FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
AND
PRIVACY ACTS

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
FILE NUMBER:100-106670

MAIN FILE
SECTION:69

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION




THE BEST COPY
OBTAINABLE IS

INCLUDED IN THE
REPRODUCTION OF
THESE DOCUMENTS.
PAGES INCLUDED THAT
ARE BLURRED, LIGHT, OR
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT

FET R Cw e

TO READ ARE THE
RESULT OF THE

2 E R R/

CONDITION OF THE
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT.
NO BETTER COPY CAN BE

REPRODIICED

BN AL R AN T LT U/ R IR,



» D L - SRS s oV PR
e
- P

MarTin L utres ch«, JR.

MAIN FlLE
I00- 106670

Section b/



. "
. i

r S

i proob

5

FD-36 Hev. 5-22-64) N

b B | C /} ~.
¥ | } - - FBi
: ' - Date: h/13/67
Transmit the following in : _
{Type in plaintexi or codel
Vi AIRTEL AIR MAIL - REGISTERED
. (Priority)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) |
u)ll ROM:  SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-57229) |
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,
. SM - C |
A 3 ' K g
: Q. 5 ,00: Atlanta . PR l fg&
A Re: New York teletype to Bureau, captioned ;; ¢
‘ : "COMINFIL SCIC, IS-C", dated 4/11/67; New York teletype
{ dated 4/12/67, fos Angeles teletypes dated 4/12/67, captioned }

' as above.

N 4  Transmitted herewith is an original and 10 coples
O of a letterhead memorandum (LHM)} sultable for dissemination .
Ny concerning captioned subject. ‘

s

i€

- e L. A ” : ‘ __

"3~ Bureau (Enc (AM-REGISTERED B b(_')

g Encl, 2 AM-REGISTERED%ED
2 - New York 0-136 8 ) (Encl. ) (AM-REGISTE )

g M;?’q-’fiﬁfc /00 _ /M/m 9 370
‘ 'CL 22

Ir[

8 .
Suss. 2 pd o "-,"-!7;' f)t( 03
¢ EEASONTOLN 17, §ib g

DATE OF R.‘stEW q.._u.x

- ST A O T T I ST St [
fnde ““‘*M.l:. PR AL T RIPIELT R L POES 7~ YRV -~
UL . . e e e e

PTLY.S ) ’ if: : :
KP‘RdZ &Eml Aqent in Cbarqe h"b R | ' )




LA 100-57229 C[]A’W

The Los Angeles Division will continue to remain
alert for information concerning KING during his stay in Lo
Angeles through established sources and public news media,

T

- B L]
. E PP
[ Yt L i
- » C
¥ B . ) * o 5
( [ b , |
' L 3
. ‘ 3 ' . #
. e . "
- s I » -
"1., “ : e .,' »
* 3 Y £
- ‘ N7 '
. : i B
e RSy
e
o ® Cep ok w2 PP ¥
~ - — PN

gl



( ")

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Ploase Refer 10 Los Angeles, California
File No. April 13, 1967

1

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER-C

The Los Angeles "Herald-Examiner", a major Metropolitan

Los Angeles newspaper, on Wednesday, April 12, 1967, reported
that Dr. Martin Luther King, on April 12, 1967, accused the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People with
misrepresenting his views on the Vietnam war. He told a news
conference, which was held in Conference Room #7 at the Biltmore
Hotel at 9:30 a.m. on April 12, 1967, that he favors & cessation
of bombing, unilateral withdrawal of troops and an end to
American participation in what he called an "unjust war", He
said it was true he believes the war is hurting the civil rights
movement, "But", he said, "the NAACP has created a myth about
my views on Vietnam, which confuses the clear issues.” The
article noted that the NAACP recently declared that it is a
"serious tactical error to link the civil rights and peace move-
ments, because civil rights battles will have to be fought and
won on their own merits, irrespective of the state of war or

eace in the world." The article noted that King stated he was
sadden to think that the Board of Directors of the NAACP would
Join in the perpetuation of the myth about my views. They have
challenged and repudiated & non-existent proposition." The
article noted that in response to a question, King denied that he
is or had ever been & member of the Communist Party, and accord-
ing to the article, & moment later stated that though he is a
"pacifist", he would have willingly fought against the Nazi menace
of the 1940s.

A source who has furnished relisble information in the
past, on April 12, 1967, furnished a copy of the prepared state-
ment by Dr. King which was delivered before & press conference at

the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles on April 12, 1967. The statement,

which was followed by a question and answer period by represen-
tatives of the news media, 1s set forth as follows:
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I have lived and worked in ghettos throughout the
natlon, and.I travel tens of thousands of miles each month
which takes me into dozens of northern and southern Negro
communities. My direct personal experience with Negroes in
all walks of 1life, convinces me that there 1s deep and wide-
spread disenchantment with the war 4n Viet Nam; first, because
they are agalnst war itslef, and éecondly, because they feel
it has caused a significant and alarming diminishing of concern
and attentién to civil rights progress. I have held these
views myself for a long time but I have spoken more freguently
in the recent period because Negroes in so mané circles have
explicitly urged me to articulate their concern and frustration.
They feel civil rights 1s well on its way to becoming a neglected
and forgotten 1ssue long before 1t is even partlally solved.

Recently, a myth about my views on Viet Nam has
confused these clear issues. The myth credits me with advocating
the fusion of the civil rights and peace movements and I am
eriticized for authoring such a "serlous tactical mistake".

\_f hold no such view, Only a few weeks ago &n &
formal public resolutlon, my organization, SCLC, and X
explicitly declared that we have no 1ﬁtention of diverting or
diminishing any respect our activities in civil rights and we

outlined extensive programs for the immedlate future 4in the

south as well as in Chicago.
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_ I am saddened that the Board of Directors of the

- NAACP, a fellow civil rights organization, would join in the

i f}f perpetuation of the myth about my views. They have challenged
N ﬁi and pepudiated'a non-existent propositioh. SCLC and I have

expressed our views on the war and drawn attention to its

damaging effects on civil rights programs, a fact we believe

S to be incontrovertible and therefore, mandatory to express in

/’“ii the interest of the struggle for eguality.

I challenge the NAACP and other eritics of my

position to take a forthright stand on the rightness or

ot wrongness 6f this war, rather than goiné off creating & non-
existent issue.

—_-__} We do not believe in any merger or fusion of move-~-

; ments but we equaily belleve that no one can pretend that the

(:::: existence of the war 1s not profoundly affecting the destiny

of civil rights progress. We belleve that despite the war our
efforts can produce results and our strength is fully committed

to that end. But 1t would be misleading and shallow to suggest

that the role of the war is not hampering it substantially
3 . and it can be ignored as a factor.
! Loud and raucous volces have already been raised 4n
***“5 Congress and elsewhere suggesting that the nation cannot affofd
to finance a war against poverty and in equality on an expanding

gcale and a shooting war at the same time, It is perfectly

X
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clear the

1ation has the resou
6ppoae civil rights and favor a war policy have seized the
epportunity to pose a false l1ssue to the publie. This should
not be ignored By civillrights organizations. The basic
element in comﬁon between the peace movement and the civil
rights movement are human elements.

I am a clergyman as well as a c¢ivll rights leader
and the moral roots of our war policy are nof un-important to
me, I do not believe our nation can be a moral leader of

ustice, eguality and Democracy if it is trapped in the role
d

LY
=

of a self-appointed world policeman. Throughout my career

in the civil rights movement I have been concerned about Justice
for all people. For instance, I strongly feel that we must

end not merely poverty among Negroes but poverty among white
people. Likewise, I have always insisted on justice for all

the world over, because Justice is individible and injustice
anywhere 1s a threat to Jjustice everywhere. I will not gtand
idly by when I see an unJust war taking place and fail to take
a stand against it. I will continue to express my opposition

to this wrong policy without in any way diminishing my activity
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Q:
King:

King:

e D

Pr. King.

Yes eir,

What would you do air} to bring the war to a halt?

I feel that the United States 1s superbly placed

to initlate steps that I believe can bring an end

to this war. The first thing I would suggest in line
with that of many other people is the halting of the
bombing., Secondly, I think we should take the initiatisy
to bring about 2 cease fire. I thinklunilaterally
we can do that hoping that as a résult of this it
wlll create the atmosphere for negotiations. I
think we should also begin the’process‘or removing
all miiitary bulld-up in Southeggt Asla, where there
is in Thalland and stop interfering in Laos. I think
the fourth thing that shonld be done i3 to make an
unequivocal statement that the Natlional Liberation
Ffont ghould be a part of the negotiations, and also
recognize realisticly that many people in South

Yiet Nam follow the National Liberation Front, and
that they must be a part in the future government.
And finally I think we should just reconvene the

Geneva Conference, in other words abide by the Geneva

&N
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King:

-
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Corps by setting a date that we will remove our troops
from Viet Nam, and I believe all of this will bring
about a comment which will force Hanol to negotiate.
How éhen will we keep the civil rights moving at

the same tempo, to being the war to a halt, and what
would you desire to see done there?

Well, I think many of the resources that we are
putting in this war would be placed into prograns

that would certainly make equality and Justice a
greater reality for Negroes, and for all of the poor
people of our country. We are spending about 35
biliion dollars a year in Viet Nam, the war in

Viet Nam, and we are not quit; coming up to two billion
in the gkirmish against poverty, and untll we get rid
of this war and get rid of our obsession with it as

& nation, these programs are going to continue to
suffer, the programs'dealing with poverty, the programs
dealing with slums and gettling rid of the blight of

our cities, so that the resocurces in the war can well

be turned and should be turned toward the endlng of
poverty and all of the conditions that make for our
frustration and despair in our cities all over the

country.



Q:

King:

CC Ly

Dr. King, we are talking about peace in Viet Nam,

what about eivil rights?

Well, I've tried to make that clear in this statement
and I have great regect for Dr. Bunch, but I certainly
can agree with that.....I think I have not only a
right but I think I have a responsibility to take

& stand in both of these areas, and I don't think

he weakens either. I sald a few minutes ago that

I am a clergyman and I take my responsibility as a
¢lergyman very seriously and I think that along with
the priestly functlion of the clergyman, there 1is
prophetic function, and that means that I must forever

N J
geek to bring the insights of our

Christian heritage to : on the soclal

evils of our day, and I think war is a social evil
consequently I must take a stand on this. I do it

not out of anger...I do it out of great anxlety and
agony and angulsh of spirit in many points because

I feel that this war 1s damaging the soul of our
nation, and it is diverting attention from civil
riéhts, 80 I do not see how anybody can fail to see
the interrelatedness of the two issues.

But in practical terms, doesn't this number one divide

the civil rights movement to begin with, and secondiy,
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lose the civil rights movement a great deal of support
by those people who are in favor of war in Viet Nam?
I th;nk the existence of the war in Viet Nam does
much more to weaken the c¢ivil rights movement than
my standing against{ the war in Viet Nam.

(Cut off, cannot hear) '

I think agaln the war in Viet Nam is & much graver
injJustice to Negroes in the United Statgs than any-~
thing that I could say against that war, that 1s the
only answer I can give to that...Negroes are

in numbers, Negroes are 10% of the population of
this country, and 22% of the deaths 1n Viet Nam.
Negroes are experiencing spiritual and psychological
death in the slums of our cltles every day because
the programs are not emerging to solve those problems,
and they are not emerging in many instances because
of the war in Viet Nam. Consequently, I would say
that the unjustice is being done to Negroes, and
being done by the existence of this war, and not by
any statement that I am making or any’involvement
that I may have in the péace‘movement.

Dr. King, I'd 1like to put the question this way sif;

Some of your severest crlitics are basing their

o
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King:

( C P i)

argument against you on the claim that your placing
the principle blame for the war in Viet-Nam on the
United States rather than on the other side. Now,
how dﬁ you deal with this argument?

Well, I deal with it only on the basis of the facts
there 18 no doubt about the fact that we initiated
the build-up of this war on land, on the seas and

in the air., And, this 1s why I say that we must

take initlatives to end the war. There is no doubt
about the fact that Viet Nam declared itself independent
in 1945, We refused to accept or recognize Viet Nam
at that time and this was before éhina; Communist
China, came into being. After that for eight years
we have supported the French and their attempt to
recapture their former colony, and we supported it
toward the end to the tune of more than 80% of the
financial and supply bulld-up of that particular war,
and even afté; the French started despairing of our
reckless action we encouraged them to go on, and even

after they were defeated and we still

vere determined after the Geneva accord in 1954, we
participated in bringing to power Preimer Diem who
engaged in some of the most ruthless and oppressive

actions-known in that particular area of the world.
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%ﬁgﬁit) We participated in helping Diem prevent the election

of 1956, from taking place, so anybody can see that

our hands are not clean in the situation. I am not

) white-washing Ranoi...I do not approve of violence,

T~\)- I am a non-violent believer devotee and I want this
conflict to be solved non-violently, without violence,
but we must admit that the United States has participate
in this bulld-up and I think 1t is because of the
misreading of history on our part, a kind of parancld

( or morbid fear of communism.
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER-C

The source advised that after the news conference at
the Biltmore Hotel in Downtown Los Angeles, King proceeded to
Occidental College, Los Angeles, where he spoke before the
student body in Thorne Hall at 11:00 a.m., April 12, 1967. The
source estimated that an overflow crowd of students and professore
totaling thirteen hundred were in attendance or who listened to
Dr. King's speech by means of suxiliary speakers set up in

. adjoining rooms to Thorne Hall. The speech was well received,

according to the source. Dr. King spoke on integration and
suggested a massive integration program be undertaken by the
United States. He told of the need for a guaranteed annual
income and he favored the adoption of a National Bill of Rights
for all Negroes, similar to that which has been established for
the veterans of World War 11, the Korean War, and the current
Vietnam War. He stated that in his opinion, the Vietnam War was
a needless waste of time and money, and that this country!s
resources should be directed toward the Poverty Program.

Following Dr. King's speech, an impromptu press con-
ference was held, at which time he briefly touched on current
inequities in the draft and the fact that more Negro soldiers were
dying in the war than Caucasian soldiers. He explained that
many Negroes, in order to enhance their economic status, join
the service and are subsequently sent to the war zone, and this
was the reason for the higher percentage of Negroes being killed
or wounded than the Caucasian soldiers.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI., It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis-
tributed outslde your agency.
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FROM ] - Mr, D.M, Wells

Holmes
Gandy

i , Attached for your approval for dissemipation are ;1.
%; T copies of a letterhead memorandum containi - following:
£ .

i 6(2') 157@ advised that Stanl
advisor to Martin Luther King, Jr., si&ent Southern

Christian Leadership Conference, was in CGﬁLaLL with an .
associate recently. Levison commented that he was in

contact recently with Rockefeller concerning some iron ore
deposits in Venezuela. At that time Rockefeller evidenced
displeasure with King's stand on Vietnam, Rockefeller requested
Levison to arrange a meeting between King and Bockefell to

discuss this matter, L/

evison, top /ngﬁ

"U

Levison was pleased at this development because l@%ﬁ
this would give King an opportunity to discuss South America

with Rockefeller. King feels that South America is the next
"Vietnam and he would like to advise Rockefeller of what steps
{to take to thwart this, It is believed that the Rockefeller
»» referred to by Levison is Nelson Rockefeller, Governor of

4 New York.
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The following information has been supplied by
¢onfidential sources of this Bureau who have turnuhod .
reliable information in the put. :

Stanley l‘vimn. Y 'I:nn advisar ta I.rt'ln Lather
King, Jr., Presidont, Southern Christian hader-hip Onnt.r-
ence, was in conference with an associate recently.
Isvison commented that he had conferred with Rockefeller
concerning some ¥Yonezuelan iron ere deposits earlier. At
that time Rockefeller asked Levison to arrange a aseting
for him with Martin luther King, Jr., so he gould d4i
King's position on the Vietnam ¥War. Rockefeller advised

that he '7: in conmplete disagreement vith King ia this
l'.EII'd. A

‘ !avilon informdd his associate that this was an
excellent opportunity for King to give Rockefeller King's
views on South Aserica. According to levison King feels
South America hss the potential ef being the mext Vietnam
and wants to advise Bockefellsr eof the approprutc ltonl
to bo taken to avoid this. [T
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AV ~

ﬁf;ﬁﬁnjg On April 11, 1967, a confidential source, who has

O}urnished reliable information in the past, advised that he
had learned that Martin Luther King, the President of the
SCLC, met with several of his advisors on that date, namely,
Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel, Andrew Young, Executive
Assistant to King, and Tom Offenberger, the SCLC Public
Felations man. Their conference concerned an attack made
arainst King by the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) arising from a ‘speech by King on
April 4, 1967, It vas during the speech that King urged‘ls’
Negroes to become conscientious objectors to the war in

Vietnam,

Levison, Wachtel and Offenberger agreed to compo se
separate statements and give them to Dora McDonald, King's
personal secretary. Upon receiving their statements, King
and Youne apreed to assemble a statement from the three and
then deliver the statement on April 12, 1967, during a press
conference in los Angeles, California.

The statements to be made by King would not only
answer the allegations made by the NAACP, but a critical
statement by Senator Jacob Javits as well. According to the

were that King and the SCLC were trying to fuse the civil
rights movement and the peace movement,

source, the remarks made by the NAACP and Senator Javits ‘;;
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Harry '’achtel is the Executive Vice
President of the Gandhi Society for
Human Rights, New York, New York.

—_ a f

A characterization of the National
Lawyers Guild is attached hereto.

orcanization is an adjunct of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther King, Jr.
is the president, and serves to raise
funds for the SCLC.

Uith respect to the Gandhi Society for
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this

SE‘KA/
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

APPENDIX

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and

Publications," revised and published as of December 1,
1561, prepared and released by the Committee on Un-
American Activities, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., containg the following

concerning the

ﬂl.

tl3.

National Lawyers Guild:
"National Lawyers Guild

Cited as a Communist frent.
(Special Committee on Un-American
Activities, House Report 1311 on the
CIO Political Actinn Committee,
March 29, 1944, p. 149.) :
5
Cited as a Communist front which !
the foremost legal bulwark of the
Communist Party, 1ts front orggnizatlons,
and controlled unions' and which 'since /

its inception has never falled to rally C{

1 e
a~u

b g6 3

to the legal defense of the Communist
Party and individual members thereof,
including known espionage agents.!

{Committee on Un-American Activities,

HAttea Darmawmd 27709 Am s Madsdanmel

FFRF RV ¥= 3w Alcyu; [} ;)J.C_J Ll VIIGC VG A viia L
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950,
originally related September 17, 1950.)

'To defend the cases of Communist
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised
making special appeals in behalf of civil
liberties and reaching out far beyond the
confines of the Communist Party itself.

Ammnier Flhhnoan Avsasderndbdarme ana Sha O ¥ ¥
n“’Ul‘é VilToC Vi 6“11.1.&0 VAUVIID Gl O rd A%

National Lawyers Guild. Wwhen the
Communilist Party itself is under fire
these offer a bulwark of protection.’
Internal Security Subcommittee of the
Senate Judicilary Committee, Handbook
for Awmericansg, S. Doc, 117, April 23,
1956, p. 91.)"
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Mew York, Hew York

In Reply, Plesse Refrso {ghe** Aoril 10, 1967 ‘
o 11///

File No.

r0
oLV N g
Wols® . 8y i &
ORI v b )
_G@C}&\; <O -.s.q';l "‘\ . Communist Infiltration of
‘}‘\b- AV een® Racial Matters
%“d;.‘\@ﬁs\&\ﬁ Internal Security - C
R
o* Q,\}‘
A
° On April 6, 1967, a confidential source, who has

furnished reliable 1nformatlon in the past, advised that
Stanley Levison and Harry Wachtel, New York advisors to

Martin Luther King, Jr., were in conference concerning King? 54!
speech at Riverside Church, WNew York City, on April %, 1957.

Machtel thought the text of King's speech was solid
and wants it printed for distribution. levison felt the
speech was too advanced for many Negroes and that it did not
constitute the widest appeal. King, levison feels, should
not have sgpoken from the point of view of a Vietcong peasant.

It was Levison's belizf that Andrew Youne, Cxecutive
Director of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC),

g_{f wrote King's speech, but “achtel believes that "guy at Spellmaﬁ"
S o (Spelman College, Atlanta) wrote it. Wachtel felt the
Z2nZ sectlon of the speech about this country acting like Germany
‘é"g; acted in the last war offended many people. Levison agreed,
<TOo and commented King should realize he is dezling with the
& T | | State Department and the Pentaron and not some stupid sheriff,
EQE>— and that if he did ecet people to stand on bridges in Vietnam,
&D’GE they would not b2 bombed, but instzad there would be an
8;‘&3’9‘” invasion of MNorth Vietnam, vhich King would be responsible for.
o> - . .
%Egﬁg With rerard to Kine's scheduled anpearance before
the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the "ar in Vietnanm S-
29 on April 15, 1967, levison is unenthusiastic, since he does
\aﬁ not feel that King can capture that audience.
ﬁi‘ L)
N //a‘
5 \N N Classificd by "",
= Q) Exempt from GLA
G =Y uonIﬂ‘(‘f it
o= Date of Decleet.fication 21
L ENY el 2/7)
L2y
Lo Je X . .
E:ro b S »y This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
i~ w;yl of the FOI. It is the prouperty of the FBI and is loaned to your
- ;.-‘; ‘:El azency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outsicde
ey e
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Communiai.lnfil(jation of
Racial 3atters | : SEC

L

According to Levison, Bennett (Dr. John Bennett,
President of Union Theological Seminary, New York City) and
Dr. Peinhold Niebuhr (Professor Emeritus, Union Theoloscical
Seminary) have talked about getting ten thousand young nen
and their parents to ro to Washington to turn in their draftg
cards. Levison felt they would vioclate the law if they do ‘
this.

Finally, Wachtel mentioned that Kine will meet

with Rockefeller (Covernor llelson Rockefeller, ilew York) on
April 22 or 24, 1967, to discuss the Vietnam position of King.

Levison and Joan Daves (Publishers' Representative)
were also in contact on Anril 6, 1967, during which Levison
revealed that King will chancoe his emphasis from peace to the
Chicago Action Campaisn after the middle of April. Levison
also disclosed that a meeting dealing with tactics will be ‘
held in Atlanta in the near future.

B LT o P, T e Ty TN T o Y W T A e e e
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Communist Influence In Racial Matters

Harry Wachtel 18 the Executive Vice
President of the Gandhli Soclety for Human |y

*(T”“ Rights, New York, New York.

o e ra—r—

-
&
&

A characterization of the National Lawyers
Gulld 1is attached hereto.

With respect to the Gandhi Society for Humen

Rights, it 1s to be noted that this organization is an
adjunct of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), of which Martin Luther (L

King, Jr., is the presldent, and serves to '

ralse funds for the SCIC.
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NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

The "Guide to Subversive Grganizations and
Publications," revised and publiished as of December 1,
1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- _
American Actlivitiles, United States House of Represent-
atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following
concerning the Nationzl lLawyers Quild:

vk ot

T

PR

M
g
.

r"ff "National Lawyers Guild

1. Cited as a Communist front.
{Special Committee on Un-American
Activities, House Report 1311 on thtkl
CIO Political Actinn Committee,
March 29, 1944, p. 149.)

"2. Cited as a Communist front which 'is
the foremost legal bulwark of the
Communist Party, its front organizations,
and controlled unions' and which 'since
its inception has never failed to rally
to the legal defense of the Communist
Party and individual members thereof,
including known espiorage agents.

anmm1f+nn on In-American Activities,

4 e T W S Whd A A

House Report 3123 on the Naticnal ([ .
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950,
originally related Septewbe” 17, 1950.)
"3. iTo defend the cases of Communist
lawbreskers, fronts have been devised
maklng speclal appeale in behalf of civil
liberties and reaching out far beyond the

confines of the Communist Dﬁﬂ+“ iteelf,

Among these organizations are the -
National Lawyers Guild. Wwhen the
Communist Party itself is under flire
these offer a bulwark of protection.!
{Internal Security Subcommittee of thell
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook

- for Amerioana, 8. Doc, llTJYApril 23,
-19J6: p. 91 )
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Tave
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1 - Mr, C.D., Brennan Tele. Room
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Attached for your approval for dissemination are
copies of a letterhead memorandum concerning the following:tl

On April 11, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr.,
President Andrew Young, Executive Director, and Tom Offenberger,

o I ]

l’I.IUA-.Lb nUJ.lLLUle UJ.LUQLUI" DUUI-I.IEI'II bnr-l-ﬁl-lll-ll wuuerﬁn.l.p
Conference were in conference with King's top advisors,

This conference was concerning the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People's attack on the anti-
Vietnam speech delivered by King on April 4, 1967. It was
decided both statements made by the National Association

for the Advancement of Colored People and Senator Jacob leits,
Democrat, New York, attacking King's speech had to be
answered. It was agreed that Stanley Levison, Harry lachtel

mand Thamw NAFFfanhaw

=
=il 4wV v;;vuuw;sc; -vuld DUIIPUD‘: Dﬂp“l .bc -kﬂbUﬂGubD Uuﬂb

King could consolidate and use in a press conference to be

held at Los Angeles, California, on 4/12/67,

Harry Wachtel

is a former member of the National Lawyers Guild, a citeéd’

secret Communist Party member,

Comrunist Party front and Stanley Levison is a logine

RECOMMENDATION:
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Mrs, Mildred Stegall, The lhite House, Honorable Dean Rusk,
Secretary of State, Honorable Robert McNamara, Secretary or
Defense, the Attorney General and Assistant Attorneys General
Yeagley and Doar,
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- XEROX COPIES TO THE WHITE HOUSE, SECRETARY OF s‘u'r: RUSK, W
) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MCHAMARA, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, AND

- -zremvs Deloach i Tl OTT .LC'E

- - - - (A u .
S | )

. - ﬁo DBLO&CI
- Mr, 8“111'“

Al
\
N ~ Mr, C. D, Brennan é:
.‘
§| l%‘— e /6éé/d'ﬂﬁf/ April 12, 1867 5'

1~ Nr, D. N, VWells

! S ‘ 4 muxmoe s sam, . o §

‘ The following information has been supplied by
r;w\ oonfidential sources of this Bureau who have :urnumu

.,
L ]
f
0 et ot b

ulsIF

79
2.

reliable information in the past.

Pt
— :

Nﬁ On April 11, 1967, Nartin luther King, Jr.,

3 President: Andrew Young. Executive Director: and Toa
™  offonberger, Public Relations Director, Southern Christiss
& leadership Conference; were in conference with King's tep
3]
[ =]
-l
[=]

’>
by

REASOR-TCT

advisors, Stanley levison and Harry Vachtel. This »
eonforance vas ooncornm tho stntount luh by the \
IIIIOIII-I. Illoclltlﬂll xor ‘ll' mvl.m:-mnt 'l Wlmll "Dp !
attacking the anti-Vietnam ¥ar spesch delivered by King ea i
April 4, 1967, 1t was decided that both the statements
made by the National Association for the Advancement ef
Colored Peoplemd Senmator Jacob Javits, Democrat, New York,
attacking King's speech had to be answered. It was agreed
that levison, ¥achtel, and Offenberger would compose
separate ptatements that King could consolidate and use

a press conference to be Iuld in lLos Angeles, Califoraia,

mm Arnmddl .. an”
WaA M)A A& ey 9

: Stanley hvhon is a lonc-tm communist non

secret membership in the Communist Party, USA, has heen

establighed as of July, 1963. Barry VWachtel is a former

~ mazber of the Fational Lawyers Guild, am organixation waich

m been designated ax a communist front by the Committee
Un-American Activities, United States NHouse of §
prnonntim.
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Martin Luther King, Jr.

NOTE:

See C, D, Brennan to Mr. W, €. Bullivan nnnornndunng,
dated 4/12/67, same caption, prepared by DMW:

Classified "Secret™ inasmuch as the sources tor U
the above information are highiy -onsitiv. sources relating
to the racial situation.
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B - v Domestic Intelligence Division

INFORMATIVE NOTE

r;) TN .(‘ r/fi ( . bate __ 4/6/67
- (:ﬂi:) ' \\_f ‘ " The identity of the Rockefell.

in attached teletype is unknown
However, it is noted that
Governor Nelson Rockefeller of
New York State has extensive
land holdings in Venezuela,
South America. p. 3

Information in the attached

- _ B will be furnished the White
4) ’) ) ,). House, State Department, Defense
N — - e Department, CIA, and the Attorne

General,
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o . C TELETYPE PIT 9, . mafz_

4/6/67 JMy aper e

. Mr Callahan__._
T0 nRECTOR AND ATLANTA Mr Conrad ___

FNCODEN MESSAQ

o~ ATLANTA VIA WASHINGTON ENCODED N,
- ) FROM NEW YORK 2P TE AGEICIES (D FIEID OFFICES .
o PPROPRLA OR g = Mr. Trotter
T EDVISEE’BYIumJIIIK;SLIP Tele, ﬁzln:___
N - &M”d “p:b M;:SS Helmes ...
- - Miss Gandy_..__
" MARTIN LUI%Pﬂm;m—m&_ECURITY MATTER = f; * ’___." —
AND FIELD OFFICES fi “;”‘;_"T‘l TS -
4 00-ATLANTADVISED BY - oUTING ' % A'TD FIED OFTI7 7
SLIP(S) OF - A_T\T\,Ir‘:j B RUIJ.L..I\
cr 7P (§) OF il
’ R T e o 0
E

6 b |, BURFIL = ATLANTA 100-5586 NEW YORK noo-;sss
' —ruausm{n INFORMAT 10N ”
1 ON APRIL FIVE LAST WHICH DISCLOSED THAT STANLEY LEVISON, /- |
' VHILE IN CONTACT WITH A MAN WHOM SOURCE BID WOT KNOW, REVEALED T _ (
—_— u-:vrsou,\QkuLxEn TO ROCKEFELLER (BELIEVED ALLUDING 19’ f" S
v i  GOVERNOR NELSON[ROCKEFELLER) RECEWTLY ABOUT égznezuzuu IROK. ORE
))

DEPOSITS WHICH "IM (ROCKEFELLER ENTERPRI]

~
<

\‘.

T

ARE nseorm‘rgs -

WITH THE VENEZUELAW GOVERSMENT, ACCORDING 1O

DURING CONTACT THAT ROCKEFELLER ASKED FOIARRANGE A MEETING BETVEEN

MARTIN KING AND WIMSELF SO THAT K ﬁt ROfK/E”W s _CAN Méﬁ&{nﬁglgg

n HIS STAND OM VIETNAM, ROCKEFELLER ?%D VISON HE WAS IN SUCH DISA-
f

GREEMENT WITH XING THAT HE JUST HAD TO TALK TO HIm. LEVISON
© APR 14 967

REHAR[(ED TO UMMALE THAT ROCKEFELLER'S REQUEST WAS A REAL BREAK
* e S—

: "sxucs: x;le ,HAD MENTIONED on APRIL FOUR LAST THAT HE WOULD LIKE 1O
courtgw im{ HIN ABOT 'rmz ‘situatIon ap sgérﬁ’ SMERICA. KING, ACCORD§

v'?‘?‘.’ﬂ?*f"

ﬁ &
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PAGE TWO

) TO LEVISON, BELIEVES SOUTH AMERICA WILL BE THE NEXT VIETNAM ARD
THEREFORE WANTS TO ADVISE ROCKEFELLER AS TO WHAT ACTION HE SHOULD
TAKE TO THWART IT. LEVISON ENDED HIS CONTACT BY STATING THAT HE WOULD

HAVE TO CONTACT KING TO SEE WHEN THE MEETING COULD BE ARRANGED. j‘
LHM FoLLOWS,
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Det-oach
1 — II' + c - D Y DeLOR,Ch 'Lc:per —
Memorandum 12 ur. W Cl Sallivan o
1 - Mr. C. D, Brenmnan oty
-~ ale
To ‘ Mr. W, C, Sullivan DATE: April 10, 1967 omi
1 - uro D. u- 'ells ::;f’
FROM . ¢. D, Brennan gi%esm_
oV "
SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, CJ D -[: ’ ,3
,  SECURITY MATTER - & Y, (/) 0
1"
. Attached for your approval for dissemination is
" a letter to the White House containing a copy of the speech ﬁ
delivered by Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern | pl

Christian Leadership Conference, on April 4, 1967, at the M’{W“
| Riverside Church, New York, New York.

The President has expressed an interest in obtaining

& copy of this speech. ) i

RECOMMENDATION '9

femnnyy .That the enclosures be forwarded to Mrs. Mildred

Stegall, the White House. :

100-106670 ¢ Ly

Enclosureg el ae 2/~ ¥ -y// -« 2 a: r ‘E;

1l = 100-438794 \/ “-
(Southern Christian Leadership Conference) N

) o P
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IJJ-Q I-f- L-JA_‘ IJ‘utllﬂl L{..n”; JI‘._ .
Tihe Riversids Chorch r o Vet
Lo

FRAREES
Ly “

Now Yozl, IWew York P
Tucclay, April 4, 1967 | : :
/-/? H ) JS

Go'7 i

ALL m'“"u TIOT CONTATHE

EIPEIN I5 UNCLASSIFIED

ENCEPT WHERE SHOWN
BEYORD VIET NAM OTHERWISE.

I COME TOV THIS MAGNIFICENT HOUSE O
VVORSHIP TOMNIGHT BECAUSE MY CONSCIENCE?_, LEAVES ME
'O OTHER CHOICE, IJOIN YOU IN THIS MEETING BELCAUST
IAMIN DELPEST AGREEMENT WITH THE AIMS .AND‘.’. WORX
D THE ORGANIZATION WHICH HAS BROUCHT US TOCETIIER
CLERGY AND LAYMEN CONCERNED ABOUT VIET NAM, THE
-
RECENT STATEMENT OF YOUR EXIZCUTIVE COMMITTEE ARE
TIE SEMNTIMENTS OF MY OV N HEART AND I FQUND MYSELY
IN FULL ACCORD WEHEN I READ ITS OPENING LINIS: “A TIME

COMES WHEN SILENCE I BETRAYAL., THAT TIME HAS COME

FOR US LW RELATION TO!,VI‘L‘T NAW, Y
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THE TRUTI OF THESE WORDS IS BEYOND COUDT,
BUT THE MISSION TO VWHICH THEY CALL US 1S A MOST DIFFICULT
QNE. EVON WHEN PRESSED BY THE DEMANDS OF INNER TRUTH
MEN DO NOT EASILY ASSUME THE TASK OF OPPOSING THEIR
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY, ESPECIALLY IN TIME OF WAR, NOR
DOES THE HUMAN SPIRIT MOVE WITHOUT GRI.EAT DIFFICULTY
AGAILNST ALL THE APATHY OF .CONFOI"{I;HST THOUG’HT WITHIN
ONI'S OV N BOS?IM AND IN THE SURROUNI;);PIG WORLD, MOREOVER
WHEN THE ISSUES AT HAND SEEM AS PERPLEXING AS THEY OFTEN
DO IN THE CASE OF THIS DREADFUL CONFLICT WE ARE ALVAYS
ON THE 'VERGE" OF BEING MESMERIZED BY UNCERTAINTY; BUT
WE MUST MOVE Oﬁ.

SOME OF US WHO HAVE ALREADY BEGUN TO

BL.EAX THE SILENCE OF THE NIGHT BAVE FOUND THAT THE
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CALLING TO SPEAK IS OFTEN 4 VOCATION OF AGONY, BUT

WE MUST SPEAK. WE MUST SPE/ K WITH ALL'. THE HUMILITY

THAT 1S APPROPRIATE TO OUR LIMITED VISION, BUT WE MUST

SPEAK. AND WIE MUST REJOICE AS WELL, FOR SURELY THIS

1S THE FIRST TIME IN QUR NATION'S HISTORY THAT A

SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF ITS RELIGIOUS LEADERS HAVE JCHOSEN

TO. . MOVE BEYOND THE PROPHESYING OF : SMCOTH PATRIOTISM

-4

TO TEI HIGH GRCUNDS. OF A FIRM DI SS ENT BASED UPON

t

THE MANDATES OF CONSCIENCE AND THE READING OF HISTORY,
PERHAPS A NEW SPIRIT IS RISING AMONG US. IF IT IS LET US
TRACE 176 MOVEMENTS WELL AND PRAY THAT OUR OWN

INNER BEING MAY BE SENSITIVE TO ITS GUIDANCE, FOR WE

ARE DEEPLY IN NEED OF A NEW WAY BEYOND THE DARKNESS



OVER TFE PAST TWQ YEARS AS I HAVE
MOVED TO BREAK THE BETRAYAL OF MY OWN SILENCES AND
TO SPEAK FROM THE BURNINGS OF MY OWN HEART, ASI HAVE
CALLED FOR RADICAL DEPARTURES FROM THE DESTRUCTION
OF VIET NAM, MANY PERSONS HAVE QUESTIONED ME ABOUT
THE WISDOM OF MY PATH., AT THE HEART OF THEIR CONCERNS

THIS QUERY HAS OFTEN LLOOMED LARGE AND LOUD: WHY ARE

JOINING THE VOICES OF DISSENT ? PEACE AND CIVIL RIGHTS
DON'T MIX, THLY SAY. AREN'T YOU HURTING THE CAUSE

OF YOUR PEOP‘LE, THEY ASK? AND WHEN I HCAR THEM,
THOUGH I OFTEN UNDERSTAND THE SOURCE OF THEIR CONCERN,
I AM NEVERTHELESS GREATLYSADDENED, FOR SUCH QUESTIONS
MEAN THAT THE INQUIRERS HAVE NOT REALLY KNOWN ME, MY

COMMITMENT OR MY CALLING, INDEZED, THEIR QUESTIONS
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SU(EGES'I‘ THAT THEY DO ROT KNOW THE WORLD IN WRHICH
THEY LIVE,

IN THE LIGHT OF SUCH TRAGIC MISUNDER-~
STANDING I DEEM IT OF SIGNAL IMPORTANCE TO TRY TO
STATE CLEARLY, AND I TRUST CONCISELY, WHY I BELIEVE
THAT THE PATH FROM DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH--

THE HHURCH IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA WUERE I BEGAN

r

.

MY PASTORATE~-LEADS CLEARLY TO THIS SANCTUARY TDIIGHT,
SINCE I AM A PREACHER BY TRADE, I SUPPOSE

IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT I HAVE SEVEN MAJOR REASONS

FOR BRINGING VIET NAM INTO THE FIELD OF MY MORAL

VISION, THERE IS AT THE OUTSET A VERY OBVIOUS AND ALMOST

FACILE CONNECTION BETWEEN: THE WAR IN VIET NAM AND

THE STRUGGLE I, AND OTHERS, HAVE BEEN WAGI

A FEVI [YEARS AGO THERE WAS A SHINING MOMENT IN THAT
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STRUGGLE., IT SEEMED ASIF THERE WAS A REAL PROMISE

OF HOPE T'OR THE POOR~~BOTH BLACK AND WHITE~~THROUCH

NEW BEGINNINGS. THEN CAME THE BUILD-UP IN VIET NAM
ANDI WATCHED THE PROGRAM BROKEN AND EVISCERATED

AS IF IT WERE SOME"™ IDLE POLITICAL PLAYTHING OF A
SOCIETY GONE MAD ON WAR, ANDI 3NE\V THAT AMERICA
WOULD.  NEVER INVEST THE NECESSARY FUNISS OR ENERGIES
IN REHABILITATION OF ITS POOR SO LONG AS ADVENTURES
LIKE VIET NAM CONTINUED TO DRAW MEN AND SKILLS AND
MONEY LIKE SOME DEMONIC DESTRUCTIVE SUCTION TUBE., SO
I WAS INCREASINGLY COMPELLED TO SKEE THE WAR AS AN ENEMY
OF THE POOR AND TO ATTACK IT AS SUCH,

PERHAPS THE MORE TRAGIC RECOGNITION OF

REALITY TOOX PLACE WHEN IT BECAME CLEAR TO ME THAT
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THE WAR WAS DOING FAR MORE THAN DEVASTATING THE
HOPES‘OF THE POOR AT HOME, IT WAS SENDING THEIR SONS
AND THEIR BROTHERS AND THEIR HUSBANDS TO FIGHT AND TO
DIE IN EXTRAORDINARILY HIGH PROPORTIONS RELATIVE TO

THE REST OF THE POPULATION. WE WERE TAKING THE BLACK
YOUNG MEN WHO HAD ‘BEEN CRIPPLED BY OUR SOCIETY AND
SENDING THEM 8, 000 MILES AWAY TO GUARANTEE LIBERTIES

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA WHICH THEY HAD NO'I; ’FOUi\ID IN SOUTHWEST
GEORGIA AND EAST HARLEM, SO WE HANE BEEN REPEATEDLY
FACED WITH THE CRUEL IRONY OF WATCHING NECGRO AND WHITE
"BOYS ON TV SCREENS AS THEY KILL AND DIE TOGETHER FOR

A NATION THAT HAS BEEN UNABLE TO SEAT THEM TOGETHER
IN THE SAME SCHOOLS, SO WE WATCH THEM IN BI;_:EIAL
SOLIDARITY BURNING TﬁEH UTS OF A POOR VILLAGE BUT WE

REALIZE THAT THEY WOULD NEVER LIVE ON THE SAME BLOCK

IN DETROIT. @I COULD NOT BE SILENT IN THE FACE OF SUCH



CRUEL MANIPULATION OF TIE PCOR,
MY THIRD REASON MOVES TO AN EVEN

DEEPER LEVEL OF AWARENESS, FOR IT GROWS OUT OF MY
D EXPERIENGE IN THE GHETTOS OF THE NORTH OVER THE LAST
o THREE YEARS--ESPECIALLY THE LAST THREE SUMMERS, AS
I HAVE WALKED AMONG THE DESPERATE, REJECTED AND
ANGRY YOUNG MEN I HAVE TOLD 'I‘HEM_TH_AT MOLOTOV COCKTAILS
e AND RIFLES WOULD NOT SOLVE THEIR PR@BLEMS. "1 HAVE
— TRIED TO OFFER THEM MY DEEPEST COMPASSION WHILE

MAINTAINING MY CONVICTION THAT SOCIAL CHANGE COMES

MOST MEANINGFULLY THROUCGH NON-VIOLENT ACTION, BUT

THEY ASKED--AND RIGHTLY SO--WHAT ABOUT VIET NAM?

(" THEY ASKED IF OUR OWN NATION WASN'T USING MASSIVE
A

. DOSES OF VIOLENCE TO SOLVE ITS PROBLEMS, TO BRING
:M. '
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ADOUT THE CHANGESIT WANTED, THEIR QUESTIONS HIT A

HOME, AND I KNEW THAT I COULD NEVER AGAIN RAISE MY

VOICE AGAINST THE I VIOLENCE OF THE CPPRESSED IN

THE GHETTOS WITHOUT HAVING FIBST SPOXKLN KKWLEARLY

TO THE GREATEST PURVEYOR OF VIOLENCE IN THE WORLD

BOYS, FOR THE SAKE OF THIS GOVERNMENT, FOR THE SAKE

OF TEE HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS TREMBLING UNDER OUR
- ¥

VIOLENCE, I CANNOT BE SILENT,

FOR THOSE WHO ASK THE QUESTION, "AREN'T

YOU A CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER?" AND THEREBY MEAN TO

"EXCLUDE ME FROM THE MOVEMENT FOR PFACE, I HAVE

THIS FURTHER ANSWER. IN 1957 WHEN A GROUP OF US FORMED

£~
L

tn

CHOSE AS OUR MOTTO: "TO SAVE THE SOUL OF AMERICA,"
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WE VWVERE CONVINCED THAT WE COULD NOT LIMIT OUR

VISION TO CERTAIN RIGHTS FOR BLACK PEOPLE, BUT INST‘EAD
AFFIRMED THE CONVICTION THAT AMERICA WOULD NEVER BE .
FREE OR SAVED FROM ITSELF UNLE{SS THE DESCENDANTS OF
ITS SLAVES WERE LOOSED COMPLETELY FROM THE SHACKLES
THEY STILL WEAR, IN A WAY WE WERE AGREEING WITH

LANGSTON HUGHES, THAT BLACK BARD OF HARLEM, WHO

HAD WRITTEN EARLIER:
-~ ¥

O, YES,
I SAY IT PLAIN,

AMERICA NEVER WAS AMERICA TO ME,
AND YET I SWEAR THIS OATH--

AMERICA WILL BE!

NOW, IT SHOULD BE INCANDESCENTLY

CLEAR THAT NO ONE WHO HAS ANY CONCERN FOR THE
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INTEGRITY AND LIFE OF AMERICA TODAY CANN IGNORE THE

POISONED, PART OF THE AUTOPRSYY. MUST READ VIET NAM,
IT CAN NEVER BE SAVED SO LONG AS IT DESTROYS T:IE
DEEPEST HOPES OF MEN THE WORLD OVER. SOIT IS THAT
THOSE OF US WHO ARE YET DETERMINED THAT AMERICA WILL

BE ARE LEAD DOWN THE PATH OF PROTEST AND DISSENT,

WORKING FOR THE HEALTH OF OUR LAND.

¥

- ¥

AS IF THE WEIGHT OF SUCH A COMMITMENT
TO THEX. LIFE AND HEALTH OF AMERICA WERE NOT ENOUGH,
ANOTHER BURDEN OF RESPONSIBILITY WAS PLACED UPON ME
IN 1964; AND I CANNOT FORGET THAT THE NOBEL PRIZE FOR
PEACE WAS ALSO A COMMISSION=-~ACOMMISSION TO WORK
HARDER THAN I I;IAD EVER WORKED BEFORE FOR “"THE

BROTHERHOOD OF MAN,'" THIS IS A CALLING THAT TAKES
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ME BEYOND NATIONAL ALLEGIANCES, BUT EVEN IF IT WERE

NOT PRESENT 1 WOULD YET HAVE TO LIVE WITH THE MEAI:TING

OF MY COMMITMENT TO THE MINISTRY OF JESUS CHRIST, TO ’

ME THE RELATIONSHIP OF THIS MINISTRY TO THE MAYING OF

PEACE IS €O OBVIOUS THAT 1 SOMETIMES MARVELAT  THOSE

WHO ASK ME WHY I AM SPEAKING AGAINST THE WAR, COULDIT

BE THAT THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT THE GOOD NEWS WAS MEANT FOR

ALL MEN=--FOR COMMUNIST AND CAPiTALIST, FOR THEIR

[
-

CHILDREN AND OURS, FOR BLACK AND FOR WHITH, FOR
REVOLUTIONARY AND CONSERVATIVE? HAVE THEY FORGOMTEN
E
THAT MY, MINISTRY IS IN OBEDIENCE TO THE #7319 ITHO LOVED
HIS ENEMIES SO FULLY THAT {E DIED FOR THEM? WHAT THEN

CANISAY TO THE VIET Cong OR TO CASTRO OR TOMAO AS A

DEATH OR MUST I NOT SHARE WITH THEM MY LIFE?
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FINALLY, ASI TRY TO DILINEATE I'OR YOU
AND ¥FOR MYSELF THE ROAD THAT LEADS FROM. MONTGOI\&ERY
TO THIS PLACE I WOULD HAVE OFFERED ALL THAT WAS MOST
VALID IF I SIMPLY SAID THAT I MUST BX TRUE TO L£‘£1£COI\TVICTION
THZT I SHARE WITH ALL MEN THE CALLING TO BE A SON OF
THE LIVING GOD. BEYOND THE CALLING OF RACE OR NATION
OR CREED IS THIS VOCATION OF SONSHIP AND BROTHERHOOD,
AND BECAUSE I BELIEVE THAT THE FA'i'HER 1S DEEPLY CON-

.2

CERNED ESPECIALLY FOR HIS 'JUFFERING AND HELFPLESS
AND OUT CAST CHILDREN, I COME TONIGHT TO SPEARK FOR THEM,

THIS I BELIEVE TO BE THE PRIVILEGE AND
THZEZ BURDEN OF ALL OF US WHO DEEM OURSELVES BOUND BY
ALLEGIANCES ARD LOYALTIES WHICH ARE BROADER AND

DEEPER THAN NATIONALISM AND WHICH GO BEEYOND OUR

NATION'S SELF-DEFINED GOALS AND POSITIONS, WE ARE
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CALLED TO SFEAK FOR THE WEAK, FOR THE VOICXLESS,

FOR THE VICTIMS OF OUR NATIOK AND FOR THOSE IT CALLS

THESE HUMANS ANY LESS OUR BROTHERS,

%

AND AS I PONDER THE MADNESS OF VIET NAM

AND SEARCH WITHIN MYSELF FOR WAYS TO UNDERSTAND AND

s - ! RESPOND IN CORIPASSION MY MIND GOES CONSTANTLY TO THE
S o
=>4 PEOPLE OF THAT PENINSULA, I SPEAK NQW NOT OF THZ=
——— SOLDIERS OF EACH SIDE, NOT OF THE IDEOLCOGIES OF THE
.‘.- N (
- “(. LIBERATION FRONT, NOT OF THE JUNTA IN SAIGON, BUT SIMPLY
OF THE PEQOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN LIVING UNDER THE CURSE OF
VAR FOR ALMOST THREE CENTINUOUS DECADES NOW. I THINK
f”,\; OF THEM TOD BECAUSE IT IS CLEAR TO ME THAT THERE WILL
R BE NO MEANINGFUL SOLUTION THERE UNTIL SOME ATTEMPT IS
g -
-. .i — o
MADE TO XNOVW THEM AND HEAR THEIR BROXEN CRIES,

WBPTTT CETL TR L UIn N s B e s A ARLT A s e b b S e e e e v rmn A om e s a e .
N ' - - -
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THEY MUST SEF. AMERICANS AS STRANGE
LIBERATORS., THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE PROCL‘;AIMED THEIR
OWN INDEPENDENCE IN 1945 AFTER A COMBINED FRENCH AND
JAPANESE OCCUPATION, AND BEFORE TrIE COMMUI\TIS'E_
REVOLUTION IN CHINA, THEY WERE LED BY HO CHI MINH,
EVEN THOUGH THEY QUOTED THE AMERICAN DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE IN THEIR OWN DOCUMENT OF FREEDOM, WE
RIEFUSED TO RECOGNIZE THEM, INSTEAI‘),J WE‘DECIDED TO
SUPPORT FRANCE IN ITS RE-CONQUEST OF HER FORMER COLdNY.

OUR GOVERNMENT FELT THEN THAT THE
VIETNAMESE PVEOPLE WERE NOT "READY" FOR INDEPENDENCE,
AﬁD WE AGAIN FELL VICTIM TO THE DEADLY WESTERN ARROGANCE
THAT HAS POISONED THE INTERNATIONAL ATMOSP_HERE FOR 50
LONG., WITH THAT TRAGIC D;ECISION WE REJECTED A

REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT SEEKING SELF-DETERMINA TION,

I R e T e e E LT
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AND A GOVERNMENT THAT HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED NOT BY
CHINA ({FOR WHOM THE VISTNAMESE HAVE NO GREAT LOVE}
BUT BY CLEARLY INDIGENQUS FORCES THAT INCLUDED SOME
COMMUNISTS. FOR THE PEASANTS THIS NEW GOVERNMENT

MEANT REAL LAND REFORM, ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT

NEEDS IN THEIR LIVES,

FOR NINE YEARS FOLLOWING 1945 WE DENIED

-

THE PEOPLE OF VIET NAM THE RIGHT OF INDEPENDENCE. FOR

.

NINE YEARS WE VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED THE FRENCH IN THEIR

ABORTIVE EFFORT TO RE-COLONIZE VIET NAM,

BEFORE THE END OF THEWAR WE WERE

MEETING 80% OF THE FRENCH WAR COSTS, EVEN BEFORE THE

FRENCH WERE DEFEATED AT DIEN BIEN PHU, THEY BEGAN TO

DESPAIR OF THEIR RECKLESS ACTION, BUT WE DID NOT, WE

ENCOURAGED THEM WITH OUR HUGE FINANCIAL AND MILITARY
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SUPPLIES TO CONTINUE THE WAR EVEN AFTER THEY HAD LOST
THE WILL, SOON WE WOULD BE PAYING -WLMOST THE FULL COSTS
OF THIS TRAGIC ATTEMPT AT RE-COLONIZATION,

AFT?R THE FRENCH WERE BEFEATED IT
LOOKED AS IF INDEPENDENCE AND LAND REFORM WOULD COME

AGAIN THROUGH THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS, BUT INSTEAD

THERE CAME THF

CA R P d ALYk

NOT UNIF'Y THE TEMPORARILY DIVIDED NATION, AND THE

- ¥
PEASANTS WATCHED AGAIN AS WE SUPPORTED ONE OF THE MOST
VICIOUS MODERN DICTATORS-~OUR CHOSEN MAN, PREMIER DIEM,
THE  PEASANTS WATCHED AND CRINGED AS DIEM RUTHLESSLY
ROUTED OUT ALL OCPPOSITION, SUPPORTED THEIE EXTORTIONIST
LANDLORDS AND REFUSED EVEN TO DISCUSS RE-UNIFICATION

WITH THE NORTH. THE PEASANTS WATCHED AS ALL THIS WAS

PRESIDED OVER BY U, S, INFLUENCE AND THEN BY INCREASING
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NUMBERS OF U. 5, TRODPS WHO CANLE TO HELP QUELL THE

INSURGENCY THAT DIEM'S METHODS HAD AROUSED, WHEN
DIEM WAS OVERTHROWN THE? MAY HAVE BEEN HAPPY, BUT
THE LONG LINE OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIPS SEEMED TO
OFFER NO REAL CHANGE--ESPECIALLY IN TERMS OF THEIR
NEED FOR LAND AND PEACE.
THE ONLY CHANGE CAMEFROM AMERICA AS

WE INCREASED OUR TROOP COMMITMENTS INl'SUPPORT OF
GOVERNMENTS WHICH WERE SINGULARLY CORKUPT, INEPT AND
WITHOUT POPULAR SUPPORT. ALL THE WHILE THE PEOPLE
READ OUR LEAFLETS AND RECEIVED REGULAR PROMISES OF
PEACE AND DEMOCRACY=--AND LAND REFORM, NOW THEY LANGUISH
UNDER OUR BOMBS AND CONSIDER US--NOT THZIR FELLOW

VIETNAMESE-~THE REAL ENEMY. THEY MOVE SADLY AND
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THEIR FATEHERS INTO CONCENTRATION CAMPS WHERE

e

MINIMAL SOCIAL NELDS ARE RARELY MET., THEY KNOVW
THEY MUST MOVE OR BE DESTROYED BY OURBOMBS, S5O
THEY GO~-PRIMARILY WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND THE AGED.,
THEY WATCH AS WIE POISON THEIR WATER, AS
f-
WE DILL A MILLION ACRES OF THEIR CRCPS, THEY MUST WEEP
AS THE BULLDOZERS ROAR THROUGH THEIR AREAS PREPARING

TO DESTROY THE PRECIOUS TREES, THEY WANDER INTO

'
J

THE HOSFITALS, WITH AT LEAST 20 CAS‘UALTIES FROM AMERICAN
FIREPOWER FOR ONE VIETCONG-INFLICTED INJURY., SO FAR

WE MAY HAVE KILLED A MILLION OF THEM-~-MOSTLY CHILDREN,
THEY WANDER INTO THE TOWNS AND SEE THOUSANDS OF THE
CHILDREN, HOMELESS, WITHOUT CLOTHES, RUNNING IN PACKS
ON THE STREETS LINE ANIMALS., THEY SEE THE CHILDREN
DEGRADED BY OUR SOLDIERS AS THEY BEG FOR FOOD., THEY

SEE THE CHILDREN SELLING THEIR SISTERS TO OUR SOLDIERS,
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SOLICITING FOR THEYR MOTHERS.

WHAT DO THE PEASANTS THINK AS WE ALLY
OURSELVES WITH THE LANDLORDS AND AS WE REFUSE TO
PUT ANY ACTION INTO OUR MANY WORDS CONCERNING LAND
REFORM? WHAT DO THEY THINK AS WE TEST OUT OUR LATEST
¥EAPONS ON THEM, JUST AS THE GERMANS TESTED OUT NEW
MEDICINE AND NEW TORTURES IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS
OF EUROPE? WHERE ARE THE ROOTS OF THE INDEPEN@ENT
VIET NAM WE CLAIM TO BE BUILDING? IS IT AMONG THESE

Ve
VOICELESS ONES?
WE HAVE DESTROYED THEIR TWO MOST

CHERISHED INSTITUTIONS: THE FAMILY AND THE VILLAGE.
WE HAVE DESTROYED THEIR LAND AND THEIR CROPS., WE

HAVE COOPERATED IN THE CRUSHING OF THE NATION'S ONLY

NON~COMMUNIST REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL FORCE--THE

-
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UNIFIED BUDDIST CHURCH., WE HAVE SUPPORTED THE

LIBERATORS!

NOW THERE 1S LITTLE LEFT TO BUILD ON--
SAVE BITTERNESS. SOON THE ONLY SOLID PHYSICAL FOUNDA TIONS
REMAINING WILL BE FOUND ATG our  MILITARY BASES AND IN
THE CONCRETE OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS WE CALL

By .

FORTIFIED HAMLETS, THE PEASANTS MAY WELL WONDER IF
WE PLAN TO BUILD OUR NEW VIET NAM ON SUCH GROUNDS AS
THESE? COULD WE BLAME THEM FOR SUCH THOUGHTS? WE
MUST SPEAK FOR THEM AND RAISE THE QUESTIONS THEY CANNOT
RAISE, THESE TOO ARE OUR BROTHERS.

PERHAPS THE MORE DIFFICULT BUT NO LESS

NECESSARY TASK IS TO SPFAK FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN

DESIGNATED AS OUR ENEMIES, WHAT OF THE NATIONAL
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-LIBERATION FEONT--THAT STRANCGELY AROZIY MOUS GROUP

WE CALL VC OR COMMUNISTS? WHAT MUST THEY THINK OF

THE REPRESSION AND CRUELTY OF DIEM WHICH HELPED TO
BRING TEEM INTO BEING AS A RESISTANCE GROUP IN THE
SOUTH? WHAT DO THEY THINK OF OUR CONDONING THE
VIOLENCE WHICH LED TO THEIR OWN TAKING UP OF ARMS?
HOW CAN THEY BELIEVE IN OUR IN’TEGI?I;I‘Y "’W'HEI\? NOW WE

SPEAK OF "AGGRESSION FROM THE NORTH" AS IF THERE WERE

NOTHING MORE ESSENTIAL TO THE WAR? HOW CAN THEY TRUST

MURDEROUS REIGN OF DIEM, AND-GHARGE-FHEMAIHIFVIGCLENCE
-APTER-THE MORDEROQUS.REIGN QI DIEM, AND CHARGE THEM
WITH VIOLENCE WHILE WE POUR EVERY NEW WEAPON OF

DEATH INTO THEIR LAND? SURELY WE MUST UNDERSTAND THEIR
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FEELINGS EVEN IF WE DO NOT COCNDONRE THEIR ACTIONS,
SURELY WE MUST SEE THAT THE MEN WE SUPPORTED PRESSED
THEM TO THEIR VIOLENCE, SURELY WE MUST SEE THAT OUR _
OWN COMPUTERIZED PLANS OF DESTRUCTION SIMPLY DWARF

THIZR GREATEST ACTS,
HOW DO THEY JUDGE US WHEN OUR OFFICIALS KMNOW
THAT THEIR MEMBERSHIP IS LESS THAN 25 PER CENT COMMUNIET

A ND:  YET INSIST ON GIVING THEM THE BLANKET NAME Y

*

- 7

WHAT MUST THEY BE THINFKING WHEN THEY KNOW THAT WE }-.RE
AWARE OF THEIR CCNTROL OF MAJOR SECTIONS OF VIET NAM
AND YET WE APPEAR READY TO ALLOW NATIONAL ELECTIONS
IN WHICH THIS HIGHLY ORGANIZED POLITICAL PARALLEL
GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE NO PART? THEY ASKX HOW WE CAN
SPEAK OF FREEL ELECTIONS WHEN THE SAIGON PRESS IS
CENSORED AND ¢ CONTROLLED BY THE MILITARY JUNTA, AND

THEY ARE SURELY RIGHT TO WONDER WHAT KIND OF NEW
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GOVERNMENT WII PLAN TO HELP FORM WITHQOUT THEM-~-

THE ONLY PARTY IN REAL TOUCH WITH THI PEASANTS, THEY

QUESTION OUR POLITICAL GOALS AND THEY DrLNY THE REALITY

V‘\ OF A PEACE SETTLEMENT FROM WHICH THEY WILL BE

&-ﬁ/ _ .

- EXCLUDED, THEIR QUESTIONS ARE FRIGHEENINGLY RELEVANT,
i ‘ IS OUR NATION PLANNING TO BUILD ON POLITICAL MYTH AGAIN

AND THEN SHORE I.T UP WITH THE POWER OF NEW VIOLENCE.?

~
k. HERE IS THE TRUE MEANING AND VALUE OF
&r‘ i y
" COMPASSION AND NON-VIOLENCE WHEN IT HELPS US TO SEE
; THE ENEMY'S POINT OF VIEW, TO HEAR HIS QUESTIONS, TO KNOW
o
=2 { HIS ASSESSMENT OF OURSELVES. FOR FROM HIS VIEW WE MAY

INDEED SEE THE BASIC WEAKNESSES OF OUR OWN CONDITION,
ANDIF WE ARE MATURE, WE MAY LEARN AND GROW AND PROFIT

FROM THE WISDOM OF THE BROTHERS WHO ARE CALLED THE

OPPOSITION,

SO, TOO, WITH HANOI. IN THE NORTH, WHERE
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IN BANOI ARE THI MEN WHO LED THE NATION TO INDEPENDENCE
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AGATIST THE JAPANIESE AND THE ¥FRENCH, 7777000 el
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LUTTLETITOI, THE MEN VIO SOUGHT MEMBEREHIP IN THE
———
FRENCH COMMONYEALTH AND WERE BRETRAYED BY THE

-

i‘* -'( WEAKITESS OF PARIS AMD THE VWILFULNIESS CF THE CCLOMNIAL
ANMIES, IT WAS THEY WHO LED A SECOND STRUGGLE AGATIST

) FRENCH DOMINATION AT TREMENDOUS CCSTS, AND THEN

D WERE PERSUADED TO GIVE P UP THE LAND TilY CONTROLLED

£ o N

:.a:'_:ﬂ BETVEEN THE 13th AND 17th PARALLEIL AS A TEMPCRARY

MEACULFRE AT CENEVA, AYTER 195& TH VWATCHED US

Y

CORSPINT WITE DIZM 70 PREVANT TLECTIONS WHICH WVOJLD

AT YTl AT L L % e R me e et an miee e e e e n
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Uiy TED VITT INAN, AND THEY NEALIL
BETRAYED AGAIN,

VHAEM VR ASOVWHY THEY 2O NOT LEAY 10O
MNECOTIATE THE‘SI" THINGS MUST BE RENMEMDERED, ALSOIT
MUST BE CLEAR THAT THE LEADERS OF HANOI COMNSIDERED

TIE PRESENCE OF AMERICAN TRODOPS IN SUPPCQAT OF THE

DM REGIME TO HAVE RBEEN THE INI ’I‘I_AL M1 LITAI’»Y LRESCH

RT3

- 7
Of THEL GLANEVA AGREXMENTS CONCIERNING PFORILGH TRCOPS,
AND THEY REMIND US THAT TiHEY DID NOT BEGIN TO SEND IN

ANY LARGE NUMI3ER OF SUPPLIES OR MEN UNTIL AMERICAN

FORCES IAD MOVIED! INTO TH.. TERS OF THOUSANDS,

HANOI REMEMBERS HOW OUR LEADERS REFUSTD

VIETNAMESE OVERTURES FOR PEACE , HOV THE PIx DIDIENT
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CLAIT f’i‘ MONE EXISTISD VWIIRD MY HAD CLEARLY

EEWN MADLLZ, IO CHI MINTI HAS WATCHZID AS AMERICS HAD

i N

o

AL & 2

SPOLRIEN OF PEACE AND BUILT UP ITS FCRCES, AND KOW HI
HAS SURELY HEARD THE INCREASING INTERRATIONAL RUMORS

w

OF ARTERICAN PLLANS FOR AN INVASION OF THE NORTH, HE

KNOVWE THE BOMIING AND SHELLING AND MINIIIG WE ARE DOLIIG
ARE PART OF TRADITIONAL PRE-INVASION STRATEGY. PLREAPS
'\?y ONLY IS SENEZ OF HUMOR AND OF IRONY CAN SAVf{f HIM VHEN
(A“ | I HEARS THE MOST RIS POWERFUL NJ.‘ TiON OF THE VVORLD
: ' ,

. v
SPELKING OF AGGRT SC"J.O AS 1T DROPS THOUSANDSE O Z0MBS

ON A POOR VWEAK NATION MORE THAN &, 000 MILES AVVAY TROM

f{ ITS SHORES.
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1LV O TRIND Y THESLE LAGT TR MNIRUTIES TO CGIVL BNQICT O LD
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VOXCELZIS O VISWHIM JUuln 0 UHLERSUMNID TPk ARGULE
Wi0 ALD CALLLD EXENY, I Al AS DEEPLY COLCLINED ABOUT GUR CTF
TROODS THRERE AS RRYTIZFEG LLSE., 700 IV CUCURS DO MY WHAT VL.

WE ARE SUDMHITTING THEID TO In VIETJRML 15 NWOT SIMPLY Thk BRUTILIZI

PRCCLSESS THAT COZL G Ih AY UAR VHERE ARNIES FACE EACH OTHZIR
WD SEII O DEETOY. WI ARE ADPLING CYNICIEM TO THE PROCESS

CF DELTH, FOR PULY MNUST NC7 ASImi A BHCRT PERICD THIARD TdLY

&

TC Bz FIGHTING FOR ARE RGALLY

Pt

NCiiZ OF THL THILGS WE CLAIN
INVOLVEL,., BEPFORE LGHNG THLY MUSYT KNOW 1ELT TIEIR GOVERNMERT
HLS SENT ThEM INTO A STRUCGLE 70RGC VIDTMAMESE, AND THE MOLE

PHISTICATED SURELY REALILT THAT WE ARE 6N TiE SIDE OF

N
O

-

IELLTEY AMD THE SECURT VWHILE WE CREATE A IELL FOR THZ POGR.

(J'}

SOMEHCY THIS FADHESS MUST. €0ASI. WE MUST STOP NG,
I SPEAK 7.5FA CHILD OF COD Z.ND BROUHER TO TRE SUFFERING PCOR
Or VIETIFIL. I SYEAXK FOR THOSE WiICS5E LAND IS BEING LAID VIAEYE,

WHOSE HOUES ARE BEING DILSTROYED, WHOST CULTURE IS BIZING EULVIRTYZ

B

I sperX FGL THZ POOR 0P ANEERICA WHO AREZ PARYING THE DCGUBLZ

HJ

VIETHAM. I 8PZAY RS L CITIYZZN OF THE VWORLD, FOR TPHE WOLLD AL
IT STANDS AGHAET AT WFE PATH ¥WE HAVE TAVEN. I SPEAK AS AN
ALTZRICAYN TO THD LEADIERS O MY O UATION. THE GREAY INITIATIVI

IN TEIS VAR IS OURS. THE INITILTIVE TO &T0¥ 1T MUST BI OURS.

nl

THIS Y& W% HESSAGE OF THE CREAT BHULDIST LEADERS
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Il ORDER TO ATONL FOR OUn Siu?
VIEWYLGND, VE SHOULD TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN BRIVGEIRG A
ILLT TO THIS TRAGIC WAR. T WOLLD LIKI WO SUGGEHREY FIVI
COHCRETE THINGS TUAT OUR GOVIRNMNINT ZUOULD DO IMIIEDIATELY
TO DEGIN THE LONG AND DIFFICULT PROCESS OF EXTRICRTING
OURSELVES FROM THIS LIGHETWARISH CONFLICT:

1. END ALL BOUBING I RORTIL AND SOUUN VIETIALM

2. DICLZRE A UlI.TL.—-"-.'l'EE‘iE‘:I. CBP.SJFJ-FIIZ}; IN THRL NoyZ
TiAT SUCH ACTICHN WILL CRIATE THE ETMOSTIFRD 1""(321 HECOTIANTICH.

3. TARID IMMEDIATE SYIPIE T0 PRIVINT OTHIR
BATTLEGROUNDS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA BY CURTAILING OUR MNILITARY
BUILD-UP Il TUMILRGD AND OUR INTERIERENCE IR LnO5.

4. REALISTICALLY ACCETDT THE PACT THAL TBE
NATIOLAL LIBERATION FRONT HAS SULSTANTIAL SUPPORT 1 £0UTH
VIETHAM AMND MUST THEREBY PLAY A ROLE IN ANY MpANHNINGIUL
BNECOTIATIONS AND IN ANY FUTURE VIETHAM COVIRLIENT.

5. SET A DATE THAT WZ WILY RZHOVE LY FORUICGH

THROORS FROM VIETNAM IN ACCORDAUCE WITH THR 185

U
(9]
1o
1
s’
<
ot

AGREZNENT.



¢ T o

PARYT OF OUR ORCGOINGC COMAITMENT MICHT WILL
"EXPRESS ITSELF IN AN OFFER TO GRANT ASYLUIl TO ANY VIETIIZMESE

WHO FEARS FOR HIS LIFE UNDER A NEW REGIHE WHICE INCLULLD

THE LIBERATION FROMT. THEN WE MUST MSKE WHAT REFARATIONS

a

WE CAN FOR THE DAMAGE WE HAVE DONE. WE MUST PROVIDE THE
MEDICAL AID THAT IS RADLY NEEDZID, MARING IT AVAILLELE IN
THIS COUNTRY IF NECESSARY,

| QEANWHILE WE IN THE CHURCHES AND SYNAGOGUELS
HAVE A CONTINUING TASK VWHILE WE URGE OUR GOVERNMENT ~TO
DISENRGAGE ITSELF FROM A DISCRACEFUL COMMITHUENT. WE MUST
CONTINUE TC RAISE OUR VOICES AND 6UR LIVLS IF OUR NATION-
PERSISTS IN ITS PERVERSE WAYS'IR VIET§AM. WE MUST BE
PREPARED TO MATCH RCTIONS WITH VORDS éY SéEKING CUT EVERY
CREATIVE MEANS OF PROTEST POSSIBLE.

AS WE COUNSEL YOURG MEN CONCLERNING MILITARY

SERVICE VWE MUST CLARIFY FOR THEM OUR NATION'S ROLE IN
VIETNAM AND CHALLENGE THEM WITH THE ALTERRATIVE OF
CONSCIENTICUS OBJECTION, I AM PLLEASED TO SAY THAT THIS
IS THE PATH KOW BEING CHOSEN BY MORE THANM SEVERTY STUDENTS
AT MY OWN ALMA MATER, MOREHOUSE COLLEGE, AND I RICOMMERD
IT TO ALL WHO FIND THE AMERICAN COURSE IN VIETNAM A
DISHONOURABLE AND UNJUST ONE. MOREGVER I WOULD EUCCURAGE

ALL MINISTERS OF DRATT AGE TO GIVI UP THEIR MINISTERIAL
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EXPIMPTIONS AND SEDK STATUS AS CORSCIERTIOUS OBJECTORS.
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WL ARE AT THE MOMENT WHREN CUR LIVES MUST NE PLACED O THE
LINE IF OUR NATION XIS %0 SURVIVE ITS OWN FOLLY. EVERY_NAN
OF HUMANE CONVICTIONS MUST DECIDE Ol THE FROTEST THAT DEST
SUITS HIS CONVICTIONS, LUT WE MUST ALL PROTLEST,

TF RE IS SOMETHING SEDUCTIVELY TEMPTING AZOUT
STOPPING THERE AND SENDING US ALL OFF ON WHAT IN SOME
CIRCLES HAS BECOME A POPULAR CRUSADE AGAINST THE WAR IN

VIETRA2M, I SAY WE MUST ENTER THAT STRUGGLE, BUT I WISH

-3
e
(19}

0 ON NOW TO S2Y SOMETHING EVEN MORE DISTURBING
WAR IN VIETNAM IS BUT A SYMPTOM.OF A FAR DEEPER FALADY
WITHIN THE AMERICAN SPIRIT, éND IF!FE IENORE THIS SOBERING
REALITY W& WILL FIRD OURSELVES ORGANIZING CLERGY ARD |
LAYMEN CONCERNED COMMITTEES FOR THL NEXT GENERATICN. THIY
WILL BE CONCERNZD ABOUT GUATAMALA AND PERU. THEY WILL EE
CONCERNED AROUT THAILAND AND CAMBODIA. THEY WILL BE
CONCERNED ALOUT MOZAMBIQUE AND SCUTH AFRICA. VE WILL

BE MARCHING FOR THESE AND A DOZEN OTHER KAMDES ARD ATTERDING
RALLIES WITHOUT END UITLZESS THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT AND
PROFOUND CHANGE IN AMERICAN LIFE AND POLICY. SUCH TIHOUGHTS

TAKE US BEYOND VIETHAM, BUT NOT BEYOXD OUR CRLLING AS SO0

OF THE LIVING GOD.

IN 1857 A SENSITIVE AMERICAN OFFICIAL OVERSEAS

RTTH ems et e T e Rk W v R A W v s e
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SAID THAT IT SEELNED TO HIM THLT QUR MNATION WAS ON TH
YRONG SIDE O A WORTD NEFQOLUTION. DURING TiE PLST 10
YEARS WE HAVE SLEL BMEDCGE A PATTEIN OF SUPPRALSSION WIIICIH
NOW HAS JUSTIFIED THE PLESENCE OF U.S. MILITARY "ADVISORS®
IN VENEZUALA, THIS HUEZEZD TO MAINMTALIN SCCILL STABILITY FOR
OUR INVESTHENTS ACCOUNTS FOR TUE COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY
ACWIOY Or hH%RICLH FORCES IN GURTIEMALN. IT TELLS VHY
AMERICAN BILICOTTENS ARD BETHG USED AGAINST GUERILLAS IN
COLOMBIA AND WEY Ai‘“IICAN NAPALM AND GRSEN BERET FORCES HAVE
ALREADY BEEN ACTIVE AGAILST REDULS IN PERU. IT IS WITH
SUCH ACTIVITY IN MIND Ti’aT TIHE WORDS‘ OF THE LATE JOHN F.
KENMEDY COME BACK TO HAUNT US. FIVE YEARS AGO HE SAID,
"THOSE HHO MAKE PULACERUL REVOLUTION-EMPdSSIBiE WILL MLKE
VIOLENT REVOLUTION IKEVITABLE."

INCREASINGLY, BY CHOICE OR BY ACCIDENT, THIS
IS THE ROLE OUR NATION EAS TAKEN--THE ROLZ OF THOSE WHO
MAKE PEACEFUL REVCLUT-CR IPCSSIBLE BY REFUSING TC GIVE
UPr THE PRIVILEGES AND TiHE PLEASURLS THAT COME FROM THE
IMMENSE PROFITS OF CVESSTi 3 INVESTHMINT.

A TRUE REVOLUTION OF VALUE WILL SOON CAUSE US
TO QUZSTION THE FAIRMESZ AND JUSTITE OF MANY OF OUR PAST
AND PRESENT PCLICIES. OX THE ONI EAND WE ARE CALLED T0
PLAY THE GOOD SANARITAN OF LIFZ'S ROADSIDE; BUT THAT WILL

BE ONLY AN INITIAL ACT. ONE DAY WI HMUST COME TO SED THAT




TIHE WIOLE JERICO RCAD MUST BE TRANSFORMED S50 THAT MDBH
AlD VOMLI WILL OT B COHSTANTLY EE%TEQ LNHD ROBIDED "AS

T OTHEY IIKE THZIR d URNEY ON LIFE'S HIGHWAY. TRUE COMPASSICH
IS MORE THAN FLINGING A COIN TO A REGGAR; IT IS NOT
HAPHAZARD AND SUPERI'ICIAL. IT COMIS TO SEE THAT AN
EDIFICE WHICH PRODUCES BEGGARS NEEDS RE-~STRUCTURING. A
TRUE RﬁVOLGTIOH OF VALUZS WILL SCOI LOOK UNEASILY ON THE
GLRRING CONTRAST CGF POVERTY AND WEALTH. WITH RIGHTEOUS
INDIGRATION, IT WILL LOCK AKRCROSS THE SEAS ARD SLE
INDIVIDUAL CAPITALIYISTS OF TUE WEST INVESTING HUGE SUMS
OF MONLEY IN ASIA, AFRICA AND SOUTH AMERICA, OHLY TO TAKE
TﬁF PRGFITS OUT WITH NO CONCERN fOR THE SOCIAL RBRETTERMERT
OF TilE COUNTRIES, AND SAY: JTHIS ISaNOT JUST."™ IT WILL
LOOX AT OUR ALLIANCE WITH THE LAWNDED GENéRY OF LATIN
AMERICA AND SAY: "TiHIS IS ROT JUST." THE WESTERN
ARROGANCE OF FEELING THAT IT HAS EVERYTHING TC TEACH
OTEERS AND NOTHING TO LEARN FROM THEM IS NOT JUST. A TRUE
REVOLUTION COr VALUZSS WILL LAY HAMNDS Oﬁ THE WarLD ORDER AND
SAY OF WAR: "THIS WAY CF SETTLING DIFFERENCES IS NOT SJUST."
THIS BUSIKESS OF BURNING HUIAN BEINGS WITH NAPALM, OF
FILLING OUR NATION's-homes with orphans and widOwWs, OF
INJECTING POISONOUZ DRUGS OF HATE INTO THE VEINS OF PZCPLES
NORMALLY HUMANE, OF SENDING MEN HOME FROM DARK AND BLOODY

BATTLEFIELDS PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPZED AND PSYCEOLOGICALLY

LI L T T O
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DERANGED, CANKOT BE RECONCLIZD WITH WISDOM,JUSTICE, AUD

LOVE, PATICH THAT COWNTIHURS YEAR AFYEZR YEAR TO SPIND

t“

FORE MOUEY Ol NMILITARY DIFENSE THAN ON PROGRAMS OF SOCIA
UPLIFT IS APPROACHING SPIRITUAL DEATH.

AMERICA, THE RICHEST AND MCST POIERFUL KATION

P

I THE WORLD, CAN WELL LEAD THE WaY IN THIS REVCLUTION OF
VALUES. THE?E IS NOTHING, EXCEPT A TRAGIC DEATH wWisHi, TO
PREVENT US FRO: RE~ORDZRING QUR PRIORITIES, SO THAT TEHE
PURSUIT OF¥ PEACE WILL TARB PRECEDENCE OVER THE PURSUIT

OF WAR. THCRE IS NOTHING TO KEEP US FROM MOLDING A

RECALCITRANT STATUS~-QUO WITH BRUISED HFANDS UNTIL WE HAVE

FASHIOWED IT INTO A BROTHERHOCD. -
THIS KIND OF POSITIVE REVOLUT;ON OF VALUES
IS OUR BEST DIFENSE AGAINST COLH%&IéM. WAR IS KROT TiZ

AITSWER. COMMUNISM WILL NEVER BE DEFEATED BY THE USE OF
ATOMIC BOMBS OR NUCLEAR WEAPONS. LEf US NOT JOIN THOSE
WHO SHOUT WAR AND THRCUGH THEIR MISGUIDED FASSIONS URGE

THE UNITED STATES TO RELIRQUISH ITS PARTICIPATION I THE
UNITED NATIONS. THESE \RE DAYS WHICH DEMAND WISE RESTRAINT
AND CALM REASONABLENESS., WE MUST NOT CALJL EVERYOQUE A
COMMUNIST OR AN APPEASER WHO ADVOCATES THE SEATING OF

RED CHINA IN THE UNITED MATIONS AND WHO RECOGNIZES TIAT

=

THE FINAL ANSWERS TO THE PRORLEM

s

HYSTERIA. ARE NO’

OF THOSE TURZULENT DAYS., WE MUST NOT ENGAGE IN A NEGATIVE

N o T T T e T e i e g T T A T TR Y B I M e e me) L mm e gk mameam e 4 a
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ANTI-COMMUNIEH, BUT RATITR IN A PFOSITIVE THRUST FOR
wDEHOCRACY, REALIZING THAT OUR GREATEST DEFEUSE AGAiNST
COMHMULISH IS TO %w2ALE OFFENSIVE ACTION IN BLHALY OF JUSTICE.
WE MUST WITi POSITIVE ACTION SELK TO RELOVE THOSE COHDITIONS
OF POVERTY, INSLCURITY AlND IHJUSTICE WIIICH ARE THE FERTILE
SOIL IN WHISH THE SEED Cr COMMUNISH CGROWS AND DEVELOPS..
THESE ARE REVOLUTIONARY TIMES. ALL OVER THE
GLOBE HEH.ARE REVOLTING AGAINST OLD SYSTEMS OF EXPLOITA&ION
AND OFPRESSION AND OUT OF THL WCMBS OF A FRAIL WORLD
NEW SYSTEMS OF JUSTICE AND EQUALITY AREZ BEING BORN. THE
SHIRTLESS AND BAREFOOT PEOPLE OF THE LAND ARE RISING UP AS
NEVER BEFORE. "THE PEOPLE Wi0 SAT IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN
A GREAT LIGHT." WE IN THE WEST §U8T$SUPPDRT THOSE REVOLUTIC:
IT IS A SAD FACT YHAT, BECAUSE OF COMFORT, COMPLACENCY,
A MORBID FPEAR OF COMNMUNISHM, AND OUR PRONENESS TO AD&UST
TO INJUSTICE, THE WESTLRN NATIONS THAT INITIATED SO MUCH
OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT OF THE MODERN FORLD HAVE NOY
BECOME THE ARCH ANTI-REVOLUTIONARIES. THIS HAS DRIVEW
MANY TO FEEL THAT ONLY ARXISM HAS THE REVOLUTIONARY
SPIRIT. THEREFORE, COM:UNISM IS A JUDGHMENT AGAINST OUR
FAILURE TO MAKE DEMOCRACY REAL AND FOLLOW THROUGH O THE
REVOLUTIONS THAT WE INITIATED, OUR ONLY ROPE TODAY LIES
IN OUR ABILITY TO RECAPTURE THE REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT AND

GO OUT INTO A SOMESTIMES HOSTILE WORLD DECLARING ETERNAL
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HOSTILITY 20 POVERTY, RACISH, AND MILITARIZH. WI&H THIS
POWZRFUL COMMITHMENT WE SHALL BEOLDLY CHALLZUGE THE éT"TLL
QUO AND UNJUST MCRLES AUD THEREZY SPEED THE DAY WHEN
"EVERY VALLEY SHALL BF EXALTED, AND EVERY MOUHTAIN AND.
HILL SHALL BE MADE LO5T:* AlD TUE CROOXED SHALL BE MADE
STRAIGHT AND THI ROUCH PLACES PLAIM,"
A GERUINE REVOLUTION -:OF VALUES MEANS IN THE

FINAL AHALYSIS THAT OUR LOYALTIES MUST BECOME ECUMNENICAL
RATHER THAN SECTIOWALL, EVERY NATION MUST NOW DEVLLOP AW
OVERRIDING LOYALTY TO MANKIND AS A WHOLE IN ORDER TO
XESERVE TilE BEST IN THEIR YNDIVIDUAL SOCIETIES.

THIS CARLL FOR A WORLDWIDE FELLOWSHIP THAT
LIFTS NEIGIHBORLY COUCERN ﬁEYOND»?NE'g TRIBE, RACE, CLASS
ZND KARION IS IN REALITY A CRLL FOR AN ALL-EMBRACING AID
URCONDITIONAL LOVE FOR ALL MEN., THIS OFT MISUNDIRETOOD
AND MISINTERPRETED CONCEPT SO RTADILY DISKISSED BY THE
NIETZSCHES OF THE WORLD AS A WEAK AND COMARDLY FORCE-f
HAS HCi BECOME AN ABSOLUTE NECESSITY FOR TiE SURVIVAL OF

MAll. WHEN I SPEAX OF LOVE I AM NOT SPEAKING OF SOME

FORCE WHICH ALL OF THE GREAT RELIGIQONHS BAVE SEIN AS THE
SUFREME UNIFTYING PRIDCIPLE OF LIFE. LOVE IS SOMHELOW THE

KEY THEAT UNLOCHS THE DOOR WIHICH LEADS TO ULTIMATE REALITY.
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THIS HINDU-OSLIII-CHRISTIAN-JEWISH-BUDDHIST BELIEF AROUT
ur .
EAGTIFULLY SUMMID/IN THE FIRSY EPISTLE

il
0
w

ULTINATE RUALITY

OF SAINT JOiN:

LET U5 1. VE OHE ANOTHER; FOR LOVE IS
.GOD AND EVERYCHE THAT LOVETH IS BORN OF
GOL AND REOVZTH GOIr., BE THAT LOVETH NOT
KNOWETH HOT‘GOD; FOR CGOD ld LOVE. IF

WE LOVE ONE AKOTEER, GOD DnﬂLLhiﬁ IN US,

AND HIS LOVL IS PERFECTED IN US.

LET US HOPE THAT THIS SPIRIT WILL BECOME THE
ORDER OF TilE DAY. ZHZUIX WE CAN NO LONGER AFFORD 7TO
WORSHIP THE GOD OF HATE OR ROY BEFOREVTME ALTLR OF
RETALIATION. THE OCERNS OF HISTOi&!ARE ADE TURBULENT DY
THE EVERRISING TIDES OF HATE. MHISTORY IS CLUTTERED WITH

THE WRECKAGE OF NATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS THAT PURSUED TEIS
SELF-DZFEATING PATH OF HATE. AS APNOLD TOYNBEE SAYS:
*LOVE 15 THE ULTIMATE FORCE THAT MA&LS.FOR THE SAVING
CHOICE OF LIFE AND GOOD GAINST THE DAMNING CHOICH Or
DEATH AND CVIL. THERLFORE THE FIRST HOPE IN OUR INVERTORY
MUST BE THE HOPE THAT LOVE IS GOING TO HAVE THE LAST WORD.™
WE ARE NOW FACED WITH THE FACT THAT TOMORROW
IS TODAY. WE ARE CONFRONTED WITH THE FIERCE URGENRCY O

NOW. IN THIS UNFOLDING CONUNDRUM OF LIFE AND HISTORY

e L



TIZRE IS SUCH A THIIG A5 BLING T20 LAY PROCTA S’IIZu.TIOH
IS STILL THE THIEPF OF TIME. LIFE OFTEN LEAVES US

STANDING EBARD, N?u\., AND DLSECTED WITH A LOST OPPORTUNITY.

wn
2
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jwl
Q
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7
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3

EIIATN
ES

NOT REMAIN AT THE
FLOOD; IT EBBS. WE MAY CRY OUT DESPERATELY FOR TIME TD
PLUSE IN HER PASSAGE, BUT TIME IS DEAF TO EVERY PLEA AND
RUSHES ON, ’O‘JER THE BLEACHED EQC:ES AND JUMBLED RESIDUE
OF NUMEROUS CIVILIZATIONS ARE WRITTEN THE PATHETIC WORDS:
“T0C0O LATE.™ THERE IS AN INVISIBLE BOOK OF LIFE THAT
FAITHFULLY RECORDS.OUR VIGILANCE OR QUR NEGLECT. “THE

MOVING FINGER WRITES, AND HAVILNG i'*{l"l' MOVES ON...." WE

P"‘l

STILL HAVE A CHOICE TODAY: NONvViO'LE‘rIT CO-EXISTERCE OR

VICLEST CO-ANNIHILATION, ok

E MUST MOVE PAST IADECISION 0 ACTION. WE
MUST FIND NEW WAYS TO SPERK FOR PEACE IN VIETHAM AND JUSTICE
THROUGHOUT THE DEVELOPING WORLD--A WORLD THAT BORDERS OR
OUR DOORS. IF WE DO NOT ACT WE SHALL SURELY BE DRAGGED
DOVN THE LONG DARK AND SHAMEPUL CCRRIDORS OF TIME RESERVED
FOR THOSE WHO POSSESS PCi¥ 'R WITHOUT CONPASSION, MIGHT
WITHOUT MORALITY, AND STRENGTH WITHODT SIGHT.

NOW LET US BEGIN. NOW LEY US REDEDICATE
OURSELVES TO THE LONG AND BITTLR--BUT BEAUTIFUL~-STRUGGLE
FOR A NEW WORLD. THIS IS THE CALLING OF THE SONS OF GOD,

2ND OUR BROTHERS WAIT EAGERLY FOR OUR RESPONSE., SHALL WE

= . . TR L AT W e Y S e ok, WV L e bbb o g e - m man
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SAY THE ODDS ARE TGO SRUAT?  SHALL WE TELL THEY THE
STRUGGLE IS TOO LARD? WILL OUR MESSAGE BE THAT THE FORCES
OF AMERICAN LIFE IILITATT AGAINST THEIR ARRIVAL AS FULL
MEN, AND WE SEND OUR DEXFEST REGRETS? OR WILL THEIR BE
ANOTHER MESSAGE, OF LONZING OF HOPE, OF SOLIDARITY WITH
THEIR YEARNINGS, OF COMIIVHENT TO THEIR CAUSE, WIATEVER
THE COST? WHICHOICE IS CURS, AND THOUGH WE MIGHT PREPER
IT OTHERWISE WE MUST CHOOSE IM THIS CRUCIAL MOMENT OF
HUMAN HISTORY.

RS THAT NOBLL LARD OF YESTERDAY, JAMES RUSSELL

LOWVELL ELOQUENTLY STATED:

ONCE TO EVERY NATIOW .

L

—-h

, . o ot
1. ONCE TO EVERY MAN AND RATIon,
COMES THE MOMENT TO DECIDE
IN THE STRIFE OF TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD
FOR THE GOOD OR EVIL SIDE: |
SOME GREAT CAUSE GOD'S NEW MESSIAH
OFFERING EACH THE GLOOM OR BLIG:
AND THE CEOICE GOES BY FOREVER

TWIXT THAT DARXNESS AND THAT LIGHT.

THOUGH WHE CLUSE OF EVIL PROSPER
YET 'TIS TRUTH ALONE 1S STRONG ‘
THOUGH HER PORTION IL THE SCAFFOLD
AND UPON THZE TIIRONE BE VRONG
YET TEAT SCAFIOLD SWAYS THZ FUTURE
AND BEHIND THE DIM UNKNOSN
STANDLTI CCD WITHIN THE SHADOW

- KEEPING VATCH LBOVZE HIS OWH.
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI
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FROM ¢ SAC, CHICAGO

SUBJECT: COMINFIL - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE (SCLC)
IS-C .
(Bufile: 100-438794) . °
{Chicago: 105- ~-16238)

DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT
(CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE (SCLC) ,
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS o o
RM R TS o

ORIGINAL FILED IN ., , '//-? 7. /7(//\

(Chicago: 157-1261)

STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE

(SMC) S

IS-C _ .
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nature of- the-contents. .« : ¢
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CG 157-413

Enclosed for the Bumau are 17 copies of an
LHM concerning captioned matters. Copies are being

designated for Atlanta, New York, and San Francisco as
noted below for the information of these offices.

Chicago is following and pertinent developments
concerning captioned matters will be appropriately
provided the Bureau and any intemsted off}ces.. T,
' Concerning' CARL  'VANRAST referred to herein,“g '

Chicago- lndicek reflett he 1is apparently ifdentiesl : T
to DABL/ VAN- XKAST, h. white male, residence 5134 West - . -
Deming Place, Chicgp. VAN EAST i adult literary S
instructor at Chicago Teachers College North, 5500 North

St. Louis and ia November, 1966 was working in o
bebalf of the CFM in connection with realty testing
program to check compliance with the provisions of the
August 5195870 summit agreement ending the open housing
marches. There are no subversive references to VAN KAST.

i~

There are no pertinent subversive characterizations
as such available in Chicago for the above individuals. ‘

The character for the SCLC in enclosed is being
carried as RM as this is deemed more suitable to the - =

e
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In Reply, Please Refer o
File Ne.

Chicago,

T ae A

I1llinois

April 11, 1967

{:)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

(SCLC)

RACIAL MATTER

DEMONSTRATIONS,CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT
(CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAK LEADERSHIP

RRUERE "MkRr ERCLO)

STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE

(SMC)

INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference is made to Chicago memorandum of
March 28, 1967 under the captions of Martin Luther King,
Jr., Racial Matter and Demonstrations, Chi¢ago Freedom
Movement, (CFM) - Southern Christian Leadership Conference

(SCLC), Chicago, Illinois, Racial Matter.

Reference

is

also made to Chicago memorandum of March 10, 1967, submitted
under the CFM - SCLC caption

Matter,

together with SCLC, Racial

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions

of the FBI.

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your agency.

ENCLOSURE
/00700670 -

- 21.
CLASS, ¢ %"T.1B

REASON-TCTy 17,

19

1-2.4.2

¢ SBogeB 0B
DATE OF RSviEx_Y-W -] ——

—
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material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[J Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

————  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will

be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

—— — Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

1 For your information:
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g DELETED PAGE(S) §
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) ‘ 4
DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT_ CU N

(CrM) ~ SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE (SCLC)

STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMUITTEE (SMC)

we . YR

i
i
NSO

LO)

. ¥
e
.

)

- -
- _
v
-,
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII‘,

Reference is made to Chicago memorandum of March 10,
1967, which reflected that Meridith Gilbert of the Lawndale Unlon
to End Siums (LUES) a part of the CFM, and an SCLC staff
worker, was subject of eviction Droceedlnqs by the landloni
3491 North Elston Avenue, Chicago, which is an all white
neighborhood into which Gilbert had moved, on March 1, 1967.

_ The "Chicago Tribune™ a daily newspaper in Chicago,
edition of March 30, 1967, reflected that on March 29, 1967
Judge Charles Horan, Housing Court, Chicago, had ordered
Gilbert to move from 3491 North Elston within 10 days. .
Judge Horan found Gilbert to have originally rented

: this an'l'r'fmpn-r under ::n'hfn‘r'fngn in that a '!‘!'h;.bc .mal!:, 4A.\n
L

T as Carl Van Kast, had rented this apartment using Gilbert
name. Gilbert had been released on bond but was to apper
in Felony Court, Chicago, April 6, 1967 under another -
complaint of the landlord conceraning damage to the property

r.nNFlMﬂAL

AL’ g i
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SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)[:[

[ DEMONSTRATIONS, CHICAGO FREEDOM MOVEMENT
. (CFM) - SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
< CONFERENCE (SCLC)

STUDENT MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE (SMC)

The "Chicago Sun-Times", a daily Chicago
newspaper, edition of April 7, 1967, reflects that on
April 6, 1967, Gilbert had appeared in Felony Court,
Chlcago, and was fined $30Q00 for breaking into the
apartment at 3491 North Elston, March 3, 1967, Gilbert
refused to pay this fine and was rpmnndad to Cook

County Jail, Chicago, to work off tlis flne at $5.00 a
day

_,
Y

Copies of this memorandum are being providead to
Secret Service and the Office of the United States Attorney,

'L h L N,
both Chicago, and to Region I, 113th MI Group, Evanston,

Illinois,
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Transmit th ’following i
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4711767 N
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(Type in plaintext or code)

0
ARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

_____________ A..".'..Z/u{-__-_-------_fffi?fif’_’_-----_-_--..--------
, ,

(100-438794)

YORK (100-136585)
(100-1%9194 )

Equ FILED IN
‘*

| :§§\ Via__ AIRTEW ~ .~
S e
s 3 S
P 3
L_ ) _j_‘__':‘ .%g TO:
: ) 2R
i 9B
: i ié FROM: SAC, NE'
.y HA
}-- ¥ SUBJECT:
ﬁ@ - or
1 1Y @g& 0: ATLANTA)

SOUTHERN
Is - ¢

b(Z) b 7(bJEnclosed

information from

b/

@urea (Encls.,
(1 - 100-

(1 - 100-5718)
B-New York

(1 - 100-111180)
(1 - 100-148289)
(1 - 100-154917)
(1 - 100-154786)
(1 100-153735)
{1 -156667)

OMAUNIST INFILTRATION OF THE .
CONPERENCE (SCLC)
(oo0: ATLANTA) |

Two copies are enclosed for the Atlanta Office,

11) (RY)
) (VIDEM) :
2-Atlanta (100-5586) (Encls. 2) (RM)
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CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP ~’
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are opies of an LHM reporting 9} s W
s & source close to ST{«N;EYLEVISON.S Qf
B~

by
¢

(LEVISO) (n) T
(HARRY YACHTEL) (43)
(SMC) (u%)

(VIDEM) (u2)

(CIRM) (43) '5"
(CLERGY AND LAYHEN CNCERNED)
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%}@4; 7 UNX _£D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JLJTICE
> FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \*’

Hew York, New York

April 11, 1967

In Reply, Please Rej'ar o
File No. R

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Cariirity Mattar -
U'vu“‘: Bilgd b A -

Communist Infiltration of the
Southern Christian leadership
Conference {(SCLC)

Internal Security - C

--Harry "Tachtel and Stanley lev1son. New York adv1sors to
Martin Luther King, Jr., were in conference concernlng King's
position on Vietnam. Levison felt that a questlon and answer
pamphlet taken from King's speeches is nzeded in.order to‘i
clarify Xing's position and to give a cohesive logical
exposition of this pesition,

This source advised on April 8, 1967, that levison
and King were in contact on that dats. Lev:Lson indicated that
Kineg's speech of April u, 1967 was not gocd in that it
attempted to cover too much ground, was not well thought out,
was unbalanced and that it would not appeal to the average
perscn. King answered that although he did not write the
speech, he concurred with it and did not believe that he would
change it, even now that he had been criticized for it by
the "New York Times" and "Washington Post". King feels that
he had a duty to make the speech in order to fulfill his role
as a "morally wise man",

Levison suggested a full page advertisement in the
"Wew York Times", Sunday edition, in order to clarify King's
position and to answer Xing's enemies and critics. King fel
that this was an excellent idea.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI., It is the nroperty of the FBI and is loaned to
your apency; it and its contents are not to be distributed

outside your aeenc
CLASS, & 7~7, }‘nutm{:& /00'/0éé7ﬁ 'Zﬁf/
QECRET

_Y-n -9?1““"" 'ENCLO:’URm

——
u-....':\..,,' 7 -

DATE C.L



Martin Luther King, Jr.;
Communist Infiltration of the
Southern Christian Leadership

Conference (SCLC)

On April 9, 1967, this source advised that Harry
Jachtel and Stanley levison were in contact concerning
Martin Luther King's speech to be delivered April 15, 1967,
in New York City. This speech will combine both King's
speech in Los Ansgeles and his speech of April 4, 1967, at g
~: New York City and will be written by "Jachtel and Levison on
Monday, April 10, 1967.

NI e N

T ER T

™\ This source advised that Wachtel, Levison and
3 King were in conference on April 9, 1967, concerning King's
”(/ position on the Vietnam situation, All agreed to the issuance
= of a question and answer pamphlet entitled "Dr. King Speaks
B on the Jar in Vietnam" or something similar. In addition, a full
eind page advertisement will be run in the "lew York Times",
These will make the points that King does not consider this‘ji
a racist war and that civil rights gains can be made while
the war is going on.

or co~chairman of a group called 4Clergy and Laymen Concerned US.

_%%ggﬁ_ﬁigﬁggm-. King stated he woUuld be delighted sven —
ough he may not be able to donate full time to the

orranization., Wachtel and Levison also urged King to

contemplate seeking an audience with the Pope. Toward this
end, Levison urged King to zgéin corresponding with the

SR Wachtel asked King if Bi;fould like to be chairman

Pope. King inquired as to wfjether it would be advisable
for him to introduce Cassius§Clay at the rally on April 15

1967, Levison stated“fﬁﬁ?"fﬁls o l§.not be a good idea’
and counseled against it,




Harry Yachtel is the Executive Vice
President of the Gandhi Society for
Human Rights, New York, New York. tl

C

Lo A characterization of the National
Lawyers Guild is attzched hereto.

With respect to the Gandhi Society for
Human Rights, it is to be noted that this
orcanization is an adjunct of the ’

Southern Christian Leadership Conferenc
(SCLC), of which Martin Luther King, Jr.
is the president, and serves to raise
funds for the SCLC,
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T 1. APPEWNDIX
izt NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD

/_\

The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and
‘_;g{ Puplications," revised and published as of December 1,
A 1961, prepared and released by the Committee on Un- )
R American Activities, United States House of Represent-

E;ﬁfj atives, Washington, D.C., contains the following
B3 concerning the National Lawyers Guild: \Lk
l*r;@ "National lawyers Guild

#; "l., Cited as a Communist front.

"y {Speclal Conmittee on Un-American

P Activities, House Report 1311 on the

B CIO Political Action Committee, L
' March 29, 1644, p. 149.) '

"2, Clted as a Communist front which 'is
the foremost legal bulwark of the
Communist Party, its front organizations,
and controlled unions' and which 'since
its inception hes never falled to rally
to the legal defense of the Communist
Party and individual members thereof,
including known espionage agents.'!
(Committee on Un-American Activities,
House Report 3123 on the National
Lawyers Guild, September 21, 1950,
originally related September 17, 1950.)

3. !To defend the cases of Communist
lawbreakers, fronts have been devised
making special appeals in behalf of civil
liberties and reaching out far beyond the
confines of the Communist Party itself.
Among these organizations are the * % #
National lawyers Guild. Wwhen the
Communist Party itself is under fire
these offer a bulwark of protection.!
(Internal Security Subcommittee of the LL
Senate Judiciary Committee, Handbook

- for Americans, S._Doc, 117, April 23,
1956, p. 9.)" ‘

T
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* April 11, 1967
— BY LIAISON
i 1 - Nr. C. D. DeLoach
N 1~ Mr., ¥. C. Bullivan

l - Nr, C, D. Brgnnan
e Mre. Mildred Btegall 1 - Nr. D, K. Vells
The White House
Yashington, D. C.

Dear Nrs. Btegall:

e e e

Tho President has expregued an interest in the
speech delivered by Martin Luther Xing, Jr., Presideat,

- ; Bouthern Christian Loadership Conferency, on April 4, 1987,
o at the Riverside Church, ¥ew York, New York. _

Enclosed is oﬁi copy of this speech that was
o } distributed at the church prior to King's speaking.

Sincerely yours,

A g,\&
100-106670 07 pec2t 107 - %é & 20048
- %ggggzg‘mi;tim icadeﬁhp @ﬁerenco) ® PR I3 1067

CORDED COPY iILED I
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=
S8ce memorandum €. D. Brennsn to Nr. ¥. C. 8ullivan,
S April 10, 1967, captioned ™Martin Luther King, Jr., Becurity
Matter = C,™ prepared by miﬁ'.ﬁ
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. ‘The fellowing informatiom has been supplied by
confidential sources of this Burcan who have furaished
relisble information i the past. || -

Nartin Luther King, Jv., President, and Andrew
Young, Executive Diroctor, Sovthorm Christian lLeadership
Conforence, spent approximately eight hours ia conference
with Kiung's top advisors in New York City sa April ¢, 1967,
Two of the advisors present were Stulci.nwison, a -
tive ecommunist whose secret memdership the Communist
Party, USA, has boen estsblished as of July, 1963, and
Harry Vachtel, a former measher ef the Nationzl lLawyers
Guild, an erganization which has bech designated ms & '
sommunist front by the Committee om Umn-imerican Activities,
Uaited States Nouse of Reprascatatives.

later en the sams day, King spoke at the

Riverside Church, Nevw York, New York, at which time he was
:gt:ly o;ittea;:! the vnitu‘llsnt:s molm:: ia t:n te

nan ¥War, proposed a five-step process oxtrica
the United States from this conflict. Commonts is the mews
wedis coverige of King's remarks pointed out that the five
::ts are sinilar im eoncept to the coaditions fmposed by

41 as a prorequisite to aesgotiations. It is also moted

that King'’s proposals parallel the propaganda lims which
the Communist Party, ¥4, has bdoon projecting regarding mﬁ.‘

war ia Vietnam,
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

NOTE;

Seo C.D. Bremnan to ¥.C. Sullivan msemorandum dated
4/6/67, same eaption, prepared by DMW:deh.

tnt 01:22111:: "S::ro}" innsmuch as the source for the
above ormation a h B it

the racial situation; andgvhgse.ﬁen*!gy'ﬂrggvggl':s"g'gufg ause
serious damage to the national defense, u
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v 73,74~
By,

. M'(_,,J)‘*

Svie rE, 807

OFTIONAL POEM NO. 10
MATY 1847 TDITION
O%4 GEM. REG. MO, 17

PiG-104

¢

'UNHEDSTAFES{ VERNMENT

M emorandum

Mr. Su_ullivag
C. D, Brennan

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
SECURITY MATTER - C

Attached for your approval for dissemination are
copies of a letterhead memorandum containing the followi

nge.

On April 4, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr., !(ZJ
President, and Andrew Young, Executive Director, Souther
Christian lLeadership Conference, spent eight hours in
conference with King's top advisers in New York.
present included Stanley levison, a long-time secret
Communist Party member, and Harry Wachtel,
of the National Lawyers Guild, a cited Communist Party
Later the same day, King gave & speech in New York
attacking United States Vietnam policy.
steps for ending the Vietnam War according to news soufiéf/

front.

Communist Party line.
RECOMMENDATION:

That copies of the enclosures be forwarded by
routing slips to Mrs. Mildred Stegall, The White House;
Honorable Dean Rusk, The Secretary of State; Honorable
Robert S. McNamara, The Secretary of Defense; The Attorney
General; and Assistant Attorneys General Yeagley and Doar,

100-106670

1 - Bufile 100-438794 (Southern Christian Leadership

DMW:dsm i~
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are similar to Hanoi's demands,
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His proposed five
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,

The following information has been supplied by
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished
reliable information in the past.

Martin Iuther King, Jr., President, and Andrew

Young, Executive Director, Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, spent approximately eight hours in conference
with King's top advisors in New York Cn\én April 4, 1967,
Two of the advisors present were Stanley vison, a long-

time communist whose secret membership in the Communist
Part USA, has been established as of July, 1963, and

R

S Y TP A pw ey .

T

achtel, a former member of the Hationaleawyers__-

{;,’/ . Guild, wgp organization which has been designated as a ‘
] communiat front by the Committee on Un-American Activitie

/ United States House of Representatives. dé:

[n :,-r’
e A

Later on the same day, King spoke at the
Riverside Church, New York, New York, at which time he was
highly critical of the United States involvement in the
— Vietnam War., He proposed a five-step process to extricate
| the United States from this conflict, Comments in the news
=L media coverage of King's remarks pointed out that the five
? points are similar in concept to the conditions imposed by
- Hanoi as a prerequisite to negotiations, It is also noted
that King's proposals parallel the propaganda line which
the Communist Party, USA has been projecting regarding thet)
war in Vietnam,
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i T0: DIRECTOR, FBI pPATH
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FROM: SAC, BOSTON  (157-NEW) Y }
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SUBJECT: PROPOSED DEMONSTRATION TOZBE
LED BY REV. MARTIN LUTHE ING, JR.
IN BOSTON, MASS., SUMMER 1967

RACIAL MATTERS

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of a
Lil concerning captioned matter. Atlanta is being
furnished an information copy due to their interest in
MARTIN LUTHER KIN®, Jr. X

Coples are being disseminated locally to 108th
MI Group and Secret Service, '

The source ment

/

\

!

bL7(» i

. The LHM is beingﬂ%%assifed confidential to protect &ﬁ

w3 the ldentity of the sourcejbéing disclosed since this could \\
. Jeopardize his future usefulness and be detrimental to the

‘l defense interest of the U,S,

A8
Since the demonstration is not scheduled until s
the summer of 1967, this case 1s being closed by Boston, .
TR The Bureau and any interested office will be kept advised
: _1 of future developments.
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Re NY teletype dated 4/6/67, rebortlng conversation
bet.een STANLEY LIVISON and unknown male, during which time \}
mentiion was made that KIKG and ROCKEFELLER (Governor NELSON

ROCKEFELLER) would mest soon, ¥ Q()

Enclosed are ten conies of an LK1 reporting blz
information in referenced teletype, d a source
close to STANLEY LEVISQN, was the source of the mformat:.onj@m
Two conies are enclosed for the Atlanta Office.
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UNIT( STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS™ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION °
New York, Mew York I

In Rl Bisa Rfgrd= 106670 April 7. 1967
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: EXTENSION _ .
N R
DATE GF REVIEW FOR 1y = g y ! .
UECLASSIFICAT!ON ..... A
Lﬁar?"A confidential source, who has furnished reliable

infcrmation in the past, advised on April 5, 1967, that
information had come to his attention, which disclosed that
Stanley levison and an unknown male were in contact on

that date., It was during fheir contact that Levison disclosed
a recent contact between him and Pockefeller (believed to have
alladed to Governor Jdelson)Pockefeller of New York) about
Venezuelan irfon ore deposifh which "they" (the Rockefeller g
inteiests) are nepotiating with the Venezuelan Government,

Accordine to Levison, after he and Rockefeller ended
their business with regard to iron ore, Rockefeller asked him
to arrange a meeting between Martin Luther King.and himself,
so that he, Rockefeller, could talk to him about his stand on
Vietnam. Rockefeller, according to Levison, is in such s
disagreement with King that he feels he must talk to him,

It was Levison's feeling that Rockefeller's request
was a real break, since King had mentioned on April 4%, 1867,
that he would like to confer with him about the situation
in South America. Xing, Levison related, believes that South
America will be the next Vietnam and therefore, wants to
advise Rockefeller as to what action he should take to thwart
it. levison ccnceluded his contact by informing the unknown .J’
male that he would contact King to determine when the meeting

could be arran:zd.
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This document contains neither recommendations r conclusions
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- : NATION OF ISLAM 3 -

Ly INTERNAL SECURITY - NATION OF ISLAM NE=E

e BRzv
rwd ' e
' The Nation of Islam (NQI) is characterized in S .

e The "Chicago American,"” Green Streak Edition, L_ﬂjgyf

March 30, o

1967, on page 35, carried an article entitled
"Clay Will Appeal Draft Order - Induction Now Set for
April 28," datelined Louisville, The article concerned

itself with Cassius Clay's involvement with the Selectiv
Service System and reflected Clay conferred with Dr, Ma

Luther King, head of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, in Louisville, Kentucky for an hour on Wednesday,
March 29, 1967; that neither would say what they had talked
about, but did say they had some problems in common; that
Clay then had gone to a meeting of advocates for an open
housing law which is pending in Louisville.
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g "Chicago American'is a daily newspaper published
: in Chicago.
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1 APPENDIX

NATION OF ISLAM, Formerly referred to
as the Muslim Cult of Islam, also
known as Muhammad's Temples of Islam

In January, 1957, a source advised ELIJAN MUAHMMAD has
described his organization on a nationwide basis as the ''‘Nation
of Islam™ and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam."

On April 29, 1966, a second source advised ELIJAH
MUHAMMAD is the national leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI);
Muhammad's Temple of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwood Avenue,
Chicago, Illinois, is the national headquarters of the NOI:; and
in mid-1960 MUHAMMAD and other NOI officials, when referring to
MUHAMMAD's organization on 2 nationwide basis, commenced using
either "Mosque" or "Temple'' when mentioning one of "Muhammad's
Temples of Islam.”

The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was origin-
2lly organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. MWKUHAMMAD claims to
have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to lead the so-
called Negro race out of slavery in the,wilderness of North
America by establishing an independent black nation in the
United States. Members following MUHAMMAD's teachings and his
interpretation of the "Koran" believe there is no such thing as
a Negro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white race,
referred to as "white devils,” in the United States; and that the
white race, because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes,
must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of Armageddon."

In the past, officials and wmembers of the NOI, including
MUHAMMAD, have refused to register under the provisions of the
Selective Service Acts and have deciared that members owe no
allegiance to the United States,

On May 5, 1958, the first source advised MUHAMMAD had,
upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal statements
and ipstructions to his ministers concerning the principles of his
organization in corder to avoid possible prosecution by the United
States government; however, he did not indicate any fundamental
changes in the teachings of his organization.

On May 2, 1966, a third source advised MUHAMMAD had,
early in July, 1958, decided to de-emphasize the religious aspects
of the teachings of Islam and to stress the economic benefits to
be derived by those Negroes who joined the NOI. This policy change,
according to MUHAMMAD, would help him acquire additional followers
and create more interest in his programs.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF II.WVESTIGATION

Chicago, Illinois
April 3, 1967
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Martin Luther Kineg, Jr 7331

Security Matter - C

AS €5 b=18-SL ATEMELR OF COMMPNzor |
On April 5, 1953 a confidential source, who “has N
furnished relieble 1nformat10n in the past, advised that he
had learned that Stanley Levison and Alice™boewi, a friend #
and former business associate, were iﬁ‘Eﬁﬁference on that
date. It was durinc that conference that they discussed
“lartin Luther Kinp's spesch of the previous night at the
Piverside Church, Hew York City, when he urged everyone in the
country to become conscientious objectors to military service.
Loewi thought King's remarks were terrific and thought
2,

!

SAYA
7

Levison had written his spee Levison, in denying that he
had, was certain that Andrew™Youns (the Lxecutive Director 5.
of the Scuthern Christtan—Téddership Conference (SCLC)) had —-
written it for Xin~. TLevison acknowledwed however, that he

had spent the entire day of April U, 1967, with King » but &

- o

did not attend the affair at the churth.

-

In reply to a question from Loewi as to how King's
snirits were, Levison said he was fine now that his conscience
is clear. Lev;son, the source advised, is not in complete
agreement with King on the tactics he has bezn usinz, and feels
that King tends to be "too far out". In elaborating, Levison
was of the ovinion that one (Kingz) could not ask everyone
to be a conscientious obiector because people do not want to
Fo to jal;. Instead of people resortinc to such tactics, i
it was levison's opinion that they would be more effectivi fight-
Ing  the war in a political way.
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Another example of poor tacties by Kine, according
- < to Lev1son, is a nlan d by King to get a thousand .J'
* Yybeople in Amerimoﬂ\i“ anoi and stand on the bridges,
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theféby resultins in a cessation of the Lkombing. If.King
decides to do such a thing, levison onined that it might geally
work since Americans would not bomb "Doctor King".

Martin Luther King, Jr.

The contact between Levison and Loevi ended with ]
Levison relatine that Kine will continue to get public attention
until April 15, 1967, when he addresses the affair sponsored by
th2X8orins Mobilization Coamittee Against the Yar in Vietnam, N/
This-demonstrationh Wil be held at the Unlted Nations..jiﬁ —_—
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STANLEY LEVISON IN CONTACT WITH ALICE LoEw1 )] T G
O 8 11 contact, PISCUSSION CONCERMED

XING*S SPEECH ON NIGHT OF APRIL FOUR LAST, BEFORE GROUP AT RIVERSIDE

CHURCH, NEW YORK CITY, SPONSORED BY THE CLERGY AND LAYMEW CONCERWED

1 ABOUT VIETWAM. LOEWI THOUGHT KING'S REMARKS URGING EVERYOME TO BECOME
¢  CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS TO MILITARY SERVICE VERE TERRIFIC AND THOUGHT

L LEVISON HAD WRITTEN KINGS SPEECH. LEVISON SAID NE WAS SURE IT WAS

© WRITTEN BY ANDREV YOUNG (EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIA

| ko am GG,
l LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC). LEVISON ACKNOWLEDEED THA AS WITH /
g A i ¢

. KING FOR ALMOST ALL OF THE DAY ON APRIL FOUR LAST, BUT DAD WSt ATTEWD ,S
G AFFAIR AT cuunanﬁ :Jrgﬂk. #147.&&;9'“4’/{/6'_{
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PAGE TWO o |
~AS TO KING'S SPRITS, LEVISON NOTED THAT THEY WERE
GREAT NOW SINCE KING FEELS HIS CONSCIENCE IS CLEAR. LEVISON
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, IS WOT IN TOTAL AGREEMENT WITH XING ON TACTICS
SINCE HKE FEtLS KING TENDS TO BEE"TOO FAR OUT". 1IN EXPLAIRING,
LEVISON SAID ONE COULD WOT ASK AVERYONE TO BE A CONSCIENTIOUS
OBJECTOR BECAUSE PEOPLE DO NOT WANT TO 60 TO JAIL. BUT INSTEAD OF
RESORTING TO SUCH TACTICS, LEVISON SAID, PEOPLE WANT TO FIGHT THE
WAR POLITICALLY. ANOTHER INDICATION OF POOR TACTICS ACCORDING TO
LEVISON, IS A PLAN ADVOCATED BY KING TO GET A THOUSAND AMERICANS
10 60 TO HAﬁ\ﬁ\Ann STAND ON BRIDGES, WHICH KING FEELS WOULD RESULT

IN A CESSATIOH OF BOMBING, LEVISORN OPINED THAT IF XING SHOULD DECIDE

DR. KING,-
T THE i’:onncr BETWEEN LEVISON AND LOEVI EBDED VITH LEVISOM

REHARKINF‘)THAT KING VILL CONTINUE TO GET PUBLIC ATTENTION URTIL
APRIL FIFTEEN REXT, WHEN HE ADDRESSES THE SPRING HOBILIZATIOD—E—

AGAINST THE WAR IN VIETNAM AFFAIR.
LHM FOLLOWS.
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Transmit the following in ‘?
{Type in plaintext or code} :
Via AIRTEL AIR MAIL ~ REGISTERED |
{Priority) i
________________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) W (/
..\LlleROM: SAC, LOS ANGEIRS (100~57229) ;i / /
7"@1}533:@: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. '
SM - C
00: ATLANTA 2

- |
. adavised G,
! probably accompanied by BERNARD IEE, has reservations at the

att House Hotel-Motel, Los Angeles, for 4/11, 12 and 13/67. b7
could furnish no additional information
concern G's unexpected a announced visit to los :

Angele

; A

: F’ils cognizant and will report any signifi- b(!,
g cant developments which might occur while KING is in the Ios

‘ Angeles area, ¢ _

: Ko investigation is contemplated by this office but
should KING make any public appearances or statements which
might be of Interest to the Bureau, or be in contact with lmown
subveraives, an appropriate letterhead memorandum will be ' (?jﬁ
prepared UACB. : _

Foregoing for information Bureau and Atlanta,
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