 62704 Sept 4,1970

Spring e
Memo -J. Edgar Loover Lt
Re- kartin Luther hing, Jr. 'r

Returning from Vacetion, 1 have read about the FBL and
Dr. bing, in the TIME for August 17.

If the fects i. th.s article are shbstaatially true....
l- Why does the FBI bug a privete citizen?
2- Why make publie¢ his sex life?

#ould you have made public the sex life of & Senator
or business msn, especially if a Republican.

Respectfully

b{c)

Cepy %0 tresident hixon /0“’)" 7’5??’3/ ‘
) 6° ~
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September 15, 1970

Birmingham, Alabama 35215
Pirmingbam, Bltlama 208 )

eur QRN

Your letter was received on September 10th and
in reply to your inquiries, information concerning the alleged
communist affiliations of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated
or not, cannot be released because of Department of Justice regula-
tions regarding all matters of a confidential nature. I have never
publicly stated that he was a communist.

I very much appreciate your kind remarks concerning
my direction of the FBI and it is my hope our future efforts will con -
tinue to merit your,approval.

- . Sincerely yours,

) RO J. Edgar Hoover
| ey N AL INFCE AT HTAINED
| o DATE . e8] /S P entt
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no rt_e_éordfqu_' correspondent. {J\‘-'
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4". J. Zdnar "of‘\'r‘r, Director
Tedcral Bureau of Investigation D mmme e
as-ington, D. Cs

Derr 1., loover:

Lredictely followring the death of lariin Lutiw.er?:’rj.ng, nan people, in-
cluc:.ng hish -overnizat officlels, priciaied bin 1o be o natizmel hero
and, in fact, soce 2 cartT of i, Tt seems thal a conceried eflort 1is
beins oode toward Loving idm roerbered as ¢ great notional sero and leader
Ter the bettercent of manizind,

Articles iave a“*dparou in the prcss chotlng you asz stating tiaat ing was : XI|

csocisted, or affilicted, rith Cormunistebacked organizations or aztivities, gy
m
Sovld vou ;lee n Jurnish ce ilih inforration beering out the Tazt That Hing o
wos assost AN a2:ivalions or ac “_vitics. Azo, if peoocible, I P *;
:ou’;d _ ik se riih photost o tic eonies of press ariicles e 4
relating to Xing's astivitics inm this r,u(_rd. g? ¢
= T
T -rould 1lie %o fol-e tiic conertmity to thank you for reur elforis in A
2:igidting azninst toe tireat to ovr internol seourdty. The peosle of the J o
Lnit & 3tstes are svectl) a prec.ative. O
L i,
Teonls row 2n advance for “any infor-ition [fow can Sidsh c. i
€
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To advise you of additional information regarding the
attacks on the Director following the false report in Time magazine
that the Director pressured King into toning down his criticisms
of the FBI by using wire tap information on King's personal mis-
conduct.

# /
1 - Mr. % C. Sullivan ¥ —
Memorandum 1 - Mr. C. D. Bremman oo
B o 1 - Mr. Bishop ﬁer
L TO : MR. C. D. BRENN DATE: August 26, 1970 Rle
o 1l - Mr. G. C. Moore ::;’fj,,
: FROM : MR, G. C. MOO 9\/\/ 1 - Mr. Enright i,
C 1 - Mr. Glass Holmen
,;‘.‘ C Gandy
2.0k supJecT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 1., Pl
i‘ S ] /:"M
{3 (

\j

=
i e

A previous memorandum contained information that _
N glﬁrs. Roscoe-Beach, a Chicago school teacher, obtained over 100

L

D

signatures on a petition calling for the firing of the Director =
and a public apology by the Director because of the Time information.
Our discreet inquiries so far indicate that Mrs. Beach c1rc§1ated

Al

h
SRRNLY!

the petition on her own. However, an interesting fact was Mdeveloped.
Mrs, Beach's back yard faces the back yard of Jesse LouigyJackson.
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Jackson is the opportunistic_flamboyant publicity-
oriented Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) official
who heads Operation Breadbasket, the economic arm of the SCLC.
Operatlon Breadbasket pressures businessmen into hiring blacks,
stocking black-made products, and using black services such as
trash collectors and group insurance. Jackson has been touted
as possible successor to Ralph Abernathy as SCLC president. He
reportedly sent a telegram to the extremist Black Panther Party
(BPP) hailing the recent release of Huey Newton, co-founder of
the BPP, from jail. This is not the first contact Jackson has had
with the BPP, Further, he launched a vitriolic attack on the
Direcctor follewing the Time article, despite denials by Jackson's
SCLC associates who accompanied King that the Dlrector d
Time accused him of doing. "REC 18 /th - /t6 3?1?% :gzg
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?J As suspected or:.g:.n%},ly, it appears that Mrs..Beach.had-m

) ” at_least the guidance of Jackson‘in her petition work. We are

“ continuing to dlscreetly follow this matter and pertinent infor-
mation developed will be furnished.

f ACTION : None. For inf ormation-\/
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outh Carolina 20936 | 7@)

On September 8th I received your letter and appre -
ciate your best wishes and the interest which prompted you to send
me the newspaper clippings containing your views. With respect

to your inquiry, I am unable to advise you as to where you may par-

ik it T TR 1 LRt gl 4 S N

chase the book.
' J - Sincerely yours,
/
J. Edgar Hoover

= MAILED 8
' SEP 101970
58 COMM-FBI
J
% v
% NOTE: Bufiles disclose in December, 1964, we acknowledged

W correspondent's letter expressing her appreciatlon for the work
' pf the Bureau. Her clippings contain her views on a number of

o
f
= Tolon y top:cs that are of current interest and she calls upon her readers .
Y oo S to have pride ‘and faith in this comtry. L
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Greeting's from the low-country of South Carolina.
Mr. Hoover, I am writing to ask where I can purchase the book,
"The King God Couldn't Save”, by John Williams, Martin Luther
King got his communists training at Penn School at Frogmore S.C.
this is across the river from Beaufort S.C. I saw King on TV when he
accepted The Nobel peace prize. He said and I quote - 'T accept this
gift to help the cause of my depressed people” - what a big lie. 1have
2 nephew with the export-import bank in Switzerland --need I say more
Mr. Hoover. I have no respect for the memory of this Black man who
used his race as stepping stones to feather his own nest.

Dear Mr. Hoover -

I am venturing to send you a few of my "Reflective

Thinkings".
With all good wi ‘0
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DITORIAL

blackmailer supreme

¥ S

It has finally come to light.

”

common blackmailer, and probably has been for
years. At least that is, in effect, what conservative

{ J. Edgar Hoover, policeman Supl:emé, is a

‘Time magazine said last week.

The whole thing came out, according to Time,
when a militant black, novelist John Williams (The
King God Didn’t Save), decided to gather informa-
tion for a book centered around Nobel Peace Prize
winner Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. From most
reviews, Mr. Williams made some pretly strong
statements, never mind what Time came along
with after his effort was already in print.

Mimocave th

A XLL1R% GUJD L
at the time of his hook about the peace-preaching
black leader was that after Rev. King became
critical of J. Edgar’s FBI, he was called into Mr.

E';over's Washington office in 1964 and com-

at Mr. Williams did not know

¢ wr
L3 VALAIGALL I Whiehk &AW

v il

romised. This was done, according to Time, be-

ause J. Edgar was upset with the critical state- . °

ments Mr. King had for him and his department
after Mr. Hoover had publicly called the black
leader a “liar.” The blackmail scheme was pos-
sible, according to Time, because J. Edgar had
tapes conserversations with King and others in-
dicating an array of exiramarital love affairs Mr.
King was having.

J. Edgar’s plan worked and

Ll = et d

to Time

Arnnrding
Vi uiiiey Y A ARy &

[ L LA

'the later-to-be-assassinated non-violent Rev. King
':Ifell before the hand of the blackmailer.
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today, re/ tedly got part of his thrust for pov. } )
with the ( ss-fire plan to murder terrorist Job
Dillinger tuck in 1934. After that purported deew
was done, Mr. Hoover was thrust forward in his
organizing plan for what later became the FBI of
today. But speculation has it now that even in this’
early big “bust” Mr. Heover made a mistake, and ,
the body buried for Dillinger was not really Mr. =
o ' Dillinger at all, but an insignificant character
" resembling the badman. Mr. Dﬂhnger reportedly—-—

1 R -
g e L .
[ Y R o
1 ., R S

died anonymously only a few yearc ago after hvmg
out his life in the role of another man.

b

%
L

Meanwhile, lots of water has run under the
bridge for J. Edgar. The FBI has grown and pros- .
S -pered, now in its majesty to occupy its own new
' i building in Washington, D.C., which the Govern-
ment Services Administration just decided could .
Lo not have its own atomic reactor to generate elec-
ST tricity in.case of a& blackout, much against the
- wishes of Mr. Hoover.

. :.r-u‘r" n

'
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v il

How Mr. Hoover has been able to keep his -
hands clean through the years is anybody’s guess,
though it appears that regardless of his a-political
o , Position, he has remained in his high office through
N a host of administrations, with scarcely even a

rumor going around that one president or another °
might let him out.

ok

- : Anti-communist Mr. Hoover basked in glory
during the Joe McCarthy days; part of the image
- he gained then remains with him today, at least -
- . among the more wtra-conservative factions. Books
have been written about his under-handedness, and
7 _ attorney generals have occasionally found him dif-
- . ficult to cope with. But not one has had the power or |

: * the muscle to let the cop supreme out,-or even
0 ' bettei:, expose hxm for what batchelor J. Edgar !
really is. . :

T

In the current administration, the incident of J. | l

2 ‘| |Edgar’s blackmail of a martyred Nobel Prize
o 1 winner will go unnoticed, and undoubtedly Mr. |
L Hoover will retain his power and glory. But with the
. story now out of how he works, he should become

less effective at his old game, which he alledgedly
has fought long and hard to stop others from )
| playing.
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wete By, King
< LSPITE SEVERAL YIALS of book and news
4 story eriticism of J. Edwar Huover, director of
I

N the Federal Bureau of Investization, the malerial did
: not seem worthy of serious column interpretation.

Though the TBI azentry has ovcasion:dly been
avbitrary and even arrozint in PUSsLIL L Ly busls
ness, it has in generail ar_hnou}-
. edzed the limitations put on the
S pureaw by law. Inihis it hus been
several marks ahead of the run of
local and state police authoritics, |
and if this be true, Mr. Hoover de-
serves what credit acerues.

Bul now comes news antipa-
thetic to Hoover which is in a new
‘ : dimension. Because it is news it is
: not perfcu ce faectual; it remains an allegation, but
{ Hoover's personal and ethical relation to it requlres
|an enswer from him.

It is based on a book writien about the late Dr.

Martin Luther King, Jr., and Time magazine's treat-
ment of that book. ;

* * x

iiE STOLY GOEZS that the FBI put wiretaps on
U Dr. King in the rid-Sixtjes. That the bureau does

o \_Kiu“‘tapr sing in some investigations it cq-xsx‘dexs? v'_tal, LL ‘NFORMAT\ON CONT A“

T
i
1

A

_ s ¢ knowledge, but the praciice is still in a
- A A AL uncu‘uassgm

Wire 1apping of King remains an allecation, nﬂTF ; /

B though it is Enown IIoo\ez considered him subver- dd},—q
. sive, and pubiicly criticized his conduct in the racial - \3'7 o

: controversy. Yet this is not the gravamen of the’ @

whole story now alleged by Time.

That is, that the supposed wiretaps in motel
]rooms revealed Dr. King en('d'*cd in extramarital ac-
tivity. The news story says the surveillance “uncove
cred no subversion,” though this was the only legiti-
mate concern of Hoover and FBI apents,

i * ok %k
f PG SAVS THE BCOK abowt T laos the “cor-
. rect oudlie of the R e store” Bul o does

ned eantain, accordinge 1o T, nitler involvirg a
reported meeting between King and Hoover,

{ As quoled by Associated Press, “Hoover, Time
. Jearned, explained to King just what damaging pri---
va ale dctail he had on the tapes, and lectured him that
is morals should be those befitting a Nobel Prize -
mmnex e also suggesied that hm" should 1one .
+down his eriticism of the FEI King took the advice,”” -
¥ resulting in a “decline of black esteom™ (for King).

!

f

If this meeting occurred, und if it followed the |

course indicated, then M1, Hoover should fill us in. l
“"Neither he, nor any citizen, can define the “morals”
of a Nobel Prize winner, which hardly fit into the
i FEL code of community behavior, nor justify Ppious

o N - \\
i e\hmt.mon in an;,Pr\f_'lt"nwmﬂr'!jf““ fc,(/) - /O X ’(J LT
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riad teeting, Letwoern K
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. # Time
sresh, expiained to Riong jus! w hal duriaang pri-
wete detail he had on the tapes, and Wectures him thet

his morals shouid be thore helitting a Nobol Prize

‘winner, He also surgesiod thet Ring shouid 1one
down s eriticisin of 1he DL Kinw ook (he adviee,”
fresulting ina vdecline of Dlack esteem™ (for King).

: I this meeting occurred, und if it followed the

course indicated, then Mr. Heover should fill us in,

Neithey he, nor any eitizen, ean define the “morals”
of a Nobel Prize winner, which hardly fit into the

"I cotte of community bohavior, nor justify pious

exlhiortation in any circumstance. 7
But still more must Mr. Hoover explain the

R TR EILER RN
I

charge that he used official inform:tion obtained in
an I'BI investization 1o coerce Dr, Kinz 10 moderate
his eviticism of the Federal Buyenu of Investigation.
;  No courtinthe land would permit uze of such irrele-
¢ vant evidence against anyone zccused of a federal

lia
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“her Alv Floovey noy 15’9 people who
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i1 muw stands.
) Auzust 12, 1970

-
S .

| s p——
I S SN

——— R ————
T e e et

e

L gt

P e S L

afford tolet it stand unresolved, as -

s AN TSP T LD

e

pe iy s

am
el

1
l'

YN Y Yy mnm;/ .



';-":-' «*}?i* September 8, 1970
REC 42 /L»-{x_,/ﬁ /»(,70___3’,@/8
- R RO BRI
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70 2L eE S%QHLA
579 bear D At o

Your letter to President Nixon was referred to this
Bureau and received on September 1st.

A

- 0/ With respect to your injuiries, in my letter of
’ S August 20th I advised you of this Bureau's position with regard to
T the allegeqd blackmaliling of Martin Luther King.

I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau
has not made information regarding Martin Luther King available
to any unauthorized source at any time. In keepinz with our respon-
sibilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning
King on a high-~level basis within the Executive Branch of the
Government. .

Sincerely yours,

. . 7. Edzar Hoover .

- NOTE: Bufiles disclose correspondent wrote directly to the Bureau asking

essentially the same gquestions. By letter 8/20/70 the Director informed her
gl that the Bureau does not engage in blackmail activities and there is no truth
- to the allegation that King was blackmailed. She was also furnished a copy of
the 6/ 1969 article from "The Evening Star" relating to the wire tap controversy
over King. She wrote a similar letter to Senator Harrison A. Williams which
was referred to the Bureau. By letter 8/31/70 the Director informed the
_ Senator of her earlier letter and advised him essentially of what she had been
Tolean 7 tOld “ A
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. wire fnp evidence that Martin Luther Kin

_vigorous sexual activities."
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Moorestown, N.J. 08057 r. Callahan._

Mr. Casper
Aug. 12, 1970 Mr. Conrad
Mr. Felt _
Mr. Gale ..
Mr. Rosen__
Mr. Tavel .
3 Mr. Walters
The President SN
White House Tele. Room.

. Miss Holmes
WaShmgton, D- Co Miss Glﬂdy

Dear President Nixon,

Yesterday it was report ed in the newspapers that the FBI had
h .

ATAWLLA LALL “ 13

1 - Will you please tell me exactly who authorized this information to
be given out to any author or to the press.

Now, I want the specific name or names of the people in the

- FBI who gave out this information. Please do not tell me it "leaked"”

because the FBI is not a leaky outfit. If it is, then the director is no

longer capable of handling the job, and this should be known and
corrective measures should be taken.

Also, please do not send me an evasive answer. As President
of the United States, you of all people, can and must find out this

information leak and; I, as a citizen, must know. In fact, the whole
nation must know.

Thank you for your cooperation.

& ‘ Sincerely yours, b 7(¢/
e L
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Ly cdear Scrator:

77

]
I have received your letter of Seplember 1st
concerainy inquiries you have received from your constituents.

%

.
W

To acsict you in responding to your constituents
I wouid like to 25sure yuu that the IEl does not engage in
blzckrszil activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth N
in tra 2lleontinn thot this Purezu blackmailed 2iartin Luther :
Iinz.

o —

»
4

I ari enclceing a copy of a copyrishied article

ORIGINAL T

...c.h anneared in U"The Evealng Stor' ia Washington on
Jung 10£9, which you may nst kave ked the opportunity
to re;d. Taoe informetion in tils article is a matter of public

record rezarding the F2i's pocitica in this matter.
Sincercly yours,

e
U, Fdzar Hoover

A o3

Solhwan
Molir

Besbap
Beennan, C.D. ___
Callahan

Casper
Conrad
Feht

Gaole

NOTE: Senator Hart (D -

Rapmen

Tavel

JBT:jmb (4)
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¢ Holmes

- Gandv_, e

- MAIL BANMITTT] mor powne. rarpe L, L,

tichigan) is on the Special Correspondents List.
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MICHIGAN COMMLEIIL

! Mr. Enllivan. ¥X__

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 / P '.\'.luhr,4_7_
wr. Bishop Y .

September 1, 1970 @‘%T.BWBHSDCD_
Mr. Callakan
Mr. Casmar
Mr. Crenvad
Mr Felt

Mr. Galr ] -
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover }\:: {1":”: . \
Director . Mr. Wzliers Ny )
Federal Bureau of Investigation : Moo foqons '
Washington, D.C. Tele. Room. .
Divg i1HNCY e
Miss Gand$___ \z:\
Dear Mr. Hoover: i |§\
Two of my constituents have written me concernimg N
e the reports that materi athered by tapping telephones - \
: of the late Martin Iuther King was used to influence his \/

actions.

They condemned the report as “either irresponsible N 9
journalism of NKVD tactics,” I would greatly appreciate o
your comm? s on the accuracy of the article. ‘

Wi;th best wishes,

P 1

e Sincerely, -
snl o8
O
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Jornoinile Ired Sehwensel
ouce of Teprescenintives,
: A;.-::-.&..:;',‘.U.-, - Cl ‘\lvla
oy dear Cengreasman:
| ]
Tour letler was recelved on s::y.cm'cer 2zd
to etnm:*.tm:-_dy assure you timt this Burcau

coiiwvowld e
105 not made informmalion regarding Martin Luther Xing
ovailnble to any utacri_e-:: source at any time, In Beening

w-u.x CJ. "cs ch:_-'sib Liics, we kave, however, disseminated
:cerning um., on 3 kigh-level within the Exec~

La.ive Brauc.: o t’ Gov uent,

with rezge to our conati u:r.t:'

i :,cat';.tu.e FII coos not

coraze in blaciimeil z‘-.-::r.rities. Al=o, thers L. m cre shred

¢l Lt Lo the allozation that tiis Burean blacimziled Mariin

Totiop ing.

concera,

Yamentioziczacopyofa cc*:;rri'i_ted article
waich axpeared ia “fhe Dveaieg Sinr, " Wachinglon, D. C.,
Cx J:_:: 1.;, 19;3, vn_.x-‘*‘* may p2 h el to yur constituonts,
Tho inforention in this amicle matter of pablic record
USnT J.::* the FII's f‘o*i:.i in tni.a matter.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 2)

SEP3-1970
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2229 i;h)u'{ Orrict: Bumuoine
WasiinaTon, D.C, 20515

202-225-6576

- .
.
DISTRICY BFFICE:
4U4 UNION Ancane

319-324-3527
ALLAN SCHIMMEL

CHARLLS CAMPDELL
LEGISLATIVE AGSIETANT

Mr. J.
Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation

FRED SCHWENGEL COMMITT

(‘ 157 DisTwicT, lowa : ) w

( : N -
Cougress of the United Statts e
Douse of Wepresentatives J—
Washingten, D.C. 20515 oo

BLECTRICAL /#
3

August 28, 1970

ALL INFORMATION COLTALE
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATER.16 ¢ BYSWI B Ik

bo7+4

Edgar Hoover

Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

through the wire taps.
as to how this information became public knowledge.

help in answering the inquiries from my constituents

would be greatly appreciated.

FS:ab

ool L
Foi6. o
9.

o
dUUL.I.L

Several constituents have written to me inquiring

=k
the release of the data pbtained on the private

life of Reverend Martin Luthe¥ King through the use of
wire tapsz

While indicating their concern about the wire taps,
the constituents who have contacted me apparently are
more concerned about the release of the data obtained

They have requested that I inquire
Your

Thank you for your assistance.

With warmest regards,

Sincerely yours,

- .

FEE

d - ‘::6%1'—‘1:.‘5“% ﬁ;:v = .
FRED SCHWENGEL yZ @— ,55:?:2“ {"_

Member of Congress
—
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Transmit the following in

{Type in plm‘ntext or code)

Vie ___AIRTEL . ~ AIR nAIL

]
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HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 1=
L ~DATE Qo1 BY S QUAPMI L e
A

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
"@AC LOUISVILLE (100-4583)

; ™ SUBJE\&UN MARTIN LUTHER%ING JR. 4 N
. SM = C seoumry . commuRIST | '

o
-~

b

s

2 FR

et Enclosed for the Bureau is a copy of an editorial ‘;a;
L entitled "Vicious Post-Mortem Slander" which appeared on ST
e the -editorial page of the August 20, 1970, issue of the =
S Louisville Defender, a weekly Lou1sv111e, Ky., Negro orientedf
—— newspaper., It is noted the editorial concerns the recent

o N RS

article in Time magazine regarding novelist JOHN WILLIAMS'
book, "The. King God Didn't Save". Specifically the editorial
concerns WILLIAMS' comments regarding the moral life of the
late, MABRTIN LUTHER KING, JR. As the Bureau will note, the
editorial is erroneous in its strong implication that Director
HOOVER of the FBI may bhave released information regarding this.

- The Louisville Defender has been in existence for
- . about 38 years. For the last 35 years it has been published
5 }by FRANK L. STANLEY, SR. The newspaper has won a number of
awards in the newspaper field., For example, according to
information contained in the newspaper, it won the National
Newspaper.Publishers Association (NNPA) Best Editorial award

: £A 1085 nd 1Q87T T
for years 1935, 1957, 1938, 1861, 1964, 1965, and 1867. il

1966 it was .judged First in Public Service by the NNPA; in
1968 first in Newspaper Promotion as well as first in News
Photos. In 1965 and 1966 it was awarded the Best All-Around
Newspaper and the Best Use of Pictures by the Kentucky Press, .- [/

Association. L mlﬂ//‘ - 00 (, 70 - i&’/ v
a5 R ! .q-q?
= ~CF 08 X C/., <}
@Bureau (Enc. l)t ~uy Y& AUG-27 1970
Iouisville (1- 80- 988\ (Louisville Defender)
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A news article in the August 6, 1968, issue of the
louisville Defender, entitled "Family Controlled Newspaper
Is Rich in Public Service", described FRANK L, STANLEY, SR,,
as a veteran journalist, who on 3 different occasions was
commissioned by the U, S§. Government to represent the U. S.
in Europe and Africa., Further it was stated that in the
arena of Civil Rights, STANLEY has served well commenting
that in 1950 he wrote the Kentucky Senate Resolution which
desegregated Kentucky institutions of higher learning. Also
in 1960 he wrote the bills which created the Kentucky Commission
on Civil Rights and desegregated Kentucky government jobs,
Further on 5 different occasions he was elected President of
the NNPA and was twice elected President of Alpha Phi Alpha

h
- Fraternity, Inc.

- 1)

_’

Louisville does not feel it would be beneficial to
contact STANLEY regarding the enclosed editorial and UA
this will not be done.
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V:c:ous Post-Mortem Slander

Noveli Joh:N:lhams has written a
book, “Th&\King God Didnt Save,” which’
rl:veals the results of wire tapping of Dr.
King’s telephone and bugging of his hotel

somrae by tha BT
LUUIEID VY LW & La,

This scurrilous attack has been described
as ‘“‘posthumous pillory”™ by Time magazine
and as “‘character assasination reaching into
the grave” by United States Senator Geosge
MoGovern (D-5. C)

Rev, Jesse Jackson of “Breadbasket™
fame and a long time associate of Dr. King in
the civil rights struggle, feels that in
maligning the character of the late Dr,
Martin Luther King Jr. that our whole race

has heen vilified, Rev, Jackeon galled unon

Rev, Jackson called upo
the President to suspend ], Edgar Hoover
from his duties as director of the Federal
Burcau of Investigation because “*Mr, Hoover
has stooped to the lowest rungs of
viciousness  and  maliciousness and  his
underhand  dissimenation of mtormation
regarding a deceased man,

Continuing, Rev, Jackson says that Mr,
Hoover’s dissemination constitutes misuse
and malfcasance in discharging his
responsibilities. . hie has revelaed his
complicity in a plot designed in essence to
‘white mail’ as formerly in “black mail” and
to intimidate Dr, King. "

Further Rev. Jackson stated “Mr.
Hoover’s belated dissemination of the
information regarding a dead man who can
no longer defend himself constitutes an
incredible sordidness and unfairness with

reference to Dri. King., Il was desigucd 0

" hurt and to humiliate the innocent survivors

of the deceased, including the universaily
Jloved Mrs, Corefta Scott King and young
children and the already heavily aggreived
and noble parents Dr. and Mrs. Martin

: Luther King St.”

_In 1954 when J, dear Hoover met with

the‘ate Dr. Martin Luther King, it is alleged
that he lectured him that his morals should
be those befitting 8 Nobel Prize winner. He
also suggested that King tone down his

of the FRI  Most newspapers

(811 AFA, EAVOL AWV S Pl

ignored these rumors if for no other reason
than journalistic ethics,

It secems even more reprehensible now
that these rumors sre reviewed, Such
constitutes an ignoble violation of the
sanctity of death. Moreover what purpose is
to be served? And finally how can a dead
man defend himself on this the most

sriticiem
Twd AbAWwAOiAE

" atrocious of all charges,

But as the Rev. Jackson has stated; “Let
no man think that the alleged key hole
revelation will ever alter our affirmed
reverence for Dr. King. , . .Our faith in Dr.
King and our commitmcent to cherishing the
legacy of love, icadership, family
responsibility, and dcvonon that he left us,

rom. --n" n ﬂnn!nnrnmlu*d

Nothmg that J. Edgar Hoover or author
Williams can or will say about the greal late
Pr, M, L. King Jr. will ever tarnish his image
in ‘the hearts and minds of black people

particularly those who were disciples in his
crusade for human dignity for all mankind,
Neither will these revelations at this very,
very late hour destroy in any way Dr. King's
great deeds in behalf of humanity,

It is not necessary to remind of the
immoral records of certain great white
American leaders and office holders such as
the late President Warren Harding, former
United States Supreme Court Justice Robert
Jackson, and numerous others in an effort to
jusiify Dr, King's alleged extra-marital sexual
acti\ritics Such has never bcen provcn even

mmmane ma s medad bee dla

A
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History is an upward and onward cycle of (

the deeds -of men and nations and is
ificapable of reversing itself by moving
backwards. Thus it will not alter it"s reontd
of the nduevementz ofDr King. =

= .
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Honorable Harrison A. Willlams

W ashinglon, D C. 20510 INFORMATION CONTABEZ#
GEREIN ISUNCLASSIFIED.
My dear Senator: DATEL L8/ BY_S Ad\ryu.

Lo7b
I have received your communication of August 28th
enclosing the letter addressed to you by ﬂof
Moorestown, New Jersey. - b v, ( )

I received a similar letter from -o which
I replied on August 20th advising her that the FBI does not engage in
blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of }ruth in the
allegation that this Bureau blackmalled Martin Luther King. I also
furnished her a copy of a copyrizhted article from *“The Evening
Star," Washlngton D C., on June 19, 1969, which is a matter of
public record concerring the FBI's position in this matter.

Pursuant to your request, your constlment's letter
te returned herewith.

) Sincerely yours, /

MAILEQ i
' AUG3 11970 7. Edgat Hoovef .
COMM-FBI
Enclosure ’

-. .1 - Newark - Enclosu;'es (2) /[g’g

Toulson
Sullivan

h7€)
L& A

A Mo NOTE: Bufiles disclose prior cordial con with Senator Williams
| Bronnan. C.D. (D -New Jersey). In addition to letter to entioned above, only

;?“": e\ [i 'ormation in Bufiles is one prior outgoing dated 8/31/60. @_’
ofilal \\ ,

Tavel
Walters

Sovark
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Because of the desire of this office to be -
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findinéﬁ and views, in

EXP. PROG,

duplicate form, along with return of the ﬁa
enclosure, will be appreciated by 5 \ x
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Moorestown, N.J. 08057
Aug 12, 1970

B TAEEF O . .
A o L e

N4 e I . .

. Chegae . T
RSN AR .

~1
S The Hon. Harrison Williams
o Senate Office Building

- Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir,

- Yesterday the press reported the FBI had wire tap evidence
s that Martin Luther King, Jr, had "extensive and vigorous sexual activities. "
o If this report is true, 1 would like to know, exactly who in the
e FBIJ authorized the release of this information.
B This is an extremely serious matter. Either the information

was deliberately given out or it was leaked. N it was leaked, who leaked
it? And if it was clandistinely given out, then the FBI is no longer a
worthy investigative organization.

I consider this a serious matter reflecting on the competence
Fw director of the FBI and the whole organization. I also think the American
people have a right to know all the facts.

Sincerely yours,

| ol O

o e,

" AL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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September 3, 1970

Midwest City, Oklahoma 73130

b1 e
-

o Dear

With respect to the inquiry in your letter of
August 28th, at a press conference on November 18, 1964,
I stated that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar

1
b

= in the country. Idid 80 because he had grossly distorted the
\\f’ facts concerning our Special Agents handling civil rights
- investigations in the Soutl:.

5 sincerely yours, AH_ ,NFORA ATIO \
MAILED 24, ER EW IS U 'WT: ’ :'i!({tgg.h TAINED

..‘ ) *”-’\\)er
LIPS 1970 7. Edgat Hoovel ge “Q !
{ COMM-FBI o -! ”"H e
o 2 b7(e)

NOTE: Bufiles indicate that we previously wrote to in October,

1968, at which time he was given a files confidential response with regard
to lus inquiry concerning the Civil Liberties Union. He requested a

subversive orranizations list earlier in that same m onth and was given an

Ma AV Wi pReliURLAVAD Sy TR 2Ava LEL " L =] - Ad CRAANAE FYELLF pma ¥ WAl Gaid

Talson ___ approprlate I‘EPIY. .

Sulfivan (.."h
Mulsr

Pom : RN
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‘}"_; Caper V/@U % Yy S -

"1 Conrad ___
i Felt

-

Gale _

Ruscen
Tavel
Walters _

Sovars
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Gands ______ MAIL ROOM[ ] TELETYPE UNIT[ ]
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TRUE COPY

. ¢

P

e
S b1¢ ) Midwest City, Okla. 73130
: 28 August, 1970

Director, F.B.lI.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir;

I understand that the Director, F.B.I. once said
that Martin Luther King was (at that time) the biggest liar in the
U.S. Itake no exception to the statement, but others of my
acquiantenance have stated that Mr. Hoover never said such,
and that what I have heard was just a rumor

Where can I get written or other proof of whether
it was so stated or not ?

Yours truly,

- G -7
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LAY

“,’v "
v 1

-h‘ .

\.\‘*\“\: L ’ L;‘\ wa%ﬁl/
New York, New York 10027 ‘-f o oy Jes b

5 e it SN ke gz .,"‘u

Your letter of August 25th has been received and I
would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King.

R

o

With respect to your comments, I am enclosing 2
copy of a copyrighted article which appeared in "The Evening Star, "
Washington, D. C., on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had
the opportunity to read. The 1nIormation in this article is a matter
of public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter.

[ I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau
has not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to
any unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsi-
bilities, we have, however, disseminated information concerning
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the

3 Government.

F=- ’

b ! oz Sincerely yours, . :

P MAILED 21 .0,

N CCEP1 0TS !, Edzar, Hoovsl, . o
. 7 7 S - { . .,

%_ AL Fe s " COMM-FBI : ¢
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Callahan
{asper
Conrad
Fell
. Gale
’ Rusen
ot Tavel
:

Tols (’ : - —" M 4.
Mohr

Rishap Enclosure 4

Brennan, C.D.
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NOTE: Corr spondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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bo 74 N
Federal Bureau of Investigation /#~; Lot B

Washington, D. C. ' a

Gentlemen:

‘This letter is written as the result of a meeting of some %

people in Westchester who expressed their amazement and their
indignation over the release by your office of some information
.touching on Dr Martin ILuther~Xing's moral turpitude,

|The article appearing in Time Magazine indicated that Dr. King's

telephone had been tapped because ol a susplcion of diuloyal

l

—"

activity on his part, There was not the slighteat evidence
Justifying such a charge. But some conversations were over- ‘]’
heard which touched adveraely upen Dr. King's personal behavior,

We cannot understand why this was revealed - what right the (:)
department had to discloae this to a reporter, a writer, or

indeed to anyone outside your organization,

We regard the FBI as a vital, valuable inatitution., The writer

has had many occasions to co-operate with individual investi-

gators - mostly ‘from the Fugitive Detection Service, He has
considered 1t a duty and a privilege to extend this co-operation

aﬁ\.v

\‘ N\

. A
/ \

We are all conscious of the invaluable service rendered to our .
Country by the Federal Buresu of Investigation but we cannot -
understand the diaclosure mentioned above, lr

I know that your department receives thousands of letters dally,
I hope that there will be a response to this one, A

: T
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] . . “\} V: Mr,BrennanCD__

Mr. C:llahan. —

Mr. Casper
Mr. Conrad ...
\ 4'Mr, Feit.
1,\/ Mr. Gale /2
.ﬂ';.j}" ?I;‘”Sj" ———
Aug 24, 1970 /' Mr'_ Waltelr';_
Mr, 8.vars ..
Tele. Room. e
Miss Holmes .
Mizs Gandy
o
S FBI
; Wash DC
CRAN -
X It is most unfair, and illegal, to relmse alleged information
T from wiretaps on Dr. King's phone The man is dead and cannot defend himself,
= g
oo ' What purpose does it serve? To defile & denigrate his movement
L among blacks ? What has sex to do with his activities in civil rights ?
- " | Further, wire-tapping is not to be revealed.

l I this is an example of what citizens can expect from your
every-increasing incursions into our privacy--

God help us. A shameful incident.
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“UNITED STATES ( "ERNMENT { . ?‘;
Memorandum \/ ’1’*3@}/

OFNIONAL FORm NO. 10 g 3010108 ) K i
mar tvsl EDITIOW 3 H N
on

A
Gha GEm WEG. NO. 27 £ f

Callahan
Casper - —

Mr. Bish ‘\lal / 8/11/70 ag:fmé
r. Bishop\ DATE: iren
i \M

el
. -~ Walters
G. E. Malmfeldt ?ﬂ {/ } Tore fioom

Holmes

Gandy
CORRESPONDENCE AND TELE PHONIC INQUIRIES J1 j "
REGARDING AN ARTICLE IN "TIME" MAGAZINE 8/17/170 W 7444 "‘;5
CONCERNING A MEEglf(IG BETWEEN THE DIRECTOR L7/
AND MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1964

. L
. - “ L g
e L“) ..am;b{,‘&f
y, V4 < !

The purpose of this memorandum is to recommend the
handhng of communications and telephonic inquiries regarding the wire-
tapping of Martin Luther King and allegation that we engaged in blackmail

in disclosing the results thereof. \\‘
We have received a nuraber of letters regarding the article _\
which appeared in "Time'" magazine on 8/17/70 concerning the meeting o
between the Director and Martin Luther King in 1964, This article alleged y
the Director called King in and confronted him with wiretap information A

regarding King's extramarital activities, Some of the correspondents have

asked if we blackmailed King while others have merely protested the viiItaps =
of him.

the wiretapping of King and is being utilized in connection with proposed

letters numbers 2 and 3,-] [{] FEG 19 UD—' 106 6,0 ;3{,///

RECOMMENDATION: ‘That the attached proposed letters regarding-tivs

~

In order that we may be consistent in our replies to such a'
corresponden ce, there areattached for the Director's approval: 1) a e
proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about blackmailing of King P
2) a proposed letter wherein correspondent asks about our wiretapping of a
King 3) a proposed letter wherein correspondent is making reference to %
blackmail and inquires about wiretapping and 4) a copy of an article by 0
Jeremiah O'Leary which appeared in the 6/19/69 issue of "The Evening Star" £
regarding the King wiretapping. The latter is being furnished for the ‘5’
Director's information as it is noted this article sets forth our position on L

matter be a ved.
9'\ %S \NQQ 18 AUG 81 1870 ( !)
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I received your letter of ‘ and
would like to assure you that the FBI dres not engage in blackmail
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation
that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King.

Sincerely yours,

peLE T
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With respect to the remarks in your letter of
I am enclosing a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star,' Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1369, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the subject about which you commented.

Sincerely yours,

Py T L ':_".s-'.-‘
Enclosure L e R /m/ !
STERAB Y Sf‘/u

fan e e



I received your letter of and would
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail
activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allega-
tion that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King.

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in ""The Evening Star,'* Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1869, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
information in this article is a matter of public record regard-
ing the FBI's position in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosure o “k\“‘p
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Copyright 1969 by The Evans memo said Evans
The Evening S:ar Newspaper Co.} replied to K;‘:nnedy l?dat lKuag
. was a man who traveled almost
By JE]:E;\:E};&!’EARY constantly ?ndlthat it was ex-
Wiretapping of Dr. Martin Lu- gﬁe’gfil,’,’e]?ﬁgéﬂ::f;’“ms
ther King Jr's telephone was  Hoover told The Star that FBI
proposed to the FBI by then At- gfficials also informed Kennedy
torney General Robert F. Ken- gt that time that they doubted
nedy in June, 1963, and author- the advisability of undertaking
ized by him in writing later that gjectroniec surveillance of Dr.
i, "L B 3 B4 Kig hecaws of psie ol
Hoover revealed the contents However, the second memo-
of two memorandums in one of randum cited by Hoover shows
which Kennedy expressed con- that on October 7, 1963, the FBI
cern about possible infiltration chief reported to Kenpedy that it
of the race issue hy Marxisls was then technically feasible to
and spoke of allegations that the apply wiretaps to King's tele-
Negro leader was_closely asso-' phones at two places, one of them
{ciﬁted with Marxist ideas and?at an unnamed location in New
ollowers. York.

d 'ﬂlgt.]mem?;g;dum to l_itgov%r, ugh;tB ?emorandunflo consfﬁtuwd
a une, , was written by 's request for authorit
Courtney Evans, then assistant.I Se W(:RETAP P A-i
dircetor of the FBI and liaison . ¢ » Tage
man with the Justice Depart-
ment. It reperted the substance
of a conversation Evans had just
had with Kennedy in which the
Attorney General asked about:
the feasibility of installing elec-
tronic devices on King's tele-
phones. King headed the South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-. B
ference, I

Concerned About Allegations

Kennedy, according to the Ev-' [}
ans memo, was concerned about |
reports that King was a student [
of Marxism, that he was asso-
ciating with a New York attor-
ney with known Communist
connections, but that he did not
openly espouse Marzism be-
cause of his religious beliefs. Ja et ‘E,
The Evans memorandum indi- "eecasss %
cated Kennedy wanted to know ROBERT F., KENNEDY
if it was technically feasible to
use electronic devices to prove
or disprove these allegations.

June 19, 1969

Hoover Asserts Memo t
Cited Concern Over Marxism

J. EDGA

MARTIN LUTHER KING

| DO -0 670 - 25

"The Evening Star"

Washinglon, D. C- o)) GSURE
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King Wiretap RFK's

ldea, Hoover Says

Continued From Page A-1 Tolson added that the monitor- At thai stage, Kennedy and

to proceed with the wiretap pro- ing device was “strictly in the Hoover broke off the public ex-
sed by Kennedy four months field of internal security and change of charges as if by mu-
ngm-e, The document bears in therefore was within the pravi- tual consent. This was regarded

‘the lower left-hand corner the Sion laid down by the President partly as due to Kennedy's reali-

signature, “Robert F. Kenpe O the United States.” zation that his signed authoriza-
dy,” and under the pame the Evans, now a Washington iaw- tions were still in FBI files,

date “10-10-63.”" yer, was en route to Puerto Rico partly to the FBI's desire not Lo
Hoover did not indicate to The today and could not be reached have special attention drawn to

Star when the surveillance was (or comment. However, Tuesday its investigative techniques nor

started but said the taps were Dight Evans said he had norec to engage in a battle with the

diccantinuad on Anreil 90 1045 at olection of whether a wiretap Kennedy forces that could have

: - that time Nicholae Katsenbaeh authorization directed at King political overtones.

T :',,.h:st ;‘e’:\ﬁn‘;’gi‘°}ﬁfo§;§?§§:§ﬁ had ever been involved in his The Justice Depariment on
CY discussion with Kennedy. Tuesday declined a direct an-
’ Aides to Sen. Edward M. Ken-
oL lAstked‘ about thg’hresults of the nody "D Mass., said today he swer when asked for documenta-

R electronic surveillance today, would have no comment on tion of Tolson’s contention in his

fnnlan latinn 4n Doamam Dt anulian this

e ; The FBI chrectorﬁ:ld The Hoover's disclosure. IBUET W AGWaEl. HUL Sarucl wis
- Star: “1 have never authorized _Friends of Robert Kennedy month, & Justice Department
- i i i had suggested in recent days Spokesman said Hoover was
- installation of technical electron- EE . 04 “‘accurate in every respect” in
.= ic devices without written au- that, during 1964, in the period his ted stat ts that all
— thority of the Attorney Gener-After the assassination of Presi- repealed sialemen thoa' &
e a dent John F. Kennedy, the at- Wiretaps were being au bmedm
‘ Today's disclosures climaxed [O/1¢y general’s interest in li;ug,vgnced? y mlwré 0 ythé
s Smolderine eontroverey Some of his official affairs had Alorney : “h:“ h_““ng
a 0“51 5m°l er[utlg CONLTOVEISY fapged. However, the assassi- time-span of the controversy.
°"§j’ e role of the FBI, a sub- . 70n came pearly six weeks A Justice departm;nt spokes-
—_— . n;te b;lregu of the Justtlce after Robert Kennedy signed the Tan, ?SR;dh ml‘\ilayM't ﬁethoﬁg
e mepifhﬁenpip:"’m:?:ngdp“’:i‘:qaf‘?: authorization for the King wire- ‘;r;:ra Ho:v:r [')er!:ui‘;sion to
. L " I tap. b ’ ; p .
tnvestigative matters. The mat- 1§ discuss the contents of secret
ter came to a head Sunday when laggﬁvfjcigfﬂeg’fﬁ’{;ﬁfeg documents of the Kinguwireup-
Carl Rowan, a columnist for The yor ~accused each other of being Ping, replied simply, “no com-
Star, charged that the FBI had responsible for use of hidden mi- ment.
no .:authorlty to wiretap Dr. crophones in investigations. . However, the spokeman re-
- King's conversations. He quoted " Evans figured in that contro- called, that the sttorney general
- Ui el ALWILLIKY waclicl dal Ludlil- de ub. Mau UTLWLURCU W aullviiegc Wwid~
sey Clark, who sug:eed_ed Kat- ,fiirsg }v?ﬁ?u?,;fmfg&f"ﬂmf to closures in court of the basic
= zeobach, as saying “the implica- him from Evans which made the authority for the wiretapping.
iy . tion that people thought Dr. noint that the use of hidden mi- Such disclosures had been de-
- 1 King was a security threat is'crophones was not Kennedy's re- manded by defense lawyers in
_ outrageous. sponsibility but ~suggested hethe Houston draft evasion hear-
- The Rowan charges prompted ]may have directly approved the ing for former boxing champion
T Associate FBI Director Clyde A. iuse of wiretaps on phones. That Cassius Clay. It was during that
- Tolson to write to Rowan eatly letter said the FBI sent natiopa] hearing that the King wiretap- ;;--Q’

this week defending legality of security wiretap requests toping was officially revealed for ;\\V
- the Wing wirptops. Kennedy for approval. the tirst time, O )
— “For your information,” Tol- It is reliably reported that X
- ) son said in his letter, 'the wire- Kennedy was reminded by the . c“ﬁ ,.&9 Py
- tap on Martin Luther King Jr. FBI that it still had in its files RSN >
LT was specifically approved in ac- the authorizations signed by him \Q} gt
L= vance in writing by the late at as Attorney General for tele- Q‘\\ ~ c, \’
— torney general of the Unité&l phonic wiretaps. However, Hoo- % e~ TN "
- States, Mr. Robert F. Kennedy.”* ver did not disclose at that time ({(\Q‘ SO \) k)
il any names of persons under S A \'
’/';1 wiretap surveiilance with Ken- N o, o
et nedy’s approval. Q\ o \b
L‘ m .\ —'I.‘v-' g.
A h
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Boulder, Colorado 80302 )

g ——

Your letter, with enclosure, was received on
August 17th and I would like to assure you that the FBI does
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one
shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed

Martin Luther King,

/ Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19,
19892, which you may not have had an opportumty to read. The

in!ormatmn in taig article is a matter of public record regarding -
the FBI's position in this matter. =
Sincerely yours, - :c_)_::
' oyl ‘:,
l SANED 6§ J. Edgar Hoover =
I R T ;:'_.:':—LHT.;
= Z
l COMM-FBY =Z
% S
e~ o7
Eiclosure ' : st ROA / B L il

i . -"\l'l

41 NOTE: On the basis of available mforma,tmn, correspondent is
not identifiable in Bufiles. She enclosed a news clipping regard-

Tulson
Suf'llivnn - ing alleg'atlonq that the FRI h!acl{n-\nﬂal‘_ Martin Luther Ku:g. ’
Bixhop Former SA nd was dlsnussed
Brennan, C.D. .
Caltahan 1ce In view of hi egard
Commad ol Blreau rules and regulations and e ceedmgly poor j d e enty coox

. Feh e ¥

| gaie | | KJ Wﬂ/ ' SEF Ju 1w
Wallers .

DR Sosurs . _ ‘k ] C(/
e I @ gy 3 0oy 4 /YQ 3

Gandy .\ MATLROOM ] TELETYPE UNIT ]
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i , 1 ’ < Mr. Tolgon
P T ; . Mr. Spjljenti_
* . { - . ‘ ( M. A0 -
E o ' sl \-

~Te Js bdpar aoover: BreananC!

13
Mr, Czllahan.
( - - - » .
JlLnclosed is a ¢li-.ing from vhe local paper. s<hey insinuate that Mr. Casper
I\ ey re o o 1 i W t BEP J My, Conrad
L vou rade a geal with uvr. lartin, o Pt
i : Mr. Gale .-

x
el

.y opinion is that you have been above reporch at all times. + havEMr Rosen.—
vatched the news over meny years. iou have been smart enough to eufir Tavel .

‘ley mern with sterling characters, such es ?ﬁ”;ﬁi?'

Tele. Room.
Miss Holmes
ort ..Organ, v . Miss»qund_:v-

o e ————

‘V o \“‘.w‘“g;

1he FBL has been one branch of the government that has z2lways been,
e What shal® i say? Just about perfect, iour service to your country

has been well done.
b1e)

Aug 12, '70. woulder, w010, BO302
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He took FBI chief's advice.

,i_;l)_(ing Muted
FBI Attack,
Time Says

" NEW YORK —(AP)— A
| Time magazine article this
week says the late Rev. Dr.

4

-framarital activities.
“w The article, which discusses
=a new book about Xing, “The
<-King God Didnt Save,” by
~novelist John Williams, gives
- ‘its version of a 1964 meeting be-
Titween King and Hoover.
- - *
I Time says Williams reports
.=the FBI began tapping King's
-Ztelephone and bugging his hotel
‘=rooms in 1963 and while it un-
- covered no subversion it “did
: ‘turn up an astonishing amount
-of informatoin abeut King's ex-.
densive and vigorous sexual ac-
divities.” :
< Time continues: ‘Williams
has the correct outline of the
FBI tape story. What he doefr
not have is pecisely what ha;ir
pened at the celebrated meetingl
‘etween FBI Director Hoovet!
&nd King in 196, |

Martin Luther King Jr. muted| .
-4 his criticism of the FBI after|
Hils director, J. Edgar Hoover,| :
jconfronted him with wiretaps| :
‘$Tevealing King's alleged ex-|:

- -¢f the FBI. King took the ad-

. U The fact that the FBI had

bt
““Hoover,” Tme learned, *‘ex-
splained to Ting jJust  what
-damaging prisate detail he had
-on the tapes and lectured him
“that his mords should be those
-hefitting a Nibel Prize winner.
He also sugested that King
.should tone fown his criticism

-yvice. His decline in black es-
Yeem followed, a decline scath-
‘Ingly narrated by Williams.”

‘been tappisg King's telephone
was disclosed last year by FBI
-agent Robert Nichols in a Hous-
-ton, Tex, courtroom where
Yoxer Cassius Clay was seeking

o overturn a sentence for re-
~fusal to be inducted into the
Army. One of the monitored
.eonversations was beiween
King and Clay.

Nichols was not allowed by
‘the judge to say why Ring's
phone was tapped, but be said

4t occurred at a time when
j,i(ing was attacking the FBI fo

'assigning Southerr agents
{rather than Northerner:, to pr
Jtect civil rights workens.

-y
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™
N
o
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August 20, 1970

-RECJ/'Z;,&)“/O(Q/&70__ £ 499

isconsin 54451

/ -

F I have received your communication of August 12th
/
\/

L)

and would like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in

blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred of truth in the
L allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther King,
|
- I am enclosing a copy of 2 copyrighted article ‘

which appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C.,

oL June 19, 1662, which you may not have bad an opportunity to rea.d
T The inivraiation in tias article is a matter of public record regard-
ing the FBI's posxticm in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

-~

i*m ! le‘o'- v -
Enclosure ,.-- "“ S&‘:{J.EQJIL

ky»z¢

: :'\}“
. ] o e \“‘:‘ r‘\:“ ) . . . " ‘\.6
' oE * ' L]

- NOTE: Our files contain no record of correspondent, . ‘Uf)
_; . ‘.Ir.' - . . . | :-;:;-: . \FS P -

‘ J. Edgar Hoover
>
u‘ :f:_}__; E ‘r'.'L[l'J:",“ T, Y "r _
g - Lo '~ "'- m ~.U
* ¢ = L m'” lbf
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DO-6 .  LHEFICE OF DIRECTOR .
“ . FEDERAL BUREAU OF |NVE$T|G&")N
UNI!TER STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

August 12, 1970

Dear Mr. Hoover;

_ My faith in the integrity of

‘the FBI has just evaporated as my
regard for you, You are not
worthy of your office.

e

Medford, Wisconsin

MR SULLIVAN

MR ENLH/A/N, C.D. -

MR, CALL AH AN

MR, CASPER or—i

MR. CONRAD

MR FELYT mm———r—e
MR. GALE

MA. ROSEN

MR, TAVEL

MR. WAL TERS

MR. SOYARS e
MR JONES 00—

TELE. ROOM

MISS HOLMES

MRS METCALF

MISS GANDY
\
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Time for Hoover to Speak

i That the assassinated Martin
jLuther King possibly had a bad

- 3]
flaw in his persona) life, as even

spiritual leaders occasionally do, is
not the point. Time magazine cur-|
ently claims that FBI wiretaps re-
ivealed this to J. Edgar Hoover.

The point is that secret snoopery '
into King's private life by an arm
of the government could have had
no defensible purpose of trying to

[ . PP

irap spies or traitors or organized
crime bosses. The apparent result,
presumably hoped for, was politi-
cal blackmail,

King's effective leadership for:
equal rights of black citizens was
disturbing to some elements in

merica. Time's report is that
oover, with wiretaps in hand,
ummoned King and “advised’ him
0 moderate his public activities
nd lower his voice, especially his
riticiams of Hoover and the FBI
he aim of the improper surveil-'
ﬁa{l]nce, if that is true, was to muzzle
ing and destroy his effectiveness.
So it is not the relatives and po-
litical heirs and other defenders of
IKing that now have the explaining

to do. It ig J. . -
Il o do. It is J. Edgar Hoover. _

a._\..':.d W e ‘l'."ll'-{‘-.D
‘ EADM IS U SLASSRESD
DATES-16-€1 _RY SPfuanfL,
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August 21, 1970

£

wcag (0 —/0€C70 SHY

_ - ) ,/‘\ A/ ’
o I b
Tucson, Arizon'a : 13_ _ .

pear ([ | E‘?b-? (c)

Your letter, with enclosure, was received on
August 17th and I appreciate the interest which prompted you
to write and bring this information to my attention.

I would like to assure you that the FBI does
not engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred
of truty in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin
LutherKing.

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in " I'be kvemng Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19,

1369, which you m3y not have had an opportunity to read. The
-, information in this article is a matter of public record regarding
«  =| tne FBI's position in this matter.
o = E ‘ [___{ = ¢ ' .
g ) % 'cg . Sincerely yours, AL Lr'_h' N N R LT )
=z = 7. Sige oo HEREIE IS LN ASS.HED
= PATEQ- 1D "SQBY
. (0376
feT ':.'"
e g
~« Enclosure
© “Tulsen T .
; Sulliven NOTE: Bufiles reveal prior cordial correspondence wit
N i Bishop and nothing unfavorable. Our last outgoing was 12/1/64 regarding the
‘J. = Callhan Civil Rights Law. She enclosed a newspaper clipping reporting allegations
Cowi =7 that the FBI blackmailed Martin Luther King.

- Felt
Gale

N ‘_ J E(étlflr - ,f‘ %&4 ’ /v/ ﬁ { / V{
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Lear Lr.Hoover;

Mr. C:'fla‘nani-LZ
Mr. Casper
Mr. Comvad —
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Mr. Grle
Mr. Rnsen
Mr. Tavel .
Mr. Walters
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ll(ing’s Sexual Exploits
Said Used By FBI

NEW YORK (UPI) — Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., toned
down his ¢riticism of the FBI af-
ter its director, J. Edgar Hoo-
ver, presented King with wire-
tapped tapes indicating King's
extramarital  affairs, Time
magarzine said yesterday.

King me! with Hoover in the
FBI director's office in 1364,
Time said, where Hogver “ex-
plained to King just what dam-
aging private detail he had on
the tapes and tectured him that
his morals should be those be-
fitting 2 Nobel prize-winner.

“"He also suggested that XKing
should tone down his criticism
of the FBI. King took the ad-
vice. His deciine in black es
teem followed . . .”” Time said,

The slatements are in con-
nection with a report of a new
book on King called “The King
God Didn’t Save” by black nov-
elist John Williams.

The book, with the conclusion
that King& was a failure, states
that King “was a black man and
therefore always was and al-
ways would be naked of power,
for he was slow, indeed, unable

to perceive the marfiputation of

f ot A veS——

white power, and in the end
white power killed him.”

Time said, “Most newspapers
ignored the rumors and leaks tc
them of King's extramarital ac-
tivities, but their existence un-
dermined King's effectiveness
just the same. The effect, says
Williams, was one of slow politi-
cal assassination; ‘'King was
Spared it only by the bullet of
James Earl Ray.”

The incriminating tapes came
about, Time said, when the FB],
“suspecting that some of his as-
sariates had Communist con-

nections ... began taping
King's telephone and bugging
his hotel rooms in 1963,

“From a security viewpoint,
the wiretaps uncovered nothing.
They established no links be-
tween King and the Commu-
nists. But, Wiliams reports, |
they did turn up an astonishing
amount of information abofit
King’s extensive and vigoro
sexual activities,” Time said.
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Burlingame, California 94010

pe=- (N,

I have received your letter of August 24th and would
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities.
There is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau
blackmailed Martin Luther King,

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D, C., on June 1§,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The infor-
mation in this article is a matter of public record regarding the FBI's
position 1o this matter.

’(.,

_Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

Enclosure

NOTE: On basis of available information, correspondent is not
identifiable in Bufiles,
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Ausust 24, 1970

Ir. J. Edsar Zoover, Director
Federa 1 Bureau of Investigation
YVashinpston, D.C.

Dear iir. Hoover:

Telephone 343-7339
Pl ———————

Mr. Tolson
Mr. MIii an_._
M oy,
. rlff‘(' L"’E
r.Binnan
4 Mr. Callahan.
Mr. Casper ___
Mr. Conrad....
Mr. Pelt .
Mr. Gale ___..
Mr. Nosen.
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Waltera__
Mr. & rars__.
Tele. Room .. _
Miss llolnes

Miss Gandy__

I an deeply conwerned about recent stories in the newspapers
which make a nunmber of allegations against the FBI. The

purpose of this letter is to find out the truth.

Please glve me the answers to the following gquestions:

1. Did the PFZI use wiretapping and other
methods of surviellance to secure infor-

mation-about the private 1life of Dr. lartin

Luther Ling?

2. Was there anything 1llegal, or uncon-

stitutional about the above surviellance
if 1t did in fagt take place?

3. Did the Director of the FBI use infor-

mation about Dr. King's personall life to
attenpt to force Dr. King to stop his
criticism of the FBI as was reported in a
rmumber of papers?

Thanlt you very much for any clarification you can provide in

regard to this matter.

S 1 oux
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Tolson ________
Sullivan
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Bishop
Brernan, C.D.

Caspor
{“onrad
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Your letter was received on August 24th and I would
like to assure you that the FBI does not engage in blackmalil activities.
Also, there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau
blackmailed Martin Luther King,

West Hartford, Connecticut 06107

With respect to your comments, I am enclosing a copy
of a copyrighted article which appeared in "The Evening Star,™
Washington, D, C,, on June 19, 1969, which you may not have had the
opportunity to read, The information in this article is a matter of
public record regarding the FBI's position in this matter,

I can most emphatically assure you that this Bureau has
not made information regarding Martin Luther King available to any
unauthorized source at any time. In keeping with our responsibilities,
we have, however, disseminated information concerning King on a
high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government.

Sincerely yours,

B L Edsa Hoover /

-

Sy BT R AG

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent.
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V(e Mr. Tavel ____

Y™ | Mr. Walters____
Mr. Scyars ____
August 16, 1970 Tele. Room ___

Miss Holmes ____

Migs Gandy
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D, C,

re ' My dear Mr. Hoover,

Lo It was with a great/ deal of unrest that I recently completed reading

= E article concerning a soon-to-be-published book about the late Martin Luther
? , ng, "The King God Couldn't Save." The article was echoed in several
&A ‘magazine publications, in newspapers, and on television and radio. My
= oncern centers not on the information concerning Dr, King's extra-marital

fairs, but rather on why this information was given to the author of this

ook, As an American citizen, and a supporting taxpayer of your distinguished
Bureau, I {ind the apparently simple procurement of wiretap information a
flagrant degredation of privacy. It is my understanding that wiretapping, when
‘done, is normally highly speculative, exceptionally confidential, and often

— ﬂlegal

I should apprecaite your taking a moment to explain to me how access
ito this material was achieved, and if this is common practice?

Very truly yours,

_- -« N,

— ' !e!l !ar!lor!, !Ionnecticut

Lo : 06107
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. Park Ridge, Illinois 60068 b r Tfé‘ /6 V/#‘"
N ST — o7
o ~ pear QNN
“d The letter, with enclosure, from you and your
i husband was recelved on August 24th and I would like to assure
o you that the FBI does nof engage in blackmall activities. Also,

_ there is not one shred of h in the allegation that this Bureau
T blackmailed Martin Luth

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star, " Washington, D. C., on June 18,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
o information in this article ts a matter of public record regarding
- the FBI's position in this matter.

;__i‘r"'j' Sincerely yours,
T TAILED 21,

MAERE J. Edgar Hoover

Do mj

CONMFBI - - 4 )
- Enclosure - € %’2
fh ? / 1< Chicago - Enclosure L\‘;(c),: Lo
&\ d-d;l NOTE: There is no record of *n Bufiles.

) ’ Tolson Enclosed was a copy of an editorial irom the 'Chicago Daily News, ™

= 5; peve ———  8/15-16/70 containing unfounded allegation:. "against ‘he Director and

Bishop

-— the FBI. Bufiles reveal this paper has repeatediy mcade malicious

" Breanan, CD. . __

editorial attacks on the Director an the FBI.

é’-" A_' Conrad Lo .
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Mr Callahan
¢ ark Ridge, I, L 7@’) ﬁrf xféi?‘fd
Aug. 18, 1970 \4 - Gae 2
}_‘, . Rosell ______
. Tavel _

Mr Wnlters

Mr. Siyars ...
"I".—.'In 'Dnn-n

Miss Holmes.__
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, i Miss Gandy..
Director, FBI I —

Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr. Hoover:

The unwarrented infringment on the personal conversations of
Dr. Martin Luther King makes all of us less free-less sure that we really
live in a democracy.

We fought Word War II, partly to ensure that the type of evesdropping
that the Nazi's did to the Jews would not spread to the "free world. " It
obviously is too late, and, we too, live in a police state.

We call for the immediate resignation of J. Edgar Hoover and a new~
look at democracy in the FB.1.
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ICAGO DAILY NEWS

An lm‘lcpgndent Newspaper Founded January 1, 1876
Published by the Newspuper Division of Field Enterprives. Ine.

Bailey K. Roward. President

JBIIII {" '}i:&cv-u: -
FExecutive Vice President

Hoy M, Fisher
Fdirer

Daryle M. Feldmeir
Managing Editor
Kenneth MeArdle
Assoriute Editor
William . Steven

Russ Stewart
V'ice Presidents

- pUN, .. . N e
Winner of 13 Puiitzer irizes inr Meritorious Public Servire and Exeelience

The facts about the private life of
Dr. Martin Luther King are none of
our business; nor are they any valid
concern of the director of the Federal
Bureau of lavestigation, J. Edgar
Hoover.

Bui llcover, zcourding 10 a current

feport in Time magazine, made them

his business in a peculiarly obnoxious
way. g

King had betn publicly and con-
sistently critical of the FBl. Hoover
(the story goes) put a tap on his tele-
phone. and uncovered some gossip
about King's extramarital activities.
Hoover then called in King, lectured
him on morals, and advised him to
tone down his criticism of the FBIL

Columnist Carl Rowan, in discussing
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Mur-ha)l Field, Publisher - _ “

Enunett Dedion

Viee Pres Editorial Dureclor

Teo §. Newcombe
Fice Pres., General Mm.ugrr
y

Gabr Joreph
Vice Pres., Adiertising-Marketing

H. Shaomen
Viee Pres., Production

Albert E. von Entrees
¥ice Pres, Circulation

Editorial Page Staff: Fred ). Pannwin, Chie] Editorial Writer; Gerry Robichaud, \ ‘
Hoke Norris, Myron Beckensiein, John Fischetti. Sydney }. Harris R
i
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Blackmail, ,)y any name...

the article. writes: ﬁ' <

“The issue of overriding nauoml
importance is not whether King' en-
gaged in exiramarital sexual acgw
ties.

B T A S

3
r

s

The critical questmn,‘rxs. ,

whether this society is going to permit:y

public officials who tap telephones and
hus hotel rooms to hlackmail the vic-

DUE (UL TORINS (Y QLR ITAIL 8L RS

. tims of their spying.” -

We heartily agree. And blackmail is
the right word, even though money
was not the ohjective of the black-
mailer.

A petition signed by more than 100
prominent Chicagoans has now been
sent President Nixon demanding he
ffire Hoover.

The move, 45 we have said time and
again, is long overdue,

-
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August 25, 1970

/L0 - /6L o= 350y

ALL lNFOR“ATlﬂ'“Cf}_':_T_{\”:':D

HEREIN SUNCLA oo

DATER- 1641 LV SP¢) mglat
bo7e
Your letter, with enclosure, was received on

August 20th and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to
write and furnish me your views.

Degoit, Michigan 48228

I would like to assure you that the FBI does not
engage in blackmail activities. Also, there is not one shred of
truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Luther
King.

Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Evening Star," Washington, D, C., on June 19,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
lnformation in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the FBI's position in this matter.

oo

Tulson
Suliivan
Moht
Bishop
Brennan. C.D.
Callahan
..— - Casper
- ; Conrad ___
Feit . - _
v Gale - _ T A"
B -~ Rusen _
Se¥l Tavel
500N Walters
' Sovars _
Tele. Room
Holmes

Ganry

"' MAIL ROOM ] TELETYPE UNIT[ ]

< Sincerely yours,
D21 — . - n
1970 1 - Y. Edgar Hoover
21870- 30
commeRlL < fq - %
y 7 { v
Enclosure

NOTE: Bufiles disclose one prior outgoing'to corréSpnndent,"; B
3-1-51, regarding identification matters, He enclosed a copy of an
editonal regarding proposed plans for a march on Washington by

Ralph Abernathy of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
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Mr.

N2 \
( Mr. -+
Mr. Bosen. —
s Barn 2

r Boover,
Invostigation,
Mr. Waltery
Mr. Sayarg__

Turesu €.
Te]e. Hf‘Dm

Direstor, Federal

Vastrington, D.C.,
Dear Lr. D20Yver:
T sm esyiainly gratified and Miss Hc)
7 Pime Magarine, &0 Miss G;‘ﬁ‘;}:s___l

. T em
. in/meading the suren. T
S rotn that you debunked Tnw “myth' of the late/7)
| rouble -rouber 4ad Lroulie miker dargip sutber LTinge.
= I hope yuf rais 0o abic Lo Huxe 1t “three ip B rov,
ccon, byWsbunking iom puner kcoks, N ly wochor
pen jemin” SPCCK, ent mergerot-Fendo..... Ls¥NO BIE
in une ssme cctegory 86 " Rev." King, and @a0o0
loy~lty to the couse of Communism, 1 a&m sure, goes
awesy bock over Liw Yuirré.
Vr. Foover, I would like vo
lsugg;est a 1itsle pclice stretegy, V¢ 1» tanght to
. 'policemen ssle ~led to ettend the FBI hcedemys This
- gtyetegy ¥eoikea iy me meny many times over ithe yeors
By I served &5 &I inivstriel eecurliiy cffioer, sud in
i timos like we have today, it will worx cgain sxd
Co ggrin, to the Jatriment of the hebituel criminal.
b ¥y suggestion is &s foilows: When a DIAX rovoery
,er 8 hold-upr has been comnitted, and I¥0 or more
T ' guspects were involved, cseseati® Folice Department
n verdling smich a oa2se, when relezaing & report of
the rcblery %o i€ PIroSsSs, swould ctate thet e L=
smount of monsy BLOlen WBS ccnsicersbly MOXE than _‘;;g .
tre coTusl emount stolen. Fere is tha pPEYGAvIOBY -
tehiné this. In ibe orininal element, there sre x
¢ "unparéonekle £ing, " esses e InfCURIDE O P
yteutifying pgainst o fellow eriminal, AD eseees B
wHOLDING OUT " more than the fair "divvy" o tho
‘e will raght emong Lackee lves snd ) C
recl oms of thalr ’

lecks Griminc
¥111 each other if thay
23 out™ on tne loockt. Criminudt
oir crimss avidly, |

rmas.
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sccemplices "neild out
reai toe mewspapsr sccounts of b
\ and such & proredure verld put in molicn tne
Tighting amorg themselvss taab eould leud to
ain, on tho oinar ol ¢ killing ne
And in Himcs 1ile thets,
I am

\ ’ i i ‘H oy
\ suspactal nold -out mAN,
ki1l iremsleves off
Give &t

B ;i {f these charecters
! gure 3t is mo harm to the public ot lurge.
! some thought. I grerantes it will be most effective.
Erep up the good vork: b’]@- } ]
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A new march on Washington?

Three months ago when he was
making plans for a civil rights
march through the Georgia coun-
tryside, the Rev. Ralph Abernathy,
head of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, applied to
the government for police protec-
tion against unlawful disruption by
outsiders.

Today, Abernathy is making
plans for a march on Washington.

" He threatens the use of tactics of

sively to combat unlawfulness.
Their resentment has long since
been communicated to their repre-
sentatives and senators in Congress
who in turn are more hesitant than
in previous times to respond to the
pressure of mass obstruction and
disobedience,

Some civil Tights leaders, observ-
ing this deve;apmem ifi public and
legisiative opinion, have wisely
pulled away from violent means

and disassociated themselves and

3 civil disobedience to brmg the Pen-_ their organizations from the extre-
¥ tagon to a halt and “tie up the) mists. But Abernathy seems more
whole Washington scene, if neces-/ and more inclined to ingratiate
o~ ysary.”’ himselfWith the implacable mili-
3  The good Reverend should make W‘ﬁ_}‘ pparently fears,
W up his mind whether he does or may be g his_thunder. He
R does not believe in law and order. entourages young people to refuse
He should also reflect on whether military service, preaches hostility
r tactics such as those he now pro- "{o constituted authority and plans
: poses haven't lost their effective- for the disruption of the center of
X ness under the law of diminishing national government.
p returns. All this can only do harm rather
7 Americans have gotien their fill than good to the causes he pro-
of strong-arm, obstructionist meth- fesses to represent. The members
ods used in the name of social jus- of SCLC ought to begin asking
tice. They are less and less inc- whether he has most at heart the
lined to accept the argument that interests of his followers or his ow
unlawful means may be used mas- ambitions of power and leaHersﬁi‘“p ﬁ
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August 26, 1970

ALL INFORMATION Cu. iniitn ! 7
Trenton, New Jersey 06638 HEREIN IS UNCLASS!FIED /

- b'l(q)w- DATEZ-1%-€1 LYS Ad\fim [k
bo6

k- * ,Your telegram to President Nixon was referred to

-3 this Bureau and received on August 24th. I would like to assure
(i you that the FBI does not engage in blackmail activities. Also,
B . there is not one shred of truth in the allegation that this Bureau
. /  blackmailed Martin Luthe~King,
e \ : Ty
Encloged is a copy of a copyrighted article which
appeared in "The Eveéning Star," Washington, D. C., on June 19,
1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding
the FBI's position in this matter.

,:;__ Sincerely yours, j? ,@M
I _
: J Edzar Hoover

2
18 g 3
§ -+ Z| Enclosure '
= 7 =
L g - 2 : 3o .
L NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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Mr. Caspér i
/( Mr. Convad. ____ i
\ Mr. Felt . - !
W F e
r. Ros e
Mr. Tavel_

Mr, Walters
Mr., Sihas
Tele. Room ______
Mise Holmes
Miss Gandy

e —
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34 AUG 241970 -
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, ALL INFORMATION CONT
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I have received your letter of August 16th, with
enclosures. I would like to assure you that the FBI does not

: ~_3 engage in blackmail activities and that there is not one shred of
g truth in the allegation that this Bureau blackmailed Martin Lother
o Enclosed is a copy of a copyrighted article which
Tre appeared in "The Evening Star,' Washinzton, D. C., on June 19,

1969, which you may not have had an opportunity to read. The
information in this article is a matter of public record regarding

I "1 the FBI's position in this matter.
) e 3 Sincerely yours,
Y |8 E B
b 0B 3. Edgat Hooved
e .
Gl &gf”

Enclosure

§ | NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Enclosures to
- o her letter are local news clippings regarding the Martin Luther King
' * controversy, the arrest of the Reverend Daniel Berrigan, and &nm

© Telson article regarding the 1969 Uniform Crime Repor;s bulletin, 5_‘,2
Sullivan i ‘
Benhop MSR:mls (3) T M
RBeconan, C.D. . ~

Callahan

'-‘: Cwe Casper
Conrad

e W 40
'> r' Felt [‘[ y « {g'( Vv

G e e— t g

, Y Tavel . |_ ) ‘

L B £y L7

Holmer

. ta _____ MAILROOM["T] TELETYPE UNIT[ ]

T B T T e L e g T N AT LT TG BB i



N TR PR

gy

PR——— SRR PP

o rd
A A

-

M THER

f77f353777}h) [.

T

o iT?TTT Q: )
o —— ""n'\l“” 1 lg‘-l
E"““fumﬂlﬂuﬁ~ COLUMBUS -
st R

F gy

J.7"rar Hoover
BRI
Hestin-ton, D.D, 20000 et
LL N

Al - QI
HEREIN IS UMSLAS m!.x.
DF\TELL (P _5_9‘-“ bolh

WISCONSIN 53925

August 1€, 1970

Pt TH N, . ;f

| S
"‘l“‘ ‘ rv""*

Desr I, Hogvyer:

l/r”w

Mr, nlsnn._‘!.
Mr, tivan_¥
M .Y S
M}‘ ,l" P,

Mr{ 2¥e CI
Mr. Calia}an_
Mr. Casper__,
Mr. Conrad.
Mr. Felt ______
Mr. Gale_ ...
Mr. Rosen. . __
Mr. Tavel _ __
Mr. Waltera___
Mr. Soyars____
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes___
Miss Gandy____
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You hzve lcng been on xy list of people to be gdnired fer what
you er= doirnr ir public lile for the zeed of our dear country!

Howaver, now in this dzy end age of racial equality &nd oppor=—
tunity I &™ gshened for rou aboul relacsinz the %ape allesins sexusl activity
ir the privete lite of such e hero to mary for peace and roodness in Arericar
1i{e es Dr. Mertin Luther King!

“f‘v-ﬂ a “‘n Q'hor-ﬂ'lv ir the (0'e TET =an

" Ll 4 b iU WY o s La oSy

ir the light of this tzpe relesse by whieh you allow a hrro to te sleandered?
It can orly lesd to rore erire and violence-—certsinly net to &ny pecce and
“epdness in Amn-riesr lide!

Whet ig the resnine of
LT 1 the res ool

i
L—

It is ry epirion toe thet you owe an apology in TIIE, the ML~
WAUKNE JOURYAL &v” zny other paper cor narzzine which published the defuratory
tape recording! ’

If rou went help in ridding the country (US4} of cri
tainly &s Christ cays, recorded by three evangeli
Luke 11,17) a house diviced syzinst itself carrot stand--ycu should do 811 you
can to align the rood eiforts of ron-violent men like M.L, King ansd his sue-

cessors now to your ceuse, rather than repelling ther through such & cherscte
slur on their best leader!

"o
M
1is

The followins is & quotation from the Milwsuvkee Journal,
Surfey, fugust 16, 170 (todey) which £lso reeds ottertiont Action for Sur-

vivzl setedulad g8 "erreh srainst crire® on Ph\ﬂngn'q South Side’ ﬂanaT:’r 8l1lie3

l =Ry i ol ) VI § wi LTSl W e Sroe 2 Sk R ek ol

with the Ur'en Lesgue, backed by Rev, Curtis E, Burrell znd Rev, Jesse Jackson:
"the wiite econoriec sysier that hee dernied our men and women and young people
the jobs and oppertunity they nced for ecoromic security (and resultznt pezce-
£:1 livirr}, on the crire syniicste that porvides gung end narcotics for our
destruction end orn the law erforcerent syster that ipnores crimes cormritted
emainst blecks by blscks crd coubly penslizes erimes committed by blecks
ereinst whites"--- how can tlack people gain enything for &8 good 1ife in this
free country of ours urless we work topether?

Ascurirs you of prayers for your own self znd ;our efforts for
ithe g(rd cf ell people, ——zr2 you gocially prejudiced? We &1l owe each otherl

i
\L RE "

Sircerely,
/”T-/[/l’"‘ £ =

AUG,IQ 1970
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Crime Up Sharply in '60s, FBI Say: |

WASHINGTON (UP1) — Seri-
" ous crime rose by 148 per cent

: in the turbulent 1960s while the

population of the United States
increased only 13 per cent, the
' FBI reporied Wednesday.

But Atty. Gen. John N. Miteh-
ell said 'the rale of Increase
siowed down substanlially in
1969,” President Nixon's first
year in office.

O BB s ifoum prinin o
THo FhOa'8 Uiorm rime e

pert i5 based on crimes re
of delermining the toial number
ported to police. There ig no way
actualiy committed.

Five miliion serious crimes
were Teported last year —
855,000 of them violent crimes

——t .

like murder, rape, aggravated
assault, and robbery, and L3
million involving property such
as burglary, larceny of more
than $30, and auto thefl,

Tolal property loss was about
$2 billion in 1969, less the 47 per
cent recovered by police. The
overali police rate of solving
crimes fell 4 per cent in 1969 for
a I0-year decline of M per cent.

In the past decade, crimes of
violence rose 130 per cent and
property crimes were up 151 per
cenl.

And last year saw the murder
of B5 law enforcement pfficers,

virtually s} by firearms, the

highest of the decade when a

total 561 policemen were mur-
dered on duty. Nearly I7 cf
every 100 law enforcement off-
cers were assaulied on duty last
year, up 7 per cent from 1968

“IN 198, the numberwi seri-
ous crimes in the United States
increased by 12 per cent over
1968, as compared to a 17 pef
cent increase in 1968 over 1%7,"
Mitchell said in a statement ac-

companying the FBI report.

i Violent crimes were up 11 per
cent compared to 18 per cent in
* 1964, he said, and serieus crime
in the big cities incressed only 9

per cent compared to 18 per
cent in 1968,
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But the FBI said suburban
areag cuntinued last year io

show an above-average rise in
the volume of crime—up I3 per
cenl.
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THE USE OF firearms con-
tinued upward. Firearms were
used in 59 per tent of murders
last year, 63 per ceut of armed
robberies, and 24 per cent of ag-
gravateq assaults. .

Of the estimated 14,59 mur-
ders in 1969, the FH{ said that
“police , sre powerless fo pre-

- vent a large number of these

crimes.”

“The significant fact emerges
that most murders are commit-
ted by the relatives of the vie-
tim or persons acquainied with
the victim,” the report sad

“It follows, therefore, thui
criminal bomicide i, to a ma)or
exient, & Dational social prob-

lem beyond police prevmtlon
In 1564, killings wilidn ihe faro-

tly made up over cpefourth of
all murders.”

ALL ARRESTS
per cent in the past decade. The
most dramatie increase in ar-
rests were for narcclics law vio-
lJations — up 492 p-t cent, pri-
marily due to inv ) vement of
lhcﬂyoung EE KM

A special study ol .3,567 crim-
inal offenders released in 1963
showed 65 per cet had been
rearrésied by the and of 1969.
Of those under 20 years of age,
74 per cent were rearrested dur-
Ing the slx-year peciod.
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New York, N. Y. -AP- Three
colleagues of the late Mantin
Luther King Jr. Monday de-
nounced as ‘‘totally false*' a
Time magazine report that FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover con-
fronted King with wiretap evi-
dence revealint King's alleped

Challenge Stor

¥

NAL 84 5,

ing

extramarital sex activities,

A fourth associate said Hoo-
ver should be suspended for
“misuse, abuse and malfea-
sance in discharging his re-
sponsibilities'” for the wiretap
on King's phone,

The widow of the slain civil
rights leader also issued a
statement saying the Time sto-
ry did not correspond with
what her hushand had told her.

Time stuck by its story.

Discussed Book

Discussing a new book
about King, "The King God
Didn't Save Y by euthor John
Williams, Time said Hoover,

tured King on his morals and
suggested that he tone down
his criticism of the FBI.

In a joint statement issued
in Atlanta, Ga., the Rev. Ralph
David Abernathy, King's s
cessor as head of the Southemn
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence, the Rev. Andrew Young
and the Rev. Walter E. ]-‘aun
1 troy, declared:

"As participants and wit-
nesses to the discussion be-
tween Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. end J. Edgar Hoover, we
ate shocked by Time maga-
zine's totally false report.

"All three of us were pres-
ent during the entire discus-
sion and at no point did Mr,
Hoover lecture Dr. King or
even comment on his persona al
life."

Time “"Discredits Self” .

King slowed down his activi-
ties because he felt threat-
ened,'* and added:

“Time magazine discredits

milliens, white
discredits itself in stooping to
sensationalism through fiction
&nd irresponsibility.

"“"We suggest that Time re-
read its own story on Dr.
King's immortal contribution,
published when he was named

(1964)."'
Mrs. Coretta King's state-
ment, also issued in Atlanta,

said: "The conversation be-
“tween my

meeting with King in 1964, lec-

1 1ater:

The statement said it was |i
“'blatantiy untrue that Dr.{!

itself in seeking to throw mud |
on a man admired and loved by .
black and white. It

Time's Man of the Year|-

b2

Hoover, which he related to
me, does not correspond at all
with the Time magazme re-
pOl‘t "

A spokesman for Time said

v A careful reading of Time's
article should make quite clear
the magazine's admiration for

Dr. King's work — for exam-
ple, ine observations w.al Dr.
King's leadership brought con
science and cohesion to the|
cause of black equality and
that he was the catalyst in they

Turn to Wiretap, page 3, col. 4
[ .
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3King Aides, Widow
- Deny Wiretap Story

From page 1 sive and vigorous sexual activ-

. - - {ities™
i formation of a truly national | The wiretap on King's phone
- civil rights movement, was disclosed last year in

“"As for the facts in the arti- || Houston, Tex, by an FEI agent
testifying at a hearing on box-

= (_:_Ie, ".I'ime stands by its report- er Cassius Clay's refusal to be
' ing. inducted into the Army. The
+  Blasts Hoover agent was not allowed by the

Jackson, national director of ||was tapped.
the SCLC's Operation Bread-
basket program, charged the
FBI with making the wiretap
tapes as ''an intentional defa- |
mation of Character.’

Jackson said Hoover, in let-
ting the contents of the tapes

ecome Known, was trying ''to
undercut the trust and respect
for the present»c4vil rights|
leaders.” He added:
“TRr. Hoover has stooped to
the lowest rungs of viciousness
and maliciousness in his under- '
handed dissemination of infor-

In Chicago, the Rev. Jesse |judge to say why King' sphcmeI

e ‘mation regarding a deceased

o :'_' man." z

= Asks Investigation . sRATLC n"J AL
-4 Jackson ur ged that Presi- lN TCF\ A4 -n ’i C» d

- . . dent Nixon suspend Hoover

T_ = pending an examination of the HERE\N \S UNCLASS\H LD
anisin f e Soice Do £2.-26-81-BY
' DAT | e>7 b

ment, black jurists and law-
makers and white and black

psychiatrists,
) : Time quotes Williams es
T saying the FBI bggan tapping
-__’-__:} King's telephone "and bugging ||
Ec;‘ his hotel rooms in 1963, and

while it uncovered no evidence |
. of subversior it ''did turn up|’
J an astonishing amount of in-|

JormatioratotrKing's exten-
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tuurmg WL Uayas ‘:jl dc,.;uai .;....;, IlJe wriadbiigy ve g - Ely avu
itant Jews, called “zealots,” their crimes lEp e e e S T ur

i i ’ i icy is immorai, I0C Citrgy il
carried out guerilla raidsl - ~ha¢ jsn't quite true. Fr. Ber- young resister and believed |

; -| when they did so.that they were have decided that their loyally.
against the Roman forces . surely knew that he would| apyarin g ‘.m:?- .t.,y we must lie not with “Caesar” but
cupying Israel. . i g S -
. ‘ sled some day. He coul _twith God.
Many scholars believe thatipace fleg the country. IN RHODESIA, the Christiaii| This is not to say that the

Barrabas, the prisoner Pilate
released instead of Jesus, was a
zealot.

During our own time, the Ger-
man theologian Dietrich Bon-

But what Fr. Berrigan was|churches are openly defying a clergymen involved are either
not willing to do was to justify) new apartheid law which re-|right or wrong; the debate on
willingly giving him-| quires churches to segregate|ihat wiil continue.

self up. Instead, he attempted to] their worship and service insti-| But one thing is evident. One
make fools of FBI agents, tutions, such as schools and hos-| no Tonger can just assume that

hoeffer engaged in a secret plot| sneaking through their midst pitais. . The church is going to stand for
to assassinate Adolf Hitler.  {{ime after fime to make his es-) Among the Protestant bodies|law and order in any given so-
Church people who engage I cape, involved there are the Angli.| ciely.

such acts of viole;ace generally]
defend themselveson high .
moral grounds, but the goverg.i. guite clear and that is that the an;%:ng“_f:;_s afﬁﬂf&fﬁ{;m
ments involved tend to see them|movement is growing. in Rhodesi ;";m;‘:i“;“.’o"in:‘;:;ﬁ o
as treason and act accordingly.| Not only Stringtellow, but doz- ration threatenin to3 shut down

Bonhoeffer was executed by|ens of other middle class busi-| " Catholic schgo]s hospitals
the German governmentjness and professional people hid ' prass,

. . . : : and service institutions.
Priests and nuns in Brazil ap-{Fr. Berrigan in their homes, d s :m(,;fhgiigt“stc%';l < serve

155,000 children and the 131 hos-
pitals and clinics care for more
than 1 million patients a year,

ONE THING, however, is cans, Methodists, Presbyteri-i~ Cem T T
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_during recent weeks indicate

 Relg insWisconsin State ¢ ournal News

MADISON, SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 15, 1970 SECTION 1, PAGE 5
Concern Is World-Wide ' !

- Miilitant Clergy Trend W |dens

BY WILLIAM R. WINEKE
State Journal Religion Writer

It is getting to the point that
your local revolutionary is more
likely to wear a clerical collar
than a beard. ' !

The change came so slowly
that few persons noticed it, but
reporis from all over the world

that Christian clergymen are
engaged In_revolutionary acts
agains} their governments, e

For example, the Rev. Daniel
J. Berrigan was arrested Tues-
day, at Block Island, R.I., after
eluding FBI agents for four
months,

MALCOLM BROWNE reports
in the New York Times that -
“the growing association of the
priestly cassock with revolution-
ary violence has become a con-
cern of crisis proportions to
both the Roman Catholice
Church and the Argentine gov-
ernment.”

And United Press Interna-
tional editor Louis Cassels nofes
that hundreds of Catholic
priests, muns, and lay leaders
have been jailed in Brazil be-
cause they displeased that na-
tion’s military government.

—What is heing talked aboyt is
not the ¢lassic kind of civil diso-
. bedience made famous by Gan-
..dhi and Martin Luther Kin g

When Dr. King br
ha_mﬂhugly_mnt_to_lgﬂ_ﬂ
tem‘” - .

BUT WHEN Fr. Berrigan, a
49-year old Jesuit priest and .
poet, participated in the de- |
struction of draft records Ca-!" _
tonsville, Md., he jumped —
and went into ludmg

 Alht amler dhat hat when 'hn‘




