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This memorandum sets out detailed analysis of bews
- article critical of former FBI investigation of Martin Luther
oo King, Jr., and recommends we adhere to ''no comment" position
T regarding allegations in the article, copy attached.

SYNOPSIS: 0
“The Washington Post" on 10/9/75, carried a column

by Jack Anderson and Les Whitten in their "The Wgshington ,-
» Merry-Go-Round" syndicated column with captia?ﬂazsociates Ask

:’ Probe To Clear King's Name," The article states in reference
to the FBI and Martin Luther King, Jr. that former Direct
Hoover personally ordered leaks regarding King's alleged
sexual exploits and supposed Communist ties following the
FBI's becoming aware King was being considered for the I964
Nobel Peace Prize. Mr. Hoover supposedly labeled King as
\s.wen as the late Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and former
™ FBI official Quinn Tamm as Mr. Hoover's most hated enemies., The
.;\3 article states that the FBI conducted surveillance of King and
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson And les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

accept the Nobel Peace Prize chase a woman through an Oslo
hotel?; Did Dr. King carry on a romance with the wife of a
Los Angeles dentist?

Anderson refutes each allegation based on his
supposed interviews of persons present. Our files do not support
Anderson's charges except that our files agree with his findings
regarding the Oslo ineident, and we did surveill King
occasionally and conduct electronic surveillances of his hotel
rooms occasionally, Anderson coneludes "Thus the FBI's attempt
to besmirch the great civil rights leader, as Dr. King
himself predicted before his martyrdom, has backfired against
the FBI."

Detailed response to each point as revealed by our
files set forth in following Details,

OBSERVATIONS:

Each item referred to by Anderson is based on an
incident covered in our files. Anderson deals with each item
and dismisses it as refuted based on denials of the
allegations by persons involved with King in each situation who,
in each instance, deny or explain away the accusation. The
obvious self-interest in such denials is ignored by Anderson.

RECOMMENDATION:
Any inquiry regarding this article be responded to
by '"no comment." B
RS
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Memorandum to Mr, W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson And les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

DETATILS:

: The 10/9/75, issue of "The Washington Post" carries

T the syndicated column of Jack Anderson and Les Whitten "The
. Washington Merry-Go-Round." This article has an added

headline "Associates Ask Probe To Clear King's Name.,”

- The article states that associates of the late
. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., have asked the authors to
investigate the FBI's '"smear charges'" agalnst King and to
- publish the authors'! "honest findings.''* It is stated that
Dr. King's widow, according to the associates, hopes the

R authors will clear Dr. King's name,.

- Anderson Allegation

The article claims that the FBI, sometime after 1964,
began leaking stories about Dr. King's alleged sexual exploits
and his supposed communist ties. The leaks allegedly were
ordered personally by the late Director Hoover who "had developed
: a fierce hatred" for King. It 1s stated that Mr. Hoover was
= infuriated when he was advised "in a seeret memo from his
'Jj intelligence network'" that Dr. King was expected to receive

the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize. The article states '"he was so
s infuriated that he scrawled wons of outrage on the memo
in blue pencil."

Bureau Files

. Information regarding Dr. King obtained during the
course of our investigation of him and the communist influence

_,, on him was disseminated in the normal course of business to

_ k appropriate officials and agencies in the Executive Branch,

B e.g. U. S. Attorney General and other Department of Justice

S officials, White House officials and occasionally the President.

2 The files do not indicate a ''whispering campaign" against King

was ordered by Mr, Hoover or conducted by the Bureau.
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall

Re: Article By Jack Anderson And les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

The extent of Mr. Hoover's reactions to Dr, King's
being nominated for and receiving the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize was
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Dr. King had been proposed for the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize,
Mr. Hoover noted on the serial "What a farcel" (100-106670-398).
In another article datelined 10/6/64, it was again reported that
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on this serial, noted "King could well qualify for the 'top
alley cat' prizel'" (100-106670-480), Mr. Hoover noted
"Shamefull" when it was, 1n fact announced that Dr. King had
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There is no indication in the file that Mr. Hoover initiated any
specific action or intensified investigation as a result of
Dr. King's receiving the Nobel Peace Prize,

Anderson Allegation

The article states that Herbert Jenkins, Atlanta,
Georgia, Chief of Police, who was at that time president of the
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), visited
Director Hoover, Mr. Hoover supposedly ''suddenly, out of contexi
...blurted that he had three enemies whom he hated more than
anyone else in the world," former Bureau official Quinn Tamm,
former Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and Dr. King. The
article continues by stating that the FBI kept Dr. King under
surveillance and '"even bugged his hotel suites.” It is
a.l..l.egeu tnat tne L'DJ. useu !:ne lnIOmlﬁ.Elﬁ Ol.)tai

"*whispering campaign" against King.

Bureau Files

A Herbert T. Jenkins, Chief of Police, Atlanta, Georgia,
who had recently been elected president of IACP, had an intervie
with Director Hoover in the Director's Office on the afternoon
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson And Les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

of 1/18/65. Memorandum of J. J. Casper to Mr, Mohr dated
1/19/65, records this interview. Mr. Hoover did discuss at
some length, his displeasure with Quinn Tamm, exXecutive
Director of IACP and the manner in which Mr. Tamm was handling
his functions with the IACP. Mr. Hoover did not describe

Mr, Tamm as an "enemy." The only reference to former

Attorney General Robert Kennedy was the statement by Mr. Hoover
that Mr. Kennedy had attempted to have Mr., Hoover lower the
standards for FBI Agents as a possible means of inereasing the
number of Negro Agents employed by the Bureau. Mr, Hoover
explained to Mr, Jenkins that he had told the Attorney General
that he wuld not do this and that he would not drop the
standards of Special Agents as long as he was Director of the
FBI. The only reference to Mr. King is as follows:

"Mr. Hoover also discussed with Chief Jenkins his
meeting with Doctor Martin Luther King. He pointed out that
while he has only publicly called King a liar, he could have
told of King's poor morals and communist connections.!" There
is no statement of Mr, Hoover's deseribing anyone as his '‘enemy"
or of his making any statements regarding his hating anyone.

Anderson Allegation

The statement that the FBI kept Dr. King under
surveillanee and '"bugged his Htotel suites" 1s not subjeet to
dispute, The Bureau did surveill King on occasion and we
did conduct electroniec surveillance of hotel rooms occupied by
King.

The following questions are raised in the article and

answered therein:
m -
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson and Les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr,

Anderson Allegation

"Did Dr. King have secret Communist connections?"
The article states that Dr. King ''was in touch with a known
Communist attorney in New York City who tried to influence the
civil rights campaign.'" Anderson concludes that Dr. King
did not let the Communists take over his movement and that
Dr. King "remained a staunch anti-Communist.!' It 1is acknowledged
that he accepted some of the attorney's anti-Vietnam War views.

Bureau Files

Anderson Allegation

L]

"Did the FBI tape a sex orgy, involving Dr, King, at
Washington's old Willard Hotel?" The article states that
"witnesses" who were with Dr. King at the Willard Hotel
said that Dr. King used some "ribald"language but indulged in
no sexual acts.

"There was evidence on the tape, according to those who
heard it, that sexual intercourse occurred, But Dr. King was
not one of the lovers. The man's volce was identified as that

of an acquaintance."
Tor Lw“'“RET o
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson And Les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

Bureau Files

e e |

Anderson Allegation

"Did Dr, King, while in Norway to accept the Nobel
peace prize, chase a woman through an Oslo hotel?" The article
alleges that the FBI whispered such rumors around Washington,
but that "witnesses" state someone in Kings party other than
himself was involved with some prostitutes in the hotel, and

that King was not so involved.

Bureau Files

Our files do not contain any information indicating

t that the FBI whispered rumors as referred to above around
Washington. Our files do refleet that we had information that
someone in King's party other than King was involved with some

prostitutes in the hotel in Oslo, Norway. (100-442529-555).

: Anderson Allegation

''Did Dr. King carry on a romance with the wife of

a
Los Angeles dentist?" The article states that "we spoke directl

=feted S22 gy = MLl LD e LA = R ] [ 1= WUnwe Wil 4

with both the dentist and his wife, Both agreed that she was
Dr. King's close friend but not his lover."

¥y

Bureau Files
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Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall
Re: Article By Jack Anderson And Les Whitten
Concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.

L7€) b70)

The artiecle ends:

"Thus the FBI's attempt to besmirch the great civil
rights leader, as Dr. King himself predicted before his
martyrdom, has backfired against the FBI." This conclusion is
not supported by our files.
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Associates of the late Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. have
asked us to investigate tle :

FBI's smear charges against ;

him and to publish our honest , -

findings. His widow, they say,"
hopes we will clear his name.
We have found that the FBI
sometime after 1964 began
"leaking stories about Dr.
King's alleged sexual exploits
and supposed Communist ties.

personally by the late J.
Edgar Hoover, who had
developed a fierce hatred for
the black leader.

Hoover began the smear
campaign afler learning in
advance that Dr. King would
gel the 1964 Nobel peace prize.
The selection was reported to
the late FBI chief in a secret
memo from his intelligence
network. He was so infuriated
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Assomates Ask Probe
To Clear King’s Name

By Jack Anderson md Les Wlnum -""""'" v

- Indeed, the FBI kept the
civil rights crusader under
surveillance and even bugged

his hotel suites. Then the :

bureau used the information
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Witnesses mecall tha. some
supporters of Dr. King let

! their jubilation get out- of
- hand, brought prostitutes into

. tha I\n!nl amwvi raiced a ruckus,

-

" to start a wh:spenns Cam-
paign against him. .

At the urging of his
associales, we have now
checked into the stories that

- the FBI spread about him.

- Hereare our findings:

- was in touch with a know

- Communist. - -

that he scrawled words of
outrage on the memo in blue
pencil, we were told.

Not long afterwards, Hoover
was visited by Atlanta’s police
chief, Herbert Jenkins, who
was then president of the
International Association of
Chiefs of Police.

Suddenly, out of context,
Hoover blurted that he had
three enemies whom he hated
more than anyone eise in the
world. He ideniified them as-

“his former deputy Quinn

Tamm, ex-Attorney General
Robert F. Kennedy and Dr.

S Martm Luther ng J r.

lﬂﬂ uumulounueu JEHIUIIS
later encountered his friend,
Dr. Martin Luther King Sr., on
the streets of Atlanta. Jenkins
took the occasion to warn the
old man pointedly that

LT oy ey tnm ha oo tha o la
< UTHor l-’l:l“:i Ve ol lll: ¢Icl-t

It may be that the FBI is
looking into him, and they look
pretty thoro

“who kn

" tape, accordmg to those who

" peace prize, chase a woman *

- were
Washinglonby the FBI. -
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_Did Dr. King have secret

Cemmunist connections? Hel
] S —

n

Communist attorney in New
York City, who tried to in-
fluence his civil rights cam-
paign. However, Dr. King
never let the Communists take
over his movement and
remained & staunch antis

Hn avamianlly aanantad
6 TYrliluaily obLcpical

some of the attorney’s anfi-
Vietnan War views. But those
Dr. King agree he
was motivated by hu.manlty,
notideology. =~ =

Did the PB[ tape a sex drgy,
involving Dr. King, at
Washington’s old Wigiard
Hotel? Witnesses who - were
with him at the Willard recall
that he used some ribald
janguage but induiged in no
sexual acts. ‘

1

There was ev1dencn on the

heard it,’ that sexual in-
tercourse occurred. Rut Dr.
King was not one of the lovers.
The man's voice was iden-
tified as that of an acquain-
tance,

Did Dr. King, while In~
Norway (o accegt the Nobel

through an €)slo . hotel?
Rumers of the hot pursuit -
whispered around

it e

" Dr. King's close friend but not

Yhe FRL
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The witne:sses remember
clearly thrat King was not
among -them but, on the

contrary, tried to qmet the -

celebratjon

Did_ U-r King carry on a
romance with the wife of a Los
Angeler; dentist? To check out
this FBI report, we spoke
directlty with both the dentist
and his wife. ‘

Both agreed that she was

his J over.
“Thus the FBI's atternpt to

bes;mirch the great civil rights |

lender, as Dr. King himself

Ay AeI i

predicted before his mar--

ty/rdom, has backfired against
]
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10 RECTOR, FBI (52-116395)
FROM:  SAC, NEW YORK (62-152&) -
ATTN:  INID, W. O. CREGAR
SENSTUDY-75.

RENYTEL , SEPTEVSER 8, 1975.

_, IMTELL IGENCE DIVISION, NEW
YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTEMI (NYCPD)., ADVISED NYCPD HAS Log_mo C}i ;
NO RECORD OF ANY ELECTRONIC SURVEILLAKCE OF WARTIN LUTHER KItG . )

gr,

HE FURTHER ADVISZD NYCPD CONSIDERS INFORMATIOHN IN BUREAU FILES E

" PREGARDING ANY SUCH SURVEILLAWCE AS BUREAU RECORDS AND THAT ANY
DISCLOSURE OF SUCH RECORDS IS THE BUREAU'S PREROGATIVE.

_ o g ad A

WHO WAS IXN CHARGE OF THE DEPART(ENT WHEN THE ELECIROHNIC
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L

A
SUAVIILLANCE WAS QOIDUCIED, HAS SINCGE RETIRED AXMD LIVING S
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~C- SONSWHIRE IH MAINE. g SaID HE COULD FURNIS!

NO FURTHER INFORMATION RE ADCVE MATTZ=R.
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R -a1esd NOT RECORDED
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Onr  SaC, IEW YORK (@-15065) 5
') ATIN:  INID, . 0. CREGAR A
SENSTUDY~-75, BUDED , SSPTEFBER 8, 19754 %

RE BIREAU TEL , SEPTEIBER 5, (975, }

INTELL IGENCE DIVISIOHN,

NEW YORK CITY FOLICE DEPARTUNZNT (RYCPD ), ADVISED HZ HAS N0

e
9 . |
\e KNO'»'ILE/D_@\E OF AUY ELECTRCNIC SURVEILLANCE BY NYCPD ON MARTIN

r " "\“/, e ermm w) .
" 1 LUTHER K143, - STATED RECORDS PRESTINTLY BEINZ REVIEWED }} -
1 TO DETERNMINE IF ANY RECORDS FAINTAIKID Of ELECTRONIC

: siRveiLLance OF x1tG. [P BCIts COETACTED SEPIEIBIR 9,
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© PAGE TWO M 66-5346

(! N V15D THS DCPD TAS O 0BJECT I0KS T0 m[Fax

3 RELEASING THIS LNFORMATLON TO THZ SSC. ME SAID THEY WOLLD
HAVZ TO SEARCH THAIR RECURDS TO DETERMINE WHAT IHFORMATION
THEY HAVE ON KING AMD THAT ANY REQUEST FOR THIS INFORMATION
BY SSC WOULD HAVE TU BE IN THL FORC OF A SUBPOENA.

\ch/ —, DIRECTOR, DCPSD, WHO IS O VACATION,
W@S IAITIRLLY CONTACIED IN THIS MATTER BY S5AC JULIUS L.
FATT SON AKD MADE AWARE OF TTE REQUEST BY S5C.
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TO S8ACS NIANI
NEW YORK

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (62-116398)
SENSTUDY 75, BUDED SEPTEMBER 8, 1975.}
REMMATRTEL MAY 323, 1966, NYAIRTELS MAY 18, 1985, MAY 28,
1963, AND NYLET JULY 39, 1963, ALL CAPTIONED "MARTIN LUTHER.
O‘EM- BECURITY MATTER - C," MIAMI FILE 100-13079,

NEW YORK FILE 100-136585. 1 |

THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE (8SC) HAS REQUESTED ACCESS TO
ALL MENORANDA AND OTHER MATERTALS WHICH RELATE TO ELECTRONIC
SURVEILLANCE OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING BY STATE AND LOCAL
AGENCIES OR GOVERNMENTS.

REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS INDICATE THAT THE DADE COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, MIAMI, FLORIDA, AND THE NEW YORK CITY POLICE
DEPARTMENT USED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE EQUIPKENT IN THEIR
COVERAGE OF DR. KING,

IN OEDER FOR FRINQ TO
IT WILL BE NECESSARY ¥OR MIAMI AND NEW YORK TO CONTACT APPRO-
PRIATE OFFICIALS OF THE DADE COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE AND THE
NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT AND ADVISE THEM OF THE SSC

ky- 100-106670 (King)
TTAspal/dsh £ (11700
HEREN 1S Ut
DATE.23-41 BYSAqa it

697¢C

ICATT YELLOW

/17 0F WIRE TRANSHITIED

RR ARIE TN
RS SeLTSETE 6 W

RESDOINT

PRAEEE WL

[0p”

Mr. J. A. Mintz

M¥r. ¥. R. "ﬁﬂ&&r"

BEPTEMBER 3, 1975

IR AL

“-i_'o "r Go ﬁ‘vixnu
Mr. J. T. Aldhiser
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PAGE TWO 62-11639% 2

REQUEST. SECURE THEIR COMMENTS RELATIVE TO: ‘'  WHETHER

s

THEY HAVE ANY OBJECTION TO OUR RELEASING TO SSC THE MATERIAL
FROM THEM CONTAINED IN REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS, WEICH WOULD
DISCLOSE THAT THEY USED ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCES IN THEIR

MAMYEN ATy A W TYLS AT BAY Ay o ARl TS W8 A Sl
WWIYTLILVAGULD WVE ALIDNV, m&x BRNVUVIWW DI AXyoioni] VW LDBE A3

EVEN IF FBIHQ DOES NOT VOLUNTARILY SUPPLY REQUESTED
INFORMATION, SSC MAY SUBPOENA FBI RECORDS,
EXPEDITE AND SUBMIT BY TELETYPE IK THE ABOVE CAPTION,

ATTENTION INTD, W. O, CREGAR, BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS SEPTEMBER 8,
1975.

END

NOTK:

Pursuant to a request from the Senate Select Committee
(8SC), Bureau files were reviewed and specific informationm
pertinent to the above question was discovered.

Communications from New York and Miami disclose that bo
the Dade County Sheriff's Office and New York City Police

WEAIWF TR MW W W e AL W ——— == == 5g SUi Rl

Department used electronic surveillance equipment in their
coverage of Martin lather King. '

Headgquarters considers it nppropriate and necessary to
have New York and Miami contact the iocal agencies invoived ior
their position regarding possible disclosure and release of
information pertaining to their olectronic surveillance coverage
of King to the SSC.. :
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TO SAC, ATLANTA
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI (62-116395)
SENSTUDY '75, BUDED: 7/31/75.

FEIHQ IS PRESENTLY COMPILING PERTINENT DOCUMENTS PERTAIN-
ING TO CAPTIONED MATTER AT THE REQUEST OF THE UNITED STATES
SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE TO STUDY GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (SsC).

INCLUDED IN THE SSC'S REQUEST IS ONE CONCERNING ALL MEMO-
RANDA AND ANY OTHER MATERIALS INDICATING OR REFLECTING THE
INCEPTION OF (A) ALL HEADQUARTERS FILES AND (B) ALL ATLANTA
DIVISION FILES CONCERNING MARTIN LUT!{EROKING AND ORGANIZATIONAL .
FILE CAPTIONED "COMINFIL OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE,* (SCLC), TOGETHER WITH THE BASIS AND AUTHORITY FOR
OPENING SUCH FILES.

§SC STAFF PERSONNEL HAVE ADVISED THE ABOVE REQUEST REFERS
NOT ONLY TO COMMUNICATIONS WHICH INITIATED ACTIVE INVESTIGA-
TION OF KING AND THE SCLC, BUT SHOULD INCLUDE SUCH ITEMS,
WHETHER THEY BE OFFICE MEMORANDA OR OTHER MATERIALS (I.E.,

PEN:adn/tdp

) SEE NOTE PAGE TWO
3/ 100-106670 (KTNG i) -

1 - 100-438794 iscx,c; DUPLIC - /f) /) (00 =70

LUALM GOt N Y s 1501175 3OT RECORDED

L INFORMATION CO 48 JUL 311475
RFIN IS [INQI AQQL:?:LNNED — —~——a—



PAGE TWO .

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS) WHICH FORMED THE BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING
THESE FILES PRIOR TO THE TIME ACTIVE INVESTIGATION WAS
INITIATED.

ATLANTA DIVISION PROMPTLY REVIEW ABOVE MATTERS AND
FURNISH FBIHQ WITH THREE CLEAR XEROXES OF ITEMS WHICH ARE

Sy,

T ——gr
\! P
' .

v{
3
e
g
tn

eT t e DPENITRROE Ipoe THMEWMG AT nD “ﬂ
AV AWV AR OUw o ROwUVEsdd e ALAENOE ALEANS WIS

XFROXED AS THEY APPEAR IN YOUR FILES. ANY EXCISIONS OF
DATA APPEARING THEREIN WILL BE HANDLED BY FBIHQ PRIOR TO
THE TIME THESE MATERIALS ARE MADE AVAILABLE T0 THE SSC.

IT WILL NOT BE NECESSARY TO FURNISH HEADQUARTERS WITH
COPIES OF ANY INSTRUCTIONS RELATIVE TO INSTITUTING ACTIVE
INVESTIGATION IN THESE CASES WHICH EMANATED FROM FBIHQ.

M L 3

M.
i

i
3

A

B
[ I

1
Ty

I .
KT

g WHERE SUCH IS THE CASE A SIMPLE STATEMENT TO THAT EFFECT
-t

E SHOULD BE MADE AND THE DATE AND CAPTION OF THE HEADQUARTERS
= COMMUNICATION SHOULD BE FURNISHED.

k£~ *j EXPEDITE AND SUBMIT BY COVER AIRTEL IN ABOVE CAPTION

%E N BY CLOSE OF BUSINESS 7/31/75.

; 4 NOTE:

Teletype being directed to the AT Division to obtain
information which is responsive to a request by the Senate

Select Committee. Bureau deadline deemed necessary in view
of request by this Committee.
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UNITED STATES "b'{’ﬁ:RNMENT Asscc. D,
2 x ¥ ]l - _M_I-I-'e Je B. Ad&lﬂS :::tz\@__
Memorandum 1 - Mr. W. R, Warmall e om
1l - Mr. D. Byan ::r ——
. Mr. W. R, Wannall paTE:  7/18/75 Fron & Com
Gan, Inv,
1 - Mr. J. G. Deegan o
g i FROM : J, G. Deegan:\(;/p ) 1 - Mr. H. A, Newgan :RW
g__é é - LL::ul 'C:n_
#  suyecT: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. froc e
TQT::::::R.._
Dirsctor Sec'y

o During a conference on 7/16/75 between the Assistant
- Attorney General, J. Stanley Pottinger, and his staff and the
Director of the FBI and his staff, a question arose concerning
Martin Luther King's alleged moving from one hotel or motel to
anoﬁgﬁiﬁgotel or motel in Memphis, Tennessee, prior to his murder
on N

Attached is a letterhead memorandum (LHM) setting forth
an inguiry including a review of all appropriate Bureau files
regarding a proposal made in memorandum G. C. Moore to Mr. W, C.
Sullivan dated 3/29/68 in connection with the counterintelligence
program wherein it was recommended that information be made
available to a cooperative news media source showing King to be
Vi a hypocrite. This was to be based on the fact that when violence
i broke out during a march led by King in Memphis, Tennessee, on
’ 3/28/68, he disappeared. There was a first class Negro hotel
i in Memphis, the Hotel Lorraine, but King chose to hide out in j;;
(: a white owned and operated Holiday Inn Motel (also known as the ==

3

Rivermont Motel). The LHM will reflect and document the fact
that although a notation appears on the memorandum that it was b=

"handled" thereis no information available to reflect tha

was ever actually given to a cooperative news source.

* (retired), who placed the notation "handle

document, absolutely has no recollection of this matter nor can

he state whether or not the information was dissemina %g.fq ;;ﬁ?
/06 0

U2 g -
The time elements as documented fgtgiis LHM would

preclude the proposal contained in the 3/29/68 memorandum of
having any affect upon King's choice of a mofel™Imwhich Lo reside.

|

ONTAINED

UNCLASSIFIED

RECOMMENDATION: BEJUL 29 1975

That the attached LHM along with attachments.be.. ﬁdd%{@A
AR

disseminated to the Department. sf’
4
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ALL INFORMATION CONTNNFJ) 1 - J. B. Adams
" CHEREINISUNCLASSIFIED 1 - ¥. B Wannal)
: Recgy MTE;-’__J:_‘L'!_L_UY%%—’EDJ!-— 1 - J. G, Deegan

Z;'V/'//é§zp //29<§;(::‘;2k)~———_:3f?2; — July 18, 1975

IR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. » — H- A. Newman

R The follow information 1s submitted regarding the
K background leading up the proposed action recormended in
: menorandim G, C. Moore to Mr, W, C, Sullivan dated March 29
oo 1968, ecaptioned "Counterintelligence Progran Black Nationaiist-
o Hate Groups, Racial Intelligence, (Martin Luther
(copy attached)

; This memorandum recormended that information be

= furnished to a cooperative news media source by the Crime
;-373 Records Division of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
=73 showing King as a hypoerite. Thlis was to be based on the fact

S that when violence-broke out during a march led by King in
R Memphis, Tennessee, on March 28, 1968, he disappeared. There
— was a flrst class Negro hotel in Memphis, the fotel Lorraine,
PR but King chose to hide out in a white owned and operated
Holiday Inn Kotel (also known as the Rivermont Motel). _ _ . .

g A notation on the above referred to memoran -

| bi(e) 1indicated that th ormendation was "handled" on April 3,

o 1968, by of the Crime Records Divigion.
0 (see notation on memorandum dated March 29, 1968, attached)
\Q;_’ By way of background it should be noted that at about

6 p.m, on April %, 1968, vhile standing on second flcor baleony
, |~ outside room 306 of the Hotel Lorraine, Hemphis, Terméssea,
L @@ King was shot and killed.

memnn:l.s te;ety‘pe dated Apl‘ll. dg L‘;)OO, ren.ects that
: King and other Southern Christian leadership Conference (SCLC)
e 7 ... Officlals were due to arrive in Memphis at 10115 a.m. on
o At Anril 3, 1968, via EBastern Airlines from Atlanta, (copy of
~§  oeavie. Memphis teletypa dated April 2, 1968, attached) -

Asst, Dir.:
Admin.

¥
,] — ' After King's death, an intéryiew with Reverend Ralph
g

ex. anes _David Abernathy, a close assoclate of King, reflected that he _
tlet = and King reglistered into the Hotel Lorraine in Hemph{ﬁs N

Gen. Imv.
Went,

\ O L
fnapection c L }P 'ur N A ‘, (
::::.;,—"HAN cahq }B) tﬂ(\ *:#p /y % - SEE NOTE PAGE 3 \A - -~
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! Dr, Martin ILuther King, Jr.

Tennestee, at about 10:30 a.m. on April 3, 1968, (Information
contained in report of SA Joe C. Hester dated April 17, 1568,
Memphis, czotionsd "UNSUB, aka, Eric Starvo Calt, et al., Civil
Rights" page 48. See attached FD-302 reflecting interview with

Reverend Rzlph David Abernathy). '

For further background regarding the basis of this
proposal Atlanta teletype dated March 28, 1968, captioned
¥Martin ILuther Rlng, Jr., BM=-C" wlith second captlon “Sanitation
Workers Strike, Memphls, Yemnessee, Raclal Matters™ reflects
that on March 58, 1868, Xing and oéher 8CLC geople were in '
room 801, Holiday Inn, Memphis, Tennessee, at 4130 p.m. (copy
of Atlanta teletype attached) .

A Memphis teletype dated March 29, 1968, eaptioned
"Eanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Tennessee, Racial Matters"
reflects that King participated in the march of sanitstion
workers on March 28, 1968, When viclence srupted ineluding
the break of windows and looting by the marchers, Xing and
a few assoclates ran to a nearby car and left the march
proceeding to Riverriont Motel where they remained through the
afternoon and evening. (ecopy of Memphis taletype attached)

On July 17, 197%” arter b7(9
having had all the facts set out above reviewed w him

including the fact his notation of "handled" appeared on the
March 29, 19685, metorandum, advised that he has absolutely no
Jrccollacgion of this memorandum and ¢an unhesitantly state .
that he cannot now-:recall whether or not proposed information
(was ever dlsseminated to any news media source, He indicated
&that his notation "handled" would not pecessarlly mean that
%hg did disseminate this information. In explaining this he
A gtated that the notation could mean that he was merely clearing
- this document through Crime Records Divisian and at this late
S date there would be absolutely no way that he could make any
Sl poaitive statements as to whether or not the information
recormended wvas ever disseninated to a news medla souroe.

AT YA Ay .
i o )
E O R T |
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i
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' From the above recorded seguenca of evants as
roflected in various communications identifiedjAbove, 1t 48 - °

- evident that King returned to Memphis, Tentiessce, from Atlanta
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

on April 3, 1968, and chacked into the Hotel Lorraine at
approximately 10t30 a.m, The notation indicating that the
proposed furnishing of information to the news media was
"handled" on April 3, 1968, would, eof course, preclu’s any
such information from appearing in the press prior to King's
checking into the Hotel Iorraine at approximately 10:30 a.m.
on April 33 1.968-_- _ . — :

A review of appropriate files maintained at ¥FBIX
Headquarters fails to reflect any newspaper article which
could have been an outgrowth of the proposed recormendation

mneihalmad fwm dlra M £ Wamon metunamca e devem dha W LT ” [T B I ey
UL LIIOU I LG U Wwe AUUIMY HICHUIAIIUUW WV TiXe W Ve PWLLLVAGIL

dated March 29, 1968,

A review of the "Memphis Commercial Appeal® for the
yperiod March 28 to April 4, 1968, maintained on microfilm in
Jthe Library of Congress falled to reflesct any article which

would appear to be an outgrowth of the proposed recormendation
contained in G, C. Moore memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan
dated March 29, 1968. References were noted indicating that

\{\ ine hald a nraasa sonfearonca at¥ tha Hnalddavy Trm Rivarmant

Motel on March 29, 1568.
Enclosurss (5)

NOTE:

See memorandum J. G. Deegan to Mr. W. R, Wannall,
dated 7/18/75, captioned as above, prepared by HAN/cah.
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DATE: March 29, 1968
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Trotter

ALL INFGRIMATION CONTAINED o b

Hnlmqs ———

DATE 2- do¢1 BY.G? Pfusln (A= cue,
o 7 %

(MARTIN LUTHER KING)

PURPOSE:

To publicize hypocrisy on the part of Martin Luther
xingo
BACKGROUND:

Martin Luther King has urged Negroes in Memphis,

[
Tennessee, to boycott white merchants in order to force

<conmpliance with Negro demands in the sanitation workers'
strike 1ln Memphis,

-

= ¥hen violence broke out during the march King led

in Memphis on 3-28-68, King disappeared, There is a first
class Negro hotel in Memphis, the Hotel Lorraine, but King
chose to hide out at the white owned and operated Holiday Inn

Motel.

- RECOMMENDATION:

The above facts have been included in the attached

blind memorandum and it is recommended it be furnished a
cooperative news media source by the Crime Records Division
or an item showing King is a hypocrite., This will be done on
a highly confidential basis.

Enclosure ‘/,, R
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DO AS I SAY, NOT AS I DO
;

Martin Luther King,' during the sanitation workers®
strike in Memphis, Tennessee, has urged Negroes to boycott
downtown white merchants to achieve Negro demands, On 3-29-68
King led a march for the sanitation workers., Like Judas leading

lambs. to slaughter King led the marchers to violence, and when
the violence broke out, King disappesred.

Mhea Fidrma WTadal -~ - mnﬁ" [ .7, ]
AMY JMidUT UWVETL 4V e -

< P =

S (=] 1] - -
patronized exclusively by Negroes but K g didn't go there
i from his hasty exit. Instead King decided the plush Holiday
o - Inn Motel, white owned, operated and almost exclusively white
patronized, was the place to "cool it." There will be no
boycott of white merchants for King, only for his followers,
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FBT WASH DC
FB1 MEMPUIS "_i:- : :
430P#-URGENT 4-2-68 SAB ’ ; LT
O IRECTOR { — —
. FROM MEMPHIS 1571052 37 _ _ 'A ~
b e VY
Clal Pivtis TSyl
sn.mrarlom WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHIS, TENN., -+ ca2 O {
. : / N 1
ON APRILL 'nm NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, LT. E. H. ARKIN, MEMPHIS
- rz'/,"- L= cm //Jé‘f/é' \
' PP, TuSPECTIONAL BUREAV, ADVISED THAT THE FUNERAL OF LARRY PAYNE MO

L SEVENTEEN YEAR OLD NEGRO WHO WAS SKOT BY MEMPHIS PD OFFICER ‘_,,_,,"‘,‘,‘:.’-J

AFTER STORE LOOTTNG GROWING OUT OF MARCH TWENTY EIGHT RACIAL ‘Qf’"dg
" DISTURBANCE, MEMPHIS, WAS MELD, WITHOUT INCIDENT, AT CLAYBORN i/ -X 1

- TEMPLE , MEMPHIS. ABOUT FIVE MUNDRED IN ATTENDANCE DESPITE FACT N /
“ 5 CHURCH CAN SEAT TWENTY FIVE HUNDRED. BODY INTERRED IMNEDIATELY ipi‘;//
: . AFTER FUNERAL. ARKIN ADVISED THAT ANGTHER SANITATION . '
. | WORKERS SYMPATHY MARCH 1S CHEDULED FOR DOWNTOWN MEMPHIS AFTERNOON

U or APRIL TWo. /97~ L6670

NOT RECORDYD .
i EASTERN AIRLIHES ADVISED ON APRIL TWO THfgR BEV.gMABIIN LUTHER
!

~KING, JR., AND SOYTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) AIDES
"RALFH D. ABERNATH‘{ BERNARD LEE, AND ANDREW M. YOUNG DUE T0 ARRIVE
i nwms TEH FIFTE.{.‘}N AM., APRIL THREE FROM ATLANTA. T

END PAGE ONE _‘:‘7: ;_) \Eﬂ fj 4 s APR \1953
IR S S5 AL INFORATION CONTAINED o
Cen ST TTon il Whlte HQUSQ ‘ IFIE - /';, -7
¥ faeluded - 1TTER 0 Y~3 g-6%  HEREINIS UNCLASS

an Generalo _ pate J . r} f
¢ and geronicy G DATEQ..9d & BY.S wxs
A K - i C:» 17270 57 (. ‘7
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_ON APRIL TWO A SQURCE ADVISED THAT AT A PRESS CONFERENCE AT
“OPERATION

I

CLAYBOAN TEMPLE, APRIL TWO, REV. JESSE JACKSON OF SCLC'S

Eﬁtﬂu BASKET," REV. S. B. KYLES OF METROPOLITAN BAP

NENPHIS , ANR REV. EDWARD L. BROWN, MT. PISGAH CME CHURCH, ADVISED
THAT WITH SCLC PERSONNEL IN MEMPHIS THAT NIGHTLY MASS STRIKE
SUPPORT MEETINGS WILL BE RESUMED, THE FIRST AT MASON TEMPLE ON

tenge

" NIGHT OF APﬂIL.THREE WITHK KING AS FEATURED SPEAKER. THEY SAID
MASS MARCH VILL BE HELD FRIDAY, APRIL FIVE, AND THAT THEY WILL

HAVE SCHOOL CHILDREN FARTICIFATE SIWN CE UARCKING WITH TMARTIN LUTHER

K[#G, JR., THE GAEATEST LIVING AMERICAN,”  WOULD BE MORE EDUCATIONAL

THAN BEING IN SCHOOL. WHEN ASXED BY PRESS IF KING WOULD PERSONALLY

.

TR T e [T n e
PV 6 S-Sl T

MARCH, JRCKSON SAID KING MIGHT NOT MARCH. HE DID NOT ELABORATE.
WHEW ASKED IF SCLC GAOUP WOULD VIOLATE A POSSIBLE INJUNCTION
Acéxusrfrﬂﬁln MARCHING, JACKSON SAID “THE WHITE MAN HAS ALREADY
:ﬁQOINED THE BLACK MAN TO THE GKETTO AND THE WHITE MAN DOESN ‘T

1

' NEED TO VALGATE‘IT BY SENDINE S A PIECE OF PAPER.” KYLES SAID THE
PﬂcaLG FACING MEMPHIS IS NOT MILITANT BLACK YOUTK BUT IS _

, “RHITE RACESM.” JACKSON DESCRIBED OPERATION BREAD BASKET AS MASS3IVE
END PRGE TWO

v e 1 S 1
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Bk ':.#'. &‘.. ' cr o .- !
PLTIoTIIEI ) € R
BRIVE To PORCE ALL GROCERS IN NESRO ARER T0 CEASE SELLING MART'S
'BREAD , WONDER BREAD, COCA € ;e;e, aND SEALTEST DAIRY PRODUCTS

T HIRE SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF NEGROES.
ARKIN ADVISED THAT MEMPH]S eITY OFFICIALS ARE
ING ANY MASS MARCH
VHICH A MARCH

as TuESE FIRMS DO WOT
wo LT..

ALl A

~_co&sxoinluc SEEKING A COURT INJUNCTION PROHIBIT
ING OR AN IHJUNCTION SPECIFYING CONDITIOHS UNDER

LED BY KIN
CoULD TAKE PLACE AND ALSO CONSIDERINE RESUMPTION OF A CURFEW AND

" PLACING STRIKE SUPPORT LEADE

XS UNDER A PEACE AND FINANCIAL

RESPGNSIFILITY BOND.

g?f' © ARKIN ADVISED THAT REMAINDER OF TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD,

;15 . KITH EXCEPTION OF ONE BATTERY CONSISTING OF TWo HUNDRED AND BINETY
f;f THREE OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE MEMPHIS GUARD UNTT. HAVE LEFT MEMPHIS.
: SIXTY SANITATION WORKERS AND SYMPATHIZERS

AT THREE ZERO FIVE PM, SIX
MPLE CARRYING PLACARDS FOLLOWING THEIR USUAL

. DEPARTED CLAYBORN TE
STREET NGRTH ON MAIN 10 CITY HALL. NO

_INCIDENTS REPORTED.

CNEn0
o SoLLiuI.  P. END,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
i

/;7 Ly 2 /4>’ ey ﬂlw‘ - _April 8, 1968

"

_Reverezd RALPE 1 DAVID)&EFRYAIHY _€39 L2 Verne Drive, N, W,,
Atlanta, Geor 13, was interviewad e the Memphis Police Department
—Et 107 05 D.m, Anril 4. 1963, Reverend ABERNATHY was advised of
P the Agent's identity and of the mature of the matter under investiga-
T tion. : |

i

Reverend ABERNATHY, who described himself as Vice President
atl Large and Treasurer of tLhe Southern Ciristian Leadership
Conference, stated he was Dr. MARTIN LUTEER KING, JR.'s closest
associate and stated that ke and Dr., XiXG always shared a room —
whensver they travelled together. He stated that at about 10:30 a.m..
on April 3, 1968, he and Dr. KING registered at the Lorraine Motel,
Mephis, Tennessee,

A2

o Reverend ABFRNATHY stated that on April 4, 1968, he and Dr.
= KING did not leave the motel ard spent most of the day in their

- - N HNAINE rhial <4~ ‘--q.bﬁa-l —~ +|-A eanena‘ -"Innﬂ A‘P +|-|n mn'l"ﬂ'l

& Varesy - -y T e el = A} B T = N S R R kT

He stated that he and Dr. KING kad been gone from their room for
approximately oze hour or less when they returned to the room at
about §:30 p.m. He said they got dressed as they were going to
dinner at the home of Reverend BILLY KYLE and that at almost exactly
6 p.m, they started to leave the room. Reverend ABERNATHY stopped
[ for a mozent and Dr. KING walked out onto the balcony just outside
C the door to his room. Reverend AEERNATEY was still inside the

-
.I ‘P .

o

motel room hut could hegr Dr. KiX3 discussing the dinner engagement
with other 2ssociaies wio Reverard ASERNATHY believes were standing
in thp parking area of the rmotel urncderzesth and to the front of the
balcony on which Dr. KING was etanding.

i Revererd AEERNATHY stated he heard what sounded like a fire-
; Cracker and thef heard the screims of persons 1o whom Dr. KING had
been talking. Revererd AEERNATEY want then to the balcony and dis-
; covered Dr. KiNG lying there wouvnded in the right side of the face
' ~and neck. He said ke believed Dr. KIXZ attempted to speak to him
'i but was unable to do so. Reverend ABEENATEY said he imnztructed
X someone to call an ambulance and tksn accompanied Dr. KING in the
ambulance to the hospital where Dr. KING subsequently died.

-
g i
t

418

o 0n _4/4/68 o Menphis, Tenpassee File # _Memphis 44-1987

S - ==

{3 1

by SA JOE C, FESTIR: bn Date dictated 4/8/68

i ° 'This document contains neither recommendstions nor conclusions of the FBIL. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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Reverend AEERNATHY stated that judging from the sound
of the noise it appeared that the shot came from directly in
front of the door aznd not from any great distance. He stated
bhe did not observe srything that would indicate who fired the
shot. Reverend ABERNATEY s&lso stzted that while they were in
the motel room Dr, KING did not, to his knowledge, receive any

telephone calls of 2 threatening mature or calls freom persons
who would not identify themselves, Reverend ABERNATHY said
Dr., KING had not fezred that any particular persons might
harm him and Reverend ABERNATEY wzs unable to suggest any
suspects or to provide any othezr information which might

assist in identifying Dr., KING's killer.

49
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T;/”’"""“"' " ALLINFORMATION CONTAINEDA
OM MEMPHIS (157-1094>  HERFIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE 2. 20:#1 BYSP¥) o 1ud. ':"__~..-=-..;=_~._-.~.
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Go74 , =
SANITATION WORKERS STRIXE, NEMPHIS, TE\VEQSLE, ¥ ﬁaﬁb""ﬂ““';}y’
| LQ ,’gln,d}
J:_i‘ Y* iy
;;Qjakj " RE MEMPHIS TELS, MARCH TWENTY FIGHT, NWINETEEY SIXT EIGHT. Ei-,nﬂzi
IR N | PO s v T EETASARE AT AE FASAL SLTUTYV TTIRHT ACTIUITIRG IL ! KoL e
@Eﬁj%i; FOLLOWIlG IS SUNMAR?.Or WARCH TUENTY EIGHT ACTIVITIES; :,;7/ N
é* S OW MARCH TWENTY EIGHT, LTe E. He ARKIN, INSPECTIOWAL BURTAU,
2 '
T MFMPHYS PNVL.TCFE DEPT.. ADVISED THAT THE MASS MARCH TO BE LED BY
REV. NARTI# LUTHZR KI¥G, JR., IN SUPPORT OF SANITATION uoRKqu
STARTED AT AROUND ELEVEN AM CST WITH ESTIMATED FIVE 1931x //42’//90

¢ = THOUSAND WORKERS, MANY OF WHOM VERE NEGRO TEENAGERS. MARCK é3¥ .
Z}Ef STARTEL AT CLAYSORN TEMPLE, LOCATED HEART OF NEGRO AREA, AND (V4#¥7%7 7
" KING JOINED MARCH AFTER IT PROGRESSED ONE BLOCK., HE WALKED WITH
MARCHERS TO VICINITY BIZALE AND MAIN STREETS, MADE NO SPEECHES

(!l
o——

. _| |PRIOR TO MARCH, MADE NG XNOWN UTTERANCES DURING MARCH, AND™RY™ ~\/
- % Ré* w
£ JTIME EE REACHED ABOVE POINT RF ?Q IT BREAXING OF STORE WINDOUWS ™
£t '.':"" -
izj AND LOSTING UaS BhIkG PLRPEIQAT73 BV (ARCHERS, WHERZUPON KING
S ARD A FZV 'SSOCIATES RAN TO A NLAQBY CAR AND LErT MARCH, PROCEEDZ2
: TO RIVIZNCIT MOTEL UP~RE THEY P::ATR:D T”RDU’H AFTZRNOON AND ]
‘v v F" o ' "__ -
V{00 iy POLICL HAD BROXZN UP CROWD, BEING FORCED TO USE /f'pj

-

VAP - "f/,'\, )
J EP0RADIC 'OnTI”C YAS CONTINUED THROUGH AFTERNGON ;;'L,!

I. 2 Vohdpay o LA _-_'...... mamntt T
. .\u- U+ v

{ ._-:.}...uu-:. L3 OLCUNET WO nllawT il 2
/CC' e / Date i 4l i 3 RF(‘ORDED o Lamt

& Attorzsy General.
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PAGE TWO ./

" "AND EVENING, PRIMARILY CONFINED TO SOUTH CERTRAL pREAFﬁ?EMPHIS,
E:izla PREDOMINANTLY NEGRC AREA, ﬁgmaav TARGET OF LOOTERS BEING
: lLIQU@%ﬁ?ost AND SMALL GRCCERIES.
b TENNESSTE STATE LEGISLATURE TODAY PASSED CURFEW BILL, WHICK
= uas 1wvexEchy WENPHIS MAYOR HERRY LOEB, EFFECTIVE SEVEW PM,
t " YAND THIR:Y FTVE KUNDRED TENWESSEE WATIONAL GUARDSMEN FROM NEWPHIS

- -
-
Poaitm
- am

AMTEMTILE )

AND WEST TEUNESSEE ARE CURRERTLY OF DUTY IN MINPRIS OPERM

(&)
tel
(3] ]

>
1)

”

TACTICAL UN1TS, BEING ACCONMPANIZD “% THEIR PATROLS BY REPRESENTATIVES

&_ iOF MEMPAIS PD.

% 11 G

:‘i. SFHEDULED ¥ASS RALLY TO FEATURE KCIZW NIGHT OF MARCH TWENTY
Fﬁ% EIGHT‘CANCELED. AT TWELVE MIDNIGHT, ¥ARCH TWENTY EIGHT, THREE

; ‘HUNDRED:ARRESTS,PRIMARILY RELATING TO LOOTING AND CURFEW VIOLATIbNS
l HAVE BEZN MADE BY POLICE DEPT. FOUR INDIVIDUALS

UAVE SIEN SHOT, OWE OF THESE, A SIXTEEHW YEAR OLD BOY, WAS KILLED

IV ACT OF LOOTING A STORE. THREE OTHERS WERE SHOT, TWO BY

POLICE OFFICERS AMND CNE B{ A STGREKEEPER WHILE LOOTING, NONE

iSERIOUSLY INJURED.
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AGE THREE
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TLINES ADVISED v

: EASTER®
. BERﬂAQbQFEQJ 31LED TO LEAVE HEFPH: S
‘NINE EIGHT, NINE ZERO FIVI CET, Bus

. NCTL

THIS ALSO CA3

TusT K36y
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AR i e s e 5

\ I’I lf
R&LPP\ADVRNATHY, AKD

]
oN EASTERN, FLﬁGHT THREE
\

10 aQRIVE pTLANTA ELEVEM
e ®ING'S AND LEE g FLIGHT

{ Y .ZERO THRIE P EST.
;. | Frow ATLART s1x TWENTY At WARCH ~wENTY NINE DUE 10
;5?‘ ARRIVE BALTINCRE SEVER FORTY TWO Alte [NGPECTOR- Go Po TINESs
Efﬁ WEWPHIS PD, ADVISED KI¥G BLANNING TO STAY IN WEMPHIS AT
Ei: CIVERMOWT KOTEL <ONIGHT, FUTURE oy ans URKNOWY AT PRESENT
T | TIME. P. |
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Date of Mail 6/13/75

Has been removed and placed in the Special File Room of Records Section.

s
: J See File 66-2554-7530 for authority.

Subject JUNE MAIL MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

YT T N Y P
emdaianan

Permanent Serial Charge Out

: Removed By wQ JUN 301975
!
- /
% File Number 100-106670-
I'L |
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Newark, New Jersey 07104
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This will acknowledge your Freedom of Information
Act request dated May 30th.

In response to your request, please be advised that
in order to preserve the privacy of all individuals that may
be the subject of similar inquiries, it has been necessary for
the FBI to maintain the practice of not indicating whether we
do or do not have information in our files pertaining to the
subject of your inquiry. Concerning your request, the heirs of

Dr. Martin Luther RKing, Jr., hold his right to privacy as well
as their own.

In the event you are able to obtain notarized
authorization from Dr. King's heirs directing us to release to
you any information our files may contain concerning him, we
shall thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly.

€ince we have not conducted a sezrch of our files,

please do not infer that we do or do not have the information
you requested.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 7

Asanc. Dir, ______

oo he - JUNTE1975 C. M. Kelley
Asst. Dir.: B Clarence M. Kelley

Amin b Director

wmp. Syut.

Ext. AHwirn ___

risscen. 1l = Tha Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure (;}ro Géib
Gan. tov. Attention: Susan M. Hauser .
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
JULY 1873 EDNTION
GEA FPUR (41 CFR) 101118

r » UNITED STAT®S GO cRNMENT

MemoranCum - Q

_ DTN TS
FOIA UNIT FBI DATE: June 4, 1975
.11 !
Sus an M. Haus ‘
: FROM Staff Assistant he . )
, Deputy Attornef General , : , [37@,)
’ A ———
; SUBJECT: FREEDCM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST - —

Enclosed herewith is a request under the Freedom of
Information Act, 5 U.S5.C. 552, for access to copies of all

: reports relating to the sex life of the late Rev., Martin Luther
) King, Jr.

Pursuant to 28 CFR §16.5 which took effect on February
19, 1975, the responsible division shall, within ten working
days, either comply with or deny a request for records unless .

unusual circumstances warrant an extension of time. - -

arba -\AAiHnn-_\‘ +ivn
Lidl

Tem Amc s v - - tomo e
1l CAasSes wilere a =AW

, eXtensions
shall be granted by the head of the division in increments
of five days or less. The requester should be notified of
the reasons for the time extension and the date cn which

a determinationn is avnartasd
Tk e ok Abdh b bk bk A E B ‘\HU\'E\-\.I

If the request is denied, the requester should be in-
formed by the head of the responsible division of 1} the

exemption {s) authorizing the withholding of the records,

D ve bt A ividesy visie PV AbAdiiisinansaty A A

2)how the exemption applies to the record withheld and,
; where relevant, a brief explanation of why discretionary
t release is not appropriate, 3)the name and title of the

person (s} responsible for the denial, and 4)his right of

N administrative appeal within 30 days to the Attorney
;J General and the avatlability of judicial review there~

after.

Coples of all acknoyvledgements . extension notices,
and responses should be forwarded to my office, Room 4212,

i

»

y o) (- & 7 - 3'7(;#

Buyy U.S. Savings Bonds Regultarky ‘an the Payroll Savings Plan
ENCLUSLRE .
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May 30, 1975

Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, DC 20530

Re: Preedom of Information Act,.
Sir: '

Pursuant to the Preedom of Information Act (as
emended ), please supply me with coples of all repdyts
about the mex life of ihe late Rev, Martin ITuthe

ng
%;I. Since Rev, King ig dead, there is no invasioﬁ“sr’hia
vac

Y e
Sincernly yours, £)7(C’%

e—
ALL INFCR:IATICN CONTAINED £
HEREIN IS Li{CLASSIEED
DATEQ.2241 BYSP+)lm tu_
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June 3, 1975
AIRMAIL

- St —y0 T 2 ——giﬂ U&/

_  ALL INFCRIAATICH CONTAINED
- HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFILD
1(¢)  vear (NN ~ DATE2..2¢ £ BY SPe) @i il

Your recent letter, with enclosure, was received
on May 19th.

In response to your recuest for data in our files
concerning Dr. Martin Luther King, please be advised that in
order to preserve the privacy of all individuals who may be
the subject of similar requests, it has been necessary for
the FBI tO0 maintain the practice of not indicating whether we
do or do not have information in our files pertaining to a

particular individual. The revelation that a name does or
does not appear in an investlgatory file could interfere with
the ability of the FBI to carry out its investigative functions
by possibly indicating the nature of an investigation or the
naneg of the informants or subjects.

~-FBl

For your information in the event you are able to
btain a notarized authorization letter from Dr. King's widow

MAILED 7
JUNS 1975

ranting her approval to release any information we might be
le to furnish you regarding her late husband, a search of
our central records will then be conducted. Submission of
this letter should not be interpreted as a guarantee that
you will be furnished all of the material, if any, you
Aue. 0v. ——requested; however, upon receipt of this document, your request
O o ew Will be hand'ed under the provisions of the Freedom of Infor-
s bu:  mation Act, Title 5, United States Code, Section 552.

Adwmin.

i:ﬁ:ﬁ::l - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure

Files § Com. — Attention: Susan M. Hauser
Gan. v, . LT

“::";‘l“::_llk :mg (5), i\io;'I'E NEXT PAGE A
:ull._._—— J\l?l/ ,/ (\\’/ e v C»(Y. ¥
e d b o~ Y
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T

With respect to your request to meet with FBI
officials who played a part in the civil rights movement to
obtain their views and corments in this regard, I regret that
this will not be possible in view of the confidential nature
of our investigations and the pressure of official business.

Sincerely yours,

Q. M. Kelley

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Last
paragraph of reply coordinated with SAhof the
General Investigative Division.

b7(¢)
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Q‘. May 15,

197 5

b1(v)

France
to:
The Honorable Clarence Kelley
Director,
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D.C.
Sir,

I am an Assistant-Professor with the Université
de Paris III - Sorbonne Nouvelle. Over the past years, I have been
engaged in research on the late Dr Martin Luther King, working to-
wards a French "Thése de Doctorat d'Etat". Thanks to the assistance
of the American Council of Learned Soclieties, I shall spend the
Summer in the United States, pursueing my research.

It is my understanding that the recent "Freedom
of Information Act""has made some of the.F.B.I. files accessible to .
scholars for research purposes. I would therefore be most thankful /
if you could allow me to peruse the files the Bureau has on Dr King,, ~
I would also mery much like to mee} with F.B.I. officials who had .

to play a part in the Civil Rights Mowement, in order to have their
views and comments on what happened.

As proof of my quality, I enclose a photostat of
the A.C.L.S. letter notifying me of their grant. I shall be at your
disposal for further information, if necessary,

Would you kindly sent the reply to my home address
at your early convenience.

Yours since

L

ot )
(:/Jj{ |V S ——

‘}“*l{' :| mi\.oﬁ‘“ REG'“ / Ool-/ o éé 70 *"6'_4()94
.- ,

[ :!01
\
B MAY-1D 1975 L"f

- m—— o
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Honorable Stuart Symington
United States Senatﬁ

B i .
£

Dear Senator Sy:ington:

I have received Yyour ccommurication of May 19th,

with eunclosuro, regarding information in our files con-
cerning the late Dr. Martin Lather King, Jr.

your request, it i{s ocur position

With regars to

oot to comment to third

Parties regardiing any records we mry have, as to do 80 would

SR AN constitute an unwarranted invasion of the personal privacy
;?; of Dr. King's heirs. |
“-3 q‘;‘ 8incerely ycurs,
;Fflg / | o Lo M. Kelley :
; . : Clarence M. Kalley
/ S Dirsctor
f 1 ~ Ransas City - Enclosures (2)

1l - st. Louig - Enclosures (2)
1l - Legal Analysis Office ~ Enclosures (2)

‘- Assoc, Dir. _____ . P
o abme— NOTE: Constituent is anonymous. Response coordinated )
Assr, Die.: 1th Division 11, POIA uUnit. - A
Admin,
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Agsoc, Dir.

Dep. AD Adm, __
Vv Dep. AD Inv. __

Asxzt, Dir.: /
—_— Admin.

/ Comp. Syst

Ext. Affoi

Files & Com/ L
Gen, Inv,
May 19, 1975 ident.
Ins pection
Intell.

VBlnifed Hiafes Denatle Laborotery

‘ Legel Coun. ___
We would apprecilate any comment you would care to make ony Plon, & Eval, ___

the attached letter which is representative of several Spec. Inv.

we havggieceived about alleged FBI records on Dr. Martint Training
“

Luther ng, qr. ! Telephone Rm. __

Director Sec'y .

L
Lasi

-

~a
3

Respectfully referred to

Mr. Clarence Kelley, Director '

; j Federal Bureau of Investigation
| Washington, D.C.

dXd

for such consideration as the communication

herewith submitted may warrant, and for & report

1
&nﬁﬁ thereon, in duplicate
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Senator Stuart Symington
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

I am shocked by the resolution of the Senate toc honor Martin
Luther King, and make a National Holiday of his birthday. The
FBI records show that Mr. King was a professional agitator who
deliberately increased racial strife injuring both negroes and
white people. He used known Communist agents as his closest
advisors, including his secretary, Bayard Rustin (an identified

Communist), and he raised large amounts of money for the Communist
Party.

I oppose this proposal and would like to know what stand you have
taken on*it. Thank you.
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TO : Mr. Jenkins DATE:  3/7/75

FROM : p, W, M ~Jr.

chamtm
Plan. & Eval,

Spec. Inv,
SUBJECT: NTCK 'HORRQCK, REPORTER T.ufan,%
NEWY( TIMES, WASHINGTON, D. C. i, Coun.

el 4 / ﬂ\m Rm
hﬂ"TﬂR‘I (‘ﬁ\Tﬂ:‘D\TT\T!" T

MARTEN LUTHER KING \ ; m@
Nick Horrock, reporter, "New York Times",

. Washington, D. C., contacted my office this date to ,,

gﬁj : advide that the "New- York Times' would publish a story *EE(G\

D ) about Martin Luthe ing and the Bureau's COINTELPRO in

== I their Tunday paper—3/9/75.

=
(M)
I-r
it
D
-3
lr
(=
]
+

S hat they had i . in the ‘
3 fall of 1963, the Bureau had a national securlty ‘electronic '
i surveillance approved by President Kennedy on Martin Luther ™~
3 King's room at the Willard Hotel in Washington, D. C., and \'
that this electronic surveillance produced information of an 4
umuarra551ng nature concerning King. He further advised that

in the fall of 1964, Xing was critical of former Director .
J. Edgar Hoover for having too many southemAgents in the

south investigating civil rights cases and this criticism

upset Hoover. He said Hoover had the Bureau Laboratory make <~

a copy of the above tape on King in a way that it could not ,ﬁ?r '
be traced and that Hoover sent a Division 5 Agent to Tampa, e
Florida, with this tape in an unmarked package and that the
Agent mailed this tape from Tampa, Florida, to Mrs. King in
Atla!‘ta, ch;.g.:.a. He advised that the "Tifﬁes" has SpOkEi‘i to
Mrs. King and she acknowledged receiving this tape.

He advised that thev had
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& Horrock stated that one of the Department of Justice
f? sources has claimed that this information is contained in
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wHenry Peterson's report on COINTEL. He also furnished informatio
b Qon the following items that will appegr in their story. W
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Moore to Jenkins
RE: NICK HORROCK, REPORTER
NEW YORK TIMES, WASHINGTON, D. C.

In 1964, after King had received the Nobel Peace
Prize and a bangquet was held in Atlanta to honor him, Hoover
sent an Agent from Washington to speak to businessmen in
Atlanta urging them not to attend.

Hoover had Division 5 prepare a monograph on King's
personnal life, and furnished copies to White House Officials,
Department of Justice Officials and other Government Officials.
When former President Kennedy saw this monograph he ordered
them all to be destroyed.

A former Bureau Agent in Atlanta has furnished infor-
mation that he was ordered to obtain handwriting specimens on
Andrew Young and Hosea Williams when they were employed by the
Southern Christian Leadership Council, so that the Bureau's
Laboratory forgery unit could make forged documents on these
two men.

Horrock stated that he has checked the Federal
Communication Laws (PCC) in 1968, and that it is his under-
standing that it is a federal violation to furnish information
obtained from a wiretap to a third party. He advised he desired
to obtain a statement from the Bureau by late today confirming
or denying the above actions and whether Mr. Kelley feels there
has been violations of a criminal nature involved in the
handling of this type of information.

RECOMMENDATIONS

l. 1In view of the fact that Horrock has put his
request in the context of COINTELPRO that the Bureau not comment
on Horrock's article and that he be so advised.

2. That the Intelligence Division upon reviewing the
contents of this memorandum prepare suitable background material
for the Director setting forth the true facts so that the
Director will be in a position to respond to inquiries regarding

these matters.from the Department and Congress.
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Memorandum
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Frov hegal Counsel ?" (? ¥ BLL INFORMATION Cutei Afivems 1227
suBecT r#e concresstonaL recorp HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED | ,ilf" Lz
MARCH 4, 1975 DATE. 9% -1 BY e

RN LS TN R
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SENATE Lol

Director See'y _
Page S2991. Senator Bill Brock {R~Tennessee) stated, "I hope
the episode in our national history known as the Watergate affair is drawing
to a close. The question which remains is, What have we learned?
Columnist William Safire has written a remarkable article addressing
itself to this question.” Mr, Safire's article entitled "How Far Do We
Pursue Guilt for Watergate?* is set forth in the Record. This article
questioned the cover up of certain information during the Watergate
hearings., It goes on to state, "Perhaps now a Congressional committee
will look into the surveillance of newsmen by L, B.J. 's Marvin Watson,
hinted at and hushed up at the House Judiciary inquiry. Perhaps the
American Civil Liberties Union will volunteer to represent Mrs. Martin [/~ o
Luther King, Jr. in a lawsuit against the F, B, 1. for illegally eretdpplng / AT ;
r_ier late husband. " Mr, Safire also asked why 1c1j{‘ g %ﬁﬁ et
prosecuted for destruction of evidence, why for gén ‘{ Ham J";.-:-;‘ '
Sullivan and Cartha Del.oach were not placed under oath "and askedmbiae wees Bﬁ-ﬁ
kind of question that might embarrass FBI men currently in office NOT RE
Mr. Safire continued, '"Perhaps the nation's interest in the unlawf?& uMAR 24 1978
of the law will wane with the satisfying clank of prison gates behind the e -
four men now pronounced guilty. I hope not, Revelation of embryonic
activity in the sixties does not extenuate crimes of more recent vintage,
but they will show us how pervasive and dangerous our unconcern has been.'’

Adjournment: Until Wednesday, March 5, 1975, at 12 noon.

HOUSE

Page H1374, Congressman Edward I, ¥ or
pointed out that "The amendments to the Freedom of Information Act are

1 - Mr. Mintz - enclosure 1 - Mr. Cleveland - enclosure
1 - Mr. Gebhardt -~ enclosure gl - Mr. Walsh - enclos:we
1 - Mr. Wannall - enclosure [ Y A - Mr. Malmfeldt - enclosure
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HOUSE - continued

having an effect on some agencies which I believe to be contrary to
congressional intent. Under new regulations promulgated by Federal

agencies, one type of information that the agencies will be disclosing

. -is correspondence with Members o Congress, Ihave recently received

_ a letter from the Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporatlon
i adviging me that I could merely telephone théir congressional liaison.: %-:a.21 i

s wmare asdtd Ay TRAtepsiiRate RAIBSSL A Ak Ay

office if I wished to know the status of an apphcatmn, rather than wrlte a
letter to that effect, H I understand the implication correctly, it is his

recommendation that if I do not want my inquiry to appear with a given file,

- - = =, The purpose of my ‘n(‘)‘lntlno' this situation out is to make sure that

" ' the intent of the Freedom of Information Act is not’ evaded by any nonwritten

communication to an agency " He mcluded hlS correspondence with the

.~ Chairman of the FDIC, - s T TR D e e e e R AT s o

Ad]ournment Unt11 Wednesday, March 5 1975 at 12 noon. S

RTINS B i TE-TE L

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Page E861, Congresswoman Patricia Schroeder (D-Colorado)
introduced for herself and other Members H. R, 4249, to amend title 5,
United States Code, to guarantee to each employee in the competitive
service who has comoleted the probationary or trial period; the right to
a hearing, a hearing transcrlpt and all relevant evidence prior to a
final decision of an agency to take certain action against such an employee.
Mrs. Schroeder advised that the purpose of this measure 'is to guarantee
all employees in the competitive service a prompt evidentiary hearing
by an 1mpart1al 1nd1V1dual prior to the time “that removal or suspension
without pay is effective, - - - - As long as Congress continues in its
inaction, Federal employees will not be protected against arbitrary and
capricious dismissal for speaking out. The public interest and pocketbook

are badly served by st1f1m°‘ creative criticism from employees of our
Government. " A copy of this bill will be obtained.

Page E865. Congressman Joe L, Evins (D-Tennessee) extended
his remarks concernmcr reports of alleged domestic spying activities by
the CIA. He stated, "Recently Mr. William Colby, Director of the CIA,
testified before a House Appropriations Subcommittee concerning domestic

spyving and wiretapping. He amended an earlier report filed with the

committee to chaucre certain f;ghtvl‘x:‘e‘:w;t-llv;é;gez—ci:— to the -ﬁsiﬁber_(-)f"telephone
taps, files on public officials, and break-ins. The Nashville Tennessean in a

recent cditorial emphasized the dangers inherent in CIA activities in this Nation
which exceed its statutory authority.” The editorial is set forth in the Recora.
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Memorandum to Mr, Adams
Re' The Congressmnal Record

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS - contmued

. Page E868. Congressman Robert E. Bauman (R- Maryland)

. "
sta Lcd, 'As all u:dcycudcut Americans Shﬁuld, the Baltimore News

American has taken note of the concern expressed by the Director of the
- CIA, Mr. William E. Colby, regarding the pendmg congressional
T#.0 investigations of his and other intelligence agencies, It is my hope that' - - .-
a Congress that was willing to abolish its own investigative unit aimed
at subversion, the House Committee on Internal Security, will not

= .. now conduct a witch hunt against the agencies of Government who are
Co T ~ ‘charged with protectmcr our Nation.'" The editorial entitled "A Warmng

% ' - TG “EEd" f.l.uul the M nt:wa A.u;erican is 'S“t forth in thc P\.c:\.u; d.
R “ Pages E881- -E882." .Congressman John D, Dingell (D-Mmhlgan) :
Siim . placed in the Record an address delivered by Johannes F. Spreen, sheriff

~of Oakland County, M1ch10'an ‘Mr. Dingell stated, *'His comments

“effectively lay out the fashmn in which thé Nation should begin'to combat
‘crime. I believe the action suggested by Sheriff Spreen, vigorous
enforcement of the law, is far superlor to removing f1rearms from the

- hands of law-abiding citizens.” Sheriff Spreen pointed out that "In

i 1938, J. Edgar Hoover spoke to the Detroit Economic Club, His subject

was 'Lawlessness as a National Menace.' A few days ago Clarence Kelley,

the current director of the F, B, L. addressed the Detroit Economic Club

on that very same topic, asking the question, 'Can Crime Be Conquered?'

Sad, isn't it, that 37 years later the problem still exists, to an even

i N

P "

57 greater degree,.

s

¥ A Pages E884-E885, Congressman Michael Harrington (D-

Massachusetts) extended his remarks concerning the need for additional
gun control laws., He cited FBI statistics regarding murder by guns.
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FBI

Date: 3/11/75

Transmit the following in

{Type in plaintext or codel

(Priority)
_f'f” TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670)
s FROM SAC, ATLANTA  (100~5586)
B2 SUBJECT  MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
i SECURITY MATTERS - C
-
= 4 Re Bureau telephone call to Atlanta, 3/10/75.

- Wy A review of all pertinent files in the Atlanta
: Office fails to reveal any information indicating former

SA ARTHUR 1. MURTAGH was instructed at any time to obtain
handwriting samples of HOSEA WILLIAMS. A review of these

files also fails to indicate any record that FBI Agents
caused false fire alarms or harassing telephone calls to
be made with intent toward embarrassing Dr. MARTIN LUTHER

i
.. i"".""-.‘". L i

£
i

KING, JR. .
- As a matter of information, attention is dir ﬁf
ik ed to Atlanta airtel to the Director, 4/16/64, captiened\/
) ;_" "CP, USA, COUNTER-INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM (NEGRO QUESTION)
b I5~C {(Bureau file 100-3-104-34) (Atlanta file 100-6621)"

and "CP, USA, NEGRO QUESTION, COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL

R o
Lo

|

. ' ¥l

MATTERS, IS-C (Bureau file 100-3-116) (Atlanta file 100~ '~
6520-D)", which stated in connection with a proposed anony-

o mous letter to be directed to care of the SCLC b7¢])
E- MNfFFimra in Noaw Varl (1 & =hat anarrraral chaakte AF AFFTs At al
5'7 —; ol de e e o N LII.L‘CW PR S Y \v&\-] r . fed A CA D?VGLGL F=F 84—} =g Py~ ) W de UJ:J-J-U-I.GJ.
LT SCILC stationery were available in the Atlanta Office. No
ji information is available in the files of the Atlanta Office
rod as to the acquisition of this stationery or the disposi- -
tion of it; however, SCLC stationery was not used in thig/f V. |

connection.

CA oo /s -
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UNITED STATES buVERNhlENT wd Assoc® Our

Dep. AD Adm, _

Memorandum b

dmin, .

) :mip .Sy.ﬂ. j

TO : MR. JENKINS . DATE: 1/17/75 . :::.'_A:‘::n_ -—‘

Gen. Inv, .

kdwne,

nspection

n FROM * J.J3. MC DERMOTT 7\; ' i / | It
: . Loborgtory
g'i. ..;31-1 0/ }QM‘ f’v Plon. & Eval. _

: ( SUBJECT:  RON KESSLER Spec o

Training
Leget Coun. __ __

WASHINGTON POST

T / INQUIRY CONCERNING PERSONAL FILES Do
v E IN FORMER DIRECTOR HOOVER'S OFFICE
N C.b. DelLoach, Vice President, Corporate Relations, |

- PepsiCo, Purchase, New York, telephonlcally advised today that ]
- captioned individual has called him 3 or 4 times 1nqu1r1ng concerning ¢
alleged secret files in the Director's Office and tapes highlighting

bedroom conversations of the late Reverend Martln Luthe ing. '

DeLoach advised that he indicated to Kessler that he is
sick and tired of false allegations that are being made regarding the
Bureau and the late Director Hoover and there certainly must be better
2 things the news media can do than to pursue malicious rumors that
have no basis in fact. ‘
N
DeLoach indicated that he acknowledged to Kessler that there
had been tapes on Martin Luther King. He refused to divulge the con-
tents of the tapes and advised Kessler in no uncertain terms that these
tapes had never been played for anyone outside of the FBI and that
foe included newsmen and other Government officials. Along this line of
questioning, Kessler asked about "pornographic photographs" that the
L Bureau allegedly had of King which had been offered to newsmen.
A DelLoach advised Kessler that we never had any photographs of this
sort involving King and that if such photographs had existed, he:
would have known about them.

OIRICAINZY DI IN

s With recard to the subject of "secret files" in the late
Director Hoover's office, DeLoach advised Kessler that in the interest
of security, information that might have come to the attention of the
Bureau concerning individuals of prominence was maintained in the
Director's Office to preclude it being seen and the possible subject

of discussion by younyg, inexperienced and curious file clerks. DelLoach
cited, for example, the investigative file on—in

© 1 connection with his GJJlll) zpplication for the position of Special

]
K L .
i et e i il

Lo Agent. DeLoach advised Kessler that the investigation was highly k)L?)
- /Y /0 Lin Ter
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McDermott to Mr.Jenkins (cont'd.)
Re: RON KESSLER

b(&

favorahle, however, when? rose to prominence, the file was main-
i

tained in the Director's ce to insure its security. In response
to a direct question by Kessler, DeLoach advised that he was not aware
of any file on Eleanor Roosevelt in the Director's Office or anywhere
else.

DeLoach said_he emphatically advised Kessler that there
were no "secret files" maintained on Senators or Congressmen in Mr.
Hoover's office and pointed out to Kessler that he (Kessler) must
have better things to do than to pursue a matter as ridiculous as
this.

RECOMMENDATION :

For information.
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- ° 7 UNITED STASES GOVERNMENT *
Memorandum \,. ._
} Comp. Sr¥te ——
O . Mr. Jenkins ! oare:1/15/175 izf‘ﬂ,,,%
rrost : J. J. McDermott -7 ’ :"1
oy d/m@ ! :T::.ETZ.L _
- '//SUB_]ECT: JO}g BARRON ; o
/ - E E E : Lega! Coun.
B by mon ssster AL INFORMATION CONTAINED 55
WASHINGTON POST i HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED B
| DATE2.20:8/ _F‘"seuﬁm.’é
b0 7p

John Barron of Reacer's Digest called Quinn in my office at 2 p.m.

E 1/15/75, to advise that he had just gotten off the phone with Ron Kessler of the
P "Washington Post"” and that Kessler asked him if he (Barron) had ever been

- offered tapes reflecting bedroom conversations of the late Reverend Martin

¢ Luther King by the FBI. Barron indicated that he advised Kessler that approxi-
mately 10 years ago, while he (Barron) was associated with the "Washington

; Star' there were rumors that the ¥BI had tapes on Martin Luther King of this

" Enature and that he had contacted the Bureau regarding this rumnor and, in this

E regard, specifically contacted then Aqmqfan?'tn the Director C. D, DeLoach
Accordmo to Barron DeLoach advised him that he would "neither aclmowledze
nor deny'' that such ta,pes existed and refused to make any further comment

3regard1ng this matter, B'u ron said he advised Kessler that no tapes were evex
played for him and that he (Barron) was never able to determine whetlher or not
such tapes did exist.

Barron advised that a few years 2go one Robert Sherrill, ata
| seminar on the FBI, alleged that the late Director Hoover had the editors of
Reader's Digest mto his offlce and that he (Hoover) had played gpes for these
editors which reflected bedroom conversations of Martin Luther King.

Barron said that it was a fact that he and several other Reader's
Digest officials had visited Mr. Hoover's office as Sherrill had alleged for
the purpose of discnssing doing a bock on the FBI's civil rights activities in
the south, a project w ‘hich was later undertaken by Don Whuehﬂau entitled

AL~ ~) m - [ B =) I
Attacl: on Terror.” Barron advised that the only mention made of Martin

Luther King oa that ocension was regarding Kn\r* s visit o Mr. Hoover's
office in connection with which Hoover had indicated that he had refused to be
"photographed with King.” Bavron said there was no mention of tapes, immor
artivities on the part of ILing, and no tapes were played for the Readcr' 8
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McDermott to Jenkins memorandum
Re: John Barron

‘Qi&gt‘ people then or on any other occasion. Barron indicated {hat he was
responsible for_preparing a written denial of Sherrill's aforementioned
| allegation. | i
e T .
Barron indicated that from his brief conversation with Kessler it is
clear to him that Kessler is preparing a story alleging that the FBI deals in
smut and "peddles derogatory information. ™

—— p—— ~ .

T Barron indicated that he advised Kessler that he considered himself
e a rather thorough reporter when he was with the ""Star" and despite exhaustive
== lefforts onlis part, he was never able to locate anyone who could acknowledge
tapes on King existed, no less locate anyone who might have heard the tapes.
Barron advised that he intends to telephone Mr. DeLoach at Purchase, New Yorl
to advise him of his conversation with Kessler since he anticipates that Kessler
may very well call Mr. Del.oach also.

PBarron was advised that we were deeply grateful for his thoughtful-
ness in calling.

You will recall, of course, that Barron has been associeted with
Reader's Digest for many years, following a stint with the "Waghington Star"
and is the author of the book "KGB."

PO

o It is noted that Robert Sherrill, a journalist who has a reputation
el for muckraking, in his paper "The Seliing of the FBL " which he read at the
' \Princeton conference sponsored by the Commitiece For Public Justice in
October, 1871, alleged that "During the period when Hoover was leaking infor-
mation about the Martin Luther King hotel ruom tapes, a group of Reader’s
Digest editors visited him in Washington and he entertained thein not only with
a rendition of the Lotel tapes but also wit tapes of Mrs. King's reaclion.
(The FBI, which had sent her a copy of the tapes, was apparently able to
- record the reaction via a bug.)" "The Washington Evening Star" reported this
£ allegation of Sherrill's in an article by Jeremiah O'Leary in the 10/30/71 issue
- of that newspaner. The article coavineingly concluded that the Sherrill "stoxy™
could not be substaniizted, citing 1) Sherrill's refvsal to idenlify his source,
2) the FEI's: Genial that any of the King tapes were played for "Digesit” editors,
3) a statcmient by a Reader's Digest spciesman that the charges were "wlielly
false" and 4) a statement by a spokesman for Mrg, King in Atlanta that she

- ~

\ ."p.
[




McDe:prott to Jenkins memorandum
Re: John Barron

"has no knowledge of these tapes' and knows only of alleged tapes concerning
her late husband through newspaper accounts concerning them,

Consistent with the paper he submitted, Sherrill went on to make
a number of equally erroneous but less spectacular charges against the FBI,
the sum total of which was that in ', ..the most successful job of salesmanship
in the history of Western bureaucracy, FBI public relations had created the
Director as the "Perfect Image" in the mind of "mon-and-Dad" America.

RECOMMENDATION

For information.
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mﬁ/ J1- 106 70 _,::7\) y‘ebruary 3, 1975

ALL lNFORMAT\ON CONTAINED
KEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

} Maine 04538 DATE&JAELBY.S&&QEM
' Lo74

: In response to your request of January 24th for
; ;j data concerning !artin Luther RKing, Jr., please be advised

: that in order to preserve the privacy of all individuals
and/or organizations that may be the subject of such inquiry,
. it has been naecessary for the FBI to maintain the practice of
S not indicating whether we do or do not have information in
D our files pertaining to the subject of the inquiry. The reve-
lation that such information does or does not appear in amn
R investigatory file could interfere with the ability of the
- PRI to carry out its investigative functions by possibly
i indicating the nature of an investigation or the names of

informants or subjects.

L
- In view of the above, I am sure you will Endefstand

rﬂ 5 why it is not possible to comply with your request.Zx =

}/ Sincerely yours, A~ "

, g JUCH !

b ———— <

’l ) MAILED 7 1 C. M. Kelley, u

f FEB 4 1975 Clarence X. Kelley o g)

Director —
"-FBI

1 - Boston - Enclosure
Adsec. Dir.
E ?»::rm—-.NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent.
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Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv, __
Asst, Dir.:

k| Ad'rn"\; !
o o
#/Filds & Com, __
F h76) Ten
Maine 04538 \dent.
anuary 24, 1975 lnspection

Intell.
Mr., Clarence Kelley t?m?:yl
F. B, 1, Direct_e_r Plan. va

By T \\/ - _.;\\f\' ?ﬁ‘»'
Cﬁf \}SQ/I’! o.z'/""[ Assoc. Dir,

e YOL,

Washington, D. C. ?:;;:
. Legal Coun.
Dear Mr * Kell ey: . Telephone Rm, __

Diractor Sec’y .
I'm sorry that I feel it necessary to write the
following, but I think I should do so in an effort to
clear the name of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in this
ViCinity .

L an the Ghaplatn o¢ (NI (-
q a Senior Citizen group of both sexes. We have a
membership of about 80 members. We meet on a weekly basis
every Tuesday morning, Last Tuesday, my opening remarks were
that Mass. had declared a holiday in honor of Dr. King's
birthday - that he was a great leader of his people and I
sincerely hoped in time his birthday would be declared a
Nat'l holiday. One of our members arose in great anger
and said that J, Edgar Hoover had proved Dr. King to be
an evil man, a Communist, etc, etc. He had extremely strong
feelings on the subject and wound up by saying he would
leave the room if I continued to talk of Dr. King. I was
directed to do so by the Club and both he and his wife
did leave the room.

1 used his quote I'm sure your familiar "I have a
dream that my four little children will live in a nation
where they will not be judged by the color of their
skin," etc. ‘r
:' y4

2
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As the story must have originated from your office, 1
would appreciate a letter from you either confirming or

denial of the above. I'm sure many in our Club now have
mixed emotions re: Dr. King,

Sincerely Yours,

b 1¢)
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